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Jordanian peacekeepers in Croatia are ‘safe* 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. 
Abdul Hafez Mirai Al Kaabneh Sunday said all Jordanian 
P cac ?* cc P in S troops in Croatia are well anil are taking a neutral 
stand on the ongoing fighting between Croatian and Serb forces. 
In a statement to Jordan T.V., Gen. Kaabneh Mid ihe Jordanian 
farces stationed in Croatia are performing their duties in the best 
manner. He added that they act in complete neutrality and arc 
implementing the instructions they receive from rhie United 
Nations. He noted" that they are stationed near the fighting area, but 
one of them has been wounded not detained, adding that their 
morale is high. Gen. Kaabneh said he made a telephone call to 
their commanders Sunday morning and was assured that they arc 
all well. The Jordanian peacekeeping forces are stationed near the 
battlefield and take certain actions when the area falls in the cross 
ur^ between the panics to the fighting. Gen. Kaabneh said. He 
pointed out that the troops are well-equipped to defend them- 
selves 
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Kuwait might allow 
visits to Jordanian 
prisoners 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
might allow relatives to visit 
Jordanians jailed on charges 
of helping Iraq during its 
1990-91 occupation, news- 
papers said on Sunday. Al 
Watan newspaper quoted In- 
terior Minister Sheikh Ali 
Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah as 
saying such visits 'could be 
arranged in coordination with 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 
the future." The English lan- 
guage Arab Times said the 
Interior Ministry had re- 
ceived 50 requests from fami- 
lies in Jordan to visit relatives 
jailed in Kuwait. In June. 
Jordanians jailed on state 
security charges received 
visits from Jordan-based 
family members for the first 
time. The visits were 
arranged by the ICRC. 

UAE president to 
visit Egypt, Syria 

ABU DHABI (R) — United 
Arab Emirates’ President 
Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan Al 
Nahayan will on Monday 
sian official visits to Egypt 
and Syria, the official news 
agency WAM said on Sun- 
day. It said Sheikh Zaid will 
discuss with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
Syria’s President Hafez Al 
Assad Arab reconciliation 
and the Middle' East peace 
process. Sheikh Zaid will first 
fly to Alexandria for two days 
of talks with Mr. Mubarak, it 
said. He will later fly to 
Damascus. 

Security for Rabin j 
beefed up ... . j 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — Worried 
about possible assassination 
attempts. Israel’s Internal ; 
Security Service has in- j 
creased protection over' 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, the head of the milit- 
ary and other top Israeli offi- 
cials. a security source said 
Sunday. The Maariv daily 
said the Shin Bet’s concerns 
stemmed from the frequent 
calls of “traitor” directed at 
Mr. Rabin. Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, Environment 
Minister Yossi Sarid and 
Army Chief Lt. Gen. Amnon 
Shahak. “There is real con- 
cern that someone will mis- 
understand this name-calling 
and will tiy to attack one of 
these people,” Maariv 
quoted Shin Bet officials as 
telling cabinet ministers. Fri- 
day. Last week, a young set- 
tler was arrested on suspicion 
he tried to run Mr. Sarid off 
the road. He reportedly said 
Mr. Sarid had become a 
hated figure for Israelis living 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 
The 140,000 settlers — like 
many other right-wing 
Israelis — oppose the govern- 
ment’s plans to hand over 
much of the West Bank to 
PLO rule. The security 
sources said that in addition 
to increasing security for Mr. 
Rabin, Mr. Peres, Mr. Sarid 
and Mr. Snahak, other 
cabinet ministers not pre- 
viously guarded . would now 
receive protection as well. 
There has been a high-levej 
political assassination in 
Israel since the state was 
founded in 1948. 

Sudan dropt policy 
of entry without 
visas 

KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan on Sunday ended its 
policy of allowing all Arabs 
and Muslims to enter the 
country without visas, a move 
that follows Egypt’s recent 
requirement that Sudanese 
have visas to enter its terri- 
tory. The decision comes 
amid a deterioration of rela- 
tions between the two Arab 
neighbours following Egypt's 
accusations that Sudanese 
leaders were behind an assas- 
sination attempt,on Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
June. State-run radio 
Omdurman reported the In- 
terior Ministry decreed the 
requirement that most fore- 
igners obtain visas would 
take effect Tuesday. The pre- 
vious policy of allowing 
Arabs and Muslims to enter 
without getting visas before- 
hand was adopted in 1990. 
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Israel closes Al Aqsa Mosque after 
Jewish extremists tried to enter it 


PLO sceptical ahead of 
Arafat, Peres meeting 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Police 
closed the Al Aqsa Mosque 
complex to visitors Sunday 
after angry Palestinians 
shouting “God is Great" con- 
fronted" Jews who tried to 
tour the site. 

Dressed in sackcloth and 
chains, members of the Tem- 
ple Mount Faithful gathered 
outside the Mugrabi Gate 
into the walled enclosure 
where the Koran says the 
Prophet Mohammad 
ascended to heaven on a 
white steed. 

Police twice escorted 
Israelis onto the Dome of the 
Rock, but when dozens of 
Muslims surrounded them, 
shouting “Allahu Akbar" 
police quickly escorted them 
out of the area. 

The confrontation came on 
Tisha B'av, a day of Jewish 
fasting that marks the des- 
truction of both the first and 
second Jewish temples. Res- 
taurants, cinemas and places 
of entertainment are closed 
throughout Israel during the 
commemoration. 

Jerusalem Police Chief 
Axyeh Amit closed the Dome 
of the Rock to visitors after 
meeting with members of the 
Waqf, or Islamic Trust that 
runs the masque complex. 

"I thought that if Jews 
came up there today there 
would be rioting, not just in 
the Temple Mount 1 but in all 
of Jerusalem." Mr. Amit told 
reporters. 

Police Chief Assaf Hafetz 
said later that despite the 
decision to close the mosque 
to all visitors, police were 


gearing for possible Arab 
riots in other part of Occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

Hundreds of extra police 
were brought in from around 
the country to help prevent 
unrest. 

Scuffles erupted as hun- 
dreds of religious Jews repe- 
atedly pushed against a police 
barrier in an attempt to reach 
the site. Police pushed them 
back into the crowd. Several 
activists tried to jump bar- 
riers along the ramp leading 
up to the Mugrabi Gate and 
police had to drag them down 
and push them back. 

Gershon Solomon, head of 
Temple Mount Faithful, 
which seeks to restore the 
temple destroyed by Romans 
in 70 A. D-. said his followers 
were determined to get in. 

"We will not leave until we 
go up there." said Mr. Solo- 
mon. 

Police have banned Jews 
from the area during Jewish 
holidays after riots around 
the Dome of the Rock during 
the Succorh Festival in Octo- 
ber 1990 left 17 Palestinians 
dead and over 150 wounded. 

However, the supreme 
court last week ruled in 
favour of the Temple Mount 
Faithful, granting them the 
right to tour, but noi jopray. 
in the Al Aqsa Mosque Com- 
plex. . . 

Waqf head Adnan Hus* 
seini said the Jews were not 
welcome. 

"It is very dear that the 
extremists want to provoke 
us," Mr. Husseini said. “This 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Israeli police Sunday arrest a Jewish Mosque in occupied Jerusalem (AFP 
religious extremist of the Temple Mount photo) 

Faithful group as he tries to enter Al Aqsa 

Jordan demands prompt Israeli 
action to protect Jerusalem sites 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Sunday expressed “deep con- 
cern” over attempts by Jew- 
ish groups to enter the Al 
Aqsa Mosque in Arab Jeru- 
salem and said that the Israeli 
authorities have a duty to 
prevent such attempts. 

The official government 
spokesman said the govern- 
ment has learned with deep 
regret of a ruling by the 
Israeli higher court allowing 
the so-called Temple Mount 
Faithfuls .to enter Al Haram 


Al Sharif. 

The government condemns 
the court ruling and considers 
it null and void because it 
constitutes an offence to 
Muslims feelings and believes 
it is bound to- obstruct the 
peace process, added the 
spokesman. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat Sunday called Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker asking for the King- 
dom's intervention to stop 
Jewish- settlers' aggressions 


on holy sites in Jerusalem, 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said. 

Mr. Kabariti said he was 
also contacted over the issue 
by Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) member Faisal 
Al Husseini. 

During a meeting with 
Israeli ambassador to Jordan, 
Mr. Kabariti “emphasised 
that the actions of settlers 
and members of the Temple 

(Continued on page 7) 


Second major Serb town falls to Croatians 


ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — 
Croatian forces took a second 
major rebel Serb town Sun- 
day in an advance the govern- 
ment boasted was part of the 
final phase of its offensive to 
crush the Serb rebellion. 

The fall of Perrinja. (40 
"kilometres) southeast of Zag- 
reb, followed Saturday's col- 
lapse of Knin, the Serbs' 
stronghold in southern 
Croatia and the heart of their 
armed conflict over Croatia’s 
secession from Serb-led 
Yugoslavia. 

The country’s Foreign 
Minister. Mate Granic, said 
in Geneva oin Sunday that 
Croatia should finish its ma- 
jor military operations by 
Monday. He ruled out peace 
talks with rebel Serb leaders, 
but guaranteed human rights 
of Serb civilians. 

U.N. officials in Knin, 
meanwhile, said civilian 
casualties were high and 


triumphant Croat troops 
were looting televisions, 
radios and other items from 
the captured city. 

The United Nations in 
Zagreb also publicly accused 
the Croatian army of using 
Danish peacekeepers as hu- 
man shields in attacks on 
Serb lines Friday and Satur- 
day. The peacekeepers were 
later released unharmed. 

“It's totally unacceptable 
and constitutes a serious 
violation of the basic interna- 
tional humanitarian * law." 
U.N. spokesman Chris Gun- 
ness said. 

Croatia and its Serb minor- 
ity, backed by the powerful 
Yugoslav army, fought a six- 
month war in 1991 that left an 
estimated 10,000 dead and 
about one-third of the coun- 
try in rebel hands. The fight- 
ing stopped in 1992 when the 
United Nations sent troops 
into four Serb-held sectors.' 


Frustrated by a lack of prog- 
ress on reintegrating those 
lands, Croatia derided to 
take them back by force. 

Since they attacked at 
dawn Friday, the Croats 
claim to have achieved 80 per 
cent of their territorial goal. 
They also have captured or 
destroyed more than 70 U.N. 
observation posts along what 
used to be a 1, 000-kilometre 
separation zone between 
Serb rebels and Croats. U.N. 
officials said. Croat attacks 
have killed three U.N. 
peacekeepers and wopnded 
nine others. 

Petrinja was attacked from 
three directions and fell to 
.Croatian forces early Sunday, 
said James Kanu. a U.N. 
spokesman in Serb-held 
Topusko, 30 kilometres 
southwest of Petrinja. 

“The Croatian flag is now 
on the police station," he 
said. 


Mr. Kanu had no informa- 
tion on the town's civilians, 
estimated at up to 15,000 
before the Croat offensive. 
Continued fighting was re- 
ported on Petrinja's out- 
skirts. 

On the northern outskirts 
of Petrinja, about 50 carloads 
of Croats who lived in the 
town before Serbs took it 
over waited at an army 
checkpoint, hoping to ger in.' 

The mood was buoyant. 
People waved Croatian' 
checkerboard flags, honked 
horns and cheered. Military 
trucks and cars passed in both 
directions, soldiers waiving 
their guns from the windows. 

“I had to leave by home in 
1991." said Kasim Zdinica. a 
57-year-old Petrinja native. 
"I don’t know if my home is 
standing, but I just want to 
kiss the threshold." 

Rebel Serb resistance to 
the Croat offensive appeared 


strongest in territory south of 
Zagreb that hooks around 
the Bosnian border enclave 
of Bibac. 

Col. Jasper Holsoe, a U.N. 
spokesman in Bihac, said re- 
bel Serb units had pulled 700 
soldiers, 25 tanks and anti- 
aircraft guns from the north- 
ern part of the Bihac enclave 
towards rebel-held parts of 
Croatia. It was not clear 
whether these were Croatian 
rebels or Serbs from Bosnia, 
who have pledged to help 
their brethren in Croatia. 

The Croatian Defence 
Ministry urged Serb rebels to 
give up. "Any (further) re- 
sistance is pointless," said 
Gen. Ivan Tolj in Zagreb. 

U.N. officials said Croats 
also had taken a key rebel 
Serb airfield at Udbina, 
northwest of Knin, which had 
been used by Serbs to launch 

(Continued on page 12) 


Saudi, Yemeni mSttaiy committee to meet in Yemen 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi military officials left Riyadh on Sunday for 
Sanaa for talks with their Yemeni colleagues on borders issues, the 
official Saudi press agency said. It said the delegation led by chief 
of the Saudi General Staff. Lieutenant-General Mohammad Al 
Hammad. would attend a meeting of the joint Saudi- Yemeni 
military committee "to discuss a number of issues related to 
borders between the two countries.” it did not elaborate. Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia signed a memorandum of understanding in 
February to end their 60-year-old border dispute. The memoran- 
dum provides for committees to demarcate the land and sea 
borders and ensure there are no troop movements in the potential 
oil-rich border area. This will be the fourth meeting of the joint 
military committee since March. 


Price; Jordan 150 FOs I 

King entrusts Queen 
with setting up, chairing 
task force for children 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His have been able to achieve 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- many of our noble goals. The 
day entrusted Her Majesty results attained by Jordan in 
‘Queen Noor with estab- this field are a source of pride 
fishing and chairing the and honour for us all. The 
National Task Force for Chil- diligent and tireless efforts 
dren (NTFCl which will be undertaken by men and 
responsible for monitoring women in this beloved coun- 
and evaluating the impie- try. in both the public and 
mentation of a plan aimed at private sector and in coopera- 
keeping Jordanian children tion with international orga- 
and their issues high on the nisations. have seL a unique 
national agenda. example of a tradition of 

King Hussein's initiative in giving and devotion to make 
establishing this national a better life for our children, 

body, aims at sustaining and I express my pride in our 
consolidating Jordan's achievements in child de- 
ach i e ve me nts for its children. velopment, and affirm the 
and at addressing new and importance of a concerted 
emerging challenges. effort by all sectors of this 

The task force will be com- society to continue its labours 
posed of concerned institu- to improve our children's' 
tions and specialists, and will quality of life and to prepare 
work in partnership with all the suitable environment for 
those involved with children. their sound and full growth, 
including the public and pri- This represents an embodi- 
vate sectors, to implement ment of our aims and our 
the national action plan,? historical strive to enhance 
which is based on the Con- people's quality of life in this 
venrion on the Rights of Chil- cherished country to enable 
dren. them, with God’s help, to 

Queen Noor will soon hold contribute in building a 
a series of meetings to farther brighter future, 
develop and fine-tune the Your Majesty’s exemplary 
mandate and structure of the efforts, your concern for chil- 
NTFC. dren’s issues both locally and 

Following is the full text of internationally, and your sin- 
the letter which King Hussein cere and continual en- 
sent to Queen Noor over the deavours to attain the best 
establishment of the task life for our people have had a 
force: good and effective impact on 

In the name of God, the various aspects pertaining to 
Compassionate, the Merciful children’s development — a 
Your Majesty Queen Noor, sector which we seek to sup- 
God’s Peace and Blessing be port and protect, 
upon you. Your signing the interna- 

I was delighted to review tional Declaration on the 
-Jordan's achievements in Rights of the Child at the 
child welfare and develop- United Nations in 1990, and 
ment outlined in the United its subsequent ratification by 
Nations publication “The Jordan in 1991, constitute the 
Progress of Nations 1995," basic premise for a fine and 
which was issued recently by blessed progress, for which 
the United Nations Chil- we desire advancement and 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF). 

With the grace of Allah we (Continued on page 7) 


Arab League urges 
‘charter of honour’ 
among members 


CAIRO. (AP) — Fifteen 
Arab countries on Sunday 
urged adopting a so-called 
charter of honour calling on 
Arabs to reconcile differ- 
ences lefr over from the Gulf 
war and to ban aggression as 
a way of resolving disputes. 

The charter, to be consi- 
dered at next month's meet- 
ing of Arab League foreign 
ministers, was recommended 
by Egypt and apparently is 
part of a diplomatic effort to 
end the rift caused by Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Esmat Abdel Meguid. 
secretary-general of the Arab 
League, said the “charter of 
honour for Arab security and 
cooperation" was sent to all 
the 22 member states to en- 


dorse. It is not dear - why 
seven league members, in- 
cluding Saudi Arabia and 
Syria, did not recommended' 
ratification. 

The proposed charter says 
‘Arab countries should give 
military backing to any 
league member facing aggres- 
sion. whether from fellow 
Arabs or other countries. It 
urges an Arab peacekeeping 
force be set up for this pur- 
pose. 

The paper also promised to 
establish a court of justice 
that would function as an 
arbitrator in Arab differ- 
ences. 

Under the charter, the 

(Continued on page 7) 


50 years after the bomb, Hiroshima looks to the future with eye on the past 


From P.V.Vivekanand in 
Hiroshima 

HIROSHIMA, the Japan- 
ese city that everyone said 
would be inhabitable for at 
least 70 years after it 
became the testing ground 
for the first atomic bomb on 
Aug. 6, 1945, has belied 
everyone’s predictions. 
Having recovered miracu- 
lously fast from the 
chaired, blackened mass left 
.behind by what the U.S. 
called “the Utde Boy,” 
Hiroshima today resembles 
any modem, fashionable 
city in the world. It has, like 
all Japanese cities, a Strong 
industrial base that employs 
hundreds of thousands, and 
a thriving economy. 

But beneath the buzzling 
thru one could see in 
Hiroshima today are the 
deep scars ploughed in by 
the world's first nuclear 
weapon ever used. 


There is no accurate esti- 
mate of how many people 
died instantly when “the 
Little Boy” exploded 580 
metres above Hiroshima, 
then a city of nearly half a 
million people, at 8.15 in 
the morning of Aug. 6 and 
unleashed a destructive, 
mushrooming radioactive 
swath the world had never 
seen before. Today, Hiroshi- 
ma's nearly one million 
people continue to live with 
that legacy, with at least 
320.000 survivors of the 
attack among them. 

Hundreds of the survivors 
— called “hibakushn” in 
Japanese — most of whom 
above 60 and continue to 
suffer from direct and indi- 
rect effects of the bomb, 
gather every morning at the 
Hiroshima Peace Park — a 
memorial for the victims of 
the “Little Boy.” They 
clean up the place, water the 
plants and grass, and seek to 


spend their last few years in 
tranquillity on the lawns of 
the sprawling compound, 
which hosts hundreds of 
visitors every day. 

Most of the visitors are 
Japanese schoolchildren 
seeking to learn more about 
what happened to their 
motherland, which their 
grandfathers and grand- 
mothers believed to be 
“God’s land, which could 
not be defeated," as one of 
the survivors described it. 

On display at the 
“Hiroshima Peace Memori- 
al Museum" are “memen- 
tos” of the bomb, including 
entire concrete walls, man- 
gled sieel structures, 
remains of clothes and other 
personal belongings of vic- 
tims and a massive amount 
of background information 
as well as rare photographs 
of the aftermath of the 
attack. 

Inscriptions at the muse- 


um cite several reasons for 
ihe U.S. decision to target 
Hiroshima: They recall that 
the city was a major military 
industrial centre and hitting 
that would have served as a 
resounding message to war- 
time Japan. Another reason, 
the inscriptions say, 
Hiroshima was never 
bombed and, as such, the 
remnants of the city after 
the attack would also have 
served as the best indicar 
tions yet of the impact and 
effects of a nuclear attack. 

Miyako Waianabe, a 
hibakusha who was 15 
when Hiroshima was 
bombed, vividly remembers 
the “blinding flash and sear- 
ing heat” that rushed 
towards her as she was get- 
ting out>of her house, some 
2.3 kilometres from the 
“hypocentre" of the bomb, 
to go to work at a military 
plant in the city. 

"We were trained to cope 


with bomb attacks and that 
was what saved uk:,” she 
recalled with a haunted 
look. “I hit the ground, 
plugged my_ears and nos- 
trils and covered my eyes." 

Ms. Waianabe was among 
the relatively lucky. She did 
not suffer any visible physi- 
cal injuries, unlike her 
mother, “whose hair stood 
out like Satan, with most of 
her skin hanging ouF after 
she took a direct blast. “We 
all thought she would die, 
but she survived and died 
this January/ said Ms. 
Waianabe. who continues to 
suffer from internal prob- 
lems which she attributed to 
her indirect exposure to 
radiation. 

The only reason she and 
her mother survived, Ms. 
Waianabe said, was that 
“we were too distant from 
the hypocentre." 

Everything within a two- 
kilometre radius from the 


hypocentre, marked by a 
plaque outside a commer- 
cial skyscraper today, was 
completely burnt, as pho- 
tographs inside the museum 
show. Fires blazed through- 
out the XAty for more than 
24 hours after the attack, 
leaving Hiroshima looking 
like a swath of land after a 
forest fire. At least 70,000 
were immediate victims of 
the attack and tens of thou- 
sands died in the ensuing 
months and years as a direct 
result of exposure to -radia- 
tion. 

Many relief workers who 
rushed to the area were also . 
irradiated, and, as tests 
proved, were indirect casu- 
alties of the bomb. Among 
them was Ms. Watanabe’s 
brother, who helped bury 
the dead. 

Ms. Waianabe got married 
in 19J>9, but “J was scared 
to have children.” 


However, she did bear a 
child, who, as it rurned out, 
did not suffer from the radi- 
ation the mother suffered. “I 
was afraid that she would be 
seen as a risk case since 1 
was exposed to radiation." 
but that did not happen, and 
now “my daughter is mar- 
ried, has a child and lives 
happily.” 

It was not until Aug. 11, 
1945 that Japanese press 
reports identified the 
weapons used in Hiroshima 
on Aug. 6; and in Nagasaki 
on Aug. 8, as the world’s 
first atomic bombs, but the 
victims of the attack could 
not care less. They were too 
busy picking up the bits and 
pieces of their lives from the 
wreckage. 

Not many other survivors 
were half as lucky as Ms. 
Watan abe, now an active 
anti-nuclear activist. 

Continued on page 7 
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King Fahd wants to inject 


new blood into government 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
said he wanted to inject new 
blood into his government 
when he reshuffled his 
cabinet last week. 

In a televised speech four 
days after he replaced his oil 
minister and 15 other cabinet 
members. King Fahd also 
said he wanted to maintain 
strong ties with the United 
States and as well as Euro- 
pean, Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries. 

“The change in the cabinet 
does not mean there were 
errors. I think it is belter to 
give an opportunity to other 
Saudis." he said at a 
swearing-in ceremony for his 
new ministers at the Red Sea 
city of Jeddah. 

Former ministers were also 
present. 

The king, who is also prime 
minister, said his role and 
that of the crown prince. 
Abdallah Ibn Abdul Aziz, 
was to “cooperate” with the 
ministers and “ease their 
task.” 


*T will not hesitate in any 
case to speak with a brother 
(minister) about a construc- 
tive measure." he said, 
adding he will do the same 
with the members of the Con- 
sultative Council and the 


“citizens.” 

When it comes to gov- 
ernemnt decisions, "the rule 
is the attachment to the 
Koran and the Sunna.” the 
tradition of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

“In foreign policy, we want 
to be friends with everyone, 
the United States, as well as 
European. Islamic and Arab 
countries.” he said. 

Saudi Arabia "was not 
looking for disputes with any- 
one but was also nor ready to 
give up one of its rights.” he 
added. 

"We want friendship 
among Arab countries and 
Islamic countries and to (pre- 
serve) special relations which 
exist with European coun- 
tries and America." he said. 

King Fahd Wednesday 
appointed 16 new ministers 


to a 28-membeT cabinet, in- 
cluding Ali Ibn Ibrahim A! 
Nouaimi, president of the 
state-run oil company Saudi 
ARAMCO. who replaced 
Hisham Nazer as oil minister. 

Under the basic law. or 
mini-constitution, issued by 
the king in 1993. the govern- 
ment was due to be dissolved 
in 1995 and successive 
cabinets appointed for man- 
dates of four years. 

King Fahd said: ”We are 
not creating problems to any- 
one but we do not accept that 
anybody should create prob- 
lems for us or to insult Saudi 
Arabia as a country or as a 
people." 

Saudi Arabia has moved so 
far this year to settle its bor- 
der with the United Arab 
Em i rates . signed a border 
deal with Oman and a 
framework for delineating its 
border with Yemen and is 
said to be preparing a settle- 
ment with Kuwait. 

He is expected to discuss 
bilateral relations including a 
border dispute with Qatari 


emir. Sheikh Hamad Ibn 
Khalifa Al Thani Sunday 
according to diplomatic 
sources in Doha: 


A 1992 bonier agreement 
between Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia has run into difficul- 
ties. Diplomats said there 
were hopes to settle this dis- 
pute which led to dashes; 
three years ago. 

Sheikh Hamad, .who 
ousted his father in a palace 
coup in June, was paying a 
one-day visit to Saudi Arabia 
Sunday; his first since the 
coup to any foreign country. 

The new cabiner has 
brought in highly-educated 
technocrats to take over key 
ministries in the first big 
shake-up since 1975. 

This was seen by analysts 
as a signal that the conserva- 
tive kingdom is pressing 
ahead with long-promised 
economic reforms. 

About 20 members of a 
28-man cabinet have post- 
graduate degrees, mainly 
from the United States. ■ 


Jewish settlers set up anti-PLO spy ring 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
religious activists and settlers 
have created a network to spy 
on PLO officials as part of a 
campaign to force the closure 
of the Palestinian headquar- 
ters in annexed East Jeru- 
salem. 

Armed with pistols, port- 
able telephones and video 
cameras, a group of 20 men 
film comings and goings or 
(ail the cars of Palestinian 
officials who want a share of 
ihe holy city for the capital of 
their own future state. 

With city hall support, they 
are building up files which 
they hope to use in court or 
foT propaganda in the strug- 
gle to maintain Jewish 
sovereignty over all of Jeru- 
salem. 

• The settlers' interests 
range wide and include prop- 
erty acquisitions by Palesti- 
nians, the opening of offices 
and gun permits. 

The group, from the highly 
politicised Beit Orot Bible 
institute on the Mount of 
Olives, work surveillance 
shifts outside the PLO head- 
quarters called Orient House 


or other targets such as the 
home of Faisal Husseini, the 
de facto PLO “minister” for 
Jerusalem. 

* Among their victims is 
Ahmad Tibi, an Arab born in 
Israel who acts as an adviser 
to PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

They also' maintain a less 
than discreet presence out- 
side the American Colony 
hotel, frequented by Palesti- 
nian society in East Jeru- 
salem. 

The “spies” have pub- 
lished a map of alleged PLO 
government offices in East 
Jerusalem and accuse the 
government of turning a 
blind eye to Palestinian 
attempts to strengthen the 
Arab character of the 
annexed sector of the city. 

The Israeli parliament pas- 
sed legislation in December 
outlawing official Palestinian 
political activities in Jeru- 
salem. 

The Forum for Greater 
Jerusalem, a right-wing body 
lobbying to expand the muni- 
cipal borders to include .a 
large swathe of the occupied 


West Bank, has thrown its 
weight behind the campaign 
of intimidation. 

The forum has set up its 
office in a tent outside Orient 
House. 

Rabbi Shmuel Meir, depu- 
ty mayor of Jerusalem and a 
member of the National Reli- 
gious Party, is pulling many 
of the strings. His presence 
implies at least the tacit sup- 
port of Mayor Ehud Olmert 
of the right-wing opposition 
Likud. 

“We are trying to disclose 
everything that the PLO does 
illegally in Jerusalem,” he 
said. 

According to Meir. there 
are 51 PLO-affiliated offices 
in East Jerusalem where 500 
Palestinian preventive secur- 
ity agents operate. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has admitted that 200 
agents of Jibril Rajub. the 
preventive security chief for 
the self-rule enclave of 
Jericho, work in the Holy 
City. 

But some settlers do not 
limit the campaign to simple- 
. surveillance. . “ 


Two of Mr. Husseini's 
guards have also been held. 

An opinion poll published 
Friday showed that 46 per 
cent of Israelis are against the 
settlers’ activities while only 
23 per cent support them 
wholeheartedly and 29 per 
cent only when they act with- 
in the law. 

Three times in recent 
weeks, Israelis have opened 
fire outside Mr. Husseini's 
house. 

U.S. Consul-General Ed 
Abington has branded Israeli 
security forces “extraordi- 
narily lax” against those who 
fired the shots. 

“This is vigilante action 
. which in any Western country 
would be condemned as pre- 
meditated harassment and 
the authorities would deal 
with it in a very firm 
fashion,” the senior Amer- 
ican . diplomat in Jerusalem 
said. 

Police announced Thurs- 
day evening, apparently after 
Mr. Abington’s outburst, 
that six Israelis, most West 
Bank setdersV had just -'been 
-detained. 


Iraqi opposition on verge of falling apart 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — The alliance 
•f Arab and Kurd opponents 
forged after the Gulf war to 
topple Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein is close to col- 
lapse. wracked by bloodshed, 
personal rivalries and dis- 
trust. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain have been trying to hold 
together the coalition, which 
they encouraged after the 
1991 conflict and have since 
provided air cover in the de- 
clared “safe haven” of north- 
ern Iraq. 

But Iraq also has been 
wooing the Kurds with calls 
for a resumption of contacts 
with the government in Bagh- 
dad. which lost control of the 
north of the country after the 
war. 

. Retired General Hassan Al 
Naqib. a leading opposition 
figure, said the Iraqi National 
Congress (INC) alliance was 
"finished” and that the lives 
of Arab opposition figures in 
Iraqi Kurdistan were iri dan- 
ger. 

“The Arab branch (of the 
.opposition) is the most im- 
portant, and the INC is no 
longer capable of assuring the 
fail of Saddam Hussein.” w said 
Ihe Sunni Muslim retired 
general. 

The general is one of the 


three leaders of the INC. 
based in northern Iraq, along 
with Kurdish chief Massud 
Barzani. head of the Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party ( KDP). 
and Sayed Mohammad Bahr 
Al Ulum. a Shiite religious 
leader. 


ing formed a secret alliance 
with President Saddam Hus- 


It has been more than a 
year since the three-member 
leadership council has met. 
and Mr. Ulum suspended his 
participation three months 
ago to protest the way. deri- 
sions were made. 


“I won’t go back to north- 
ern Iraq any more because I 
cannot work properly there. 
It’s a hopeless situation." 
Gen. Naqib told the Arab 
daily Al Hayat from the Sy- 
rian capital last week. 

An INC official in London, 
Kassem Ghali. said: “I fear 
that the conflict between 
General Naqib and Mr. Bar- 
zani will only lead to a split 
between Arabs and Kurds.” 


sein. 

But KDP spokesman Fazi 
Atrushi, contacted in Lon- 
don. dismissed all the charges 
and defended his group. 

“The KDP does not need a 
certificate of patriotism from 
a former chief of military 
intelligence.” he S3id. As for 
. Mr. Samarrai. he was "one of 
those who carried out the 
genocide of the Kurdish peo- 
ple" in an Iraqi onslaught in 
1988. 


against Saddam at a meeting 
at the Foreign Office Thurs- 
day. 

As for the president's 
opponents in the Shiite camp. 
Mohammad Baqir Al Hakim, 
based in Tehran, visited 
Damascus last week to try to 
rally the different factions. 


Another key Sunni Arab 
opposition figure. Wafiq Al 
Samarrai. charged that Mr. 
Barzani had tried to have him 
assassinated since his defec- 
tion to northern Iraq last 
December. 

On Thursday, the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
led by JaJal Talabani accused 
Mr. Barzani’s group of hav- 


An INC spokesman in 
London, Mohammad Abdul 
Jabbar. admitted that the 
coalition was in a crisis. 

“The effectiveness of rhe 
INC has diminished because 
of fighting in Kurdistan.” he 
said over the telephone, re- 
ferring to inter-Kurdish fight- 
ing over power and tax re- 
venues that has cost more 
than 2.000 lives since May* 
1994. 


The PUK-KDP clashes 
"have deprived the non- 
Kurdish opposition of a base 
in Iraq." Mr. Abdul Jabbar 
added. 

The two groups are to hold 
peace talks between Aug. 9 
and 1 1 in Lisbon under U.S. 
mediation, while Britain also 
urged the INC to close ranks 


But Mr. Hakim, leader of 
the Supreme Assembly of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SAIRI). also said the INC 
was "neither serious nor 
effective." 

The Iraqi Communist Par- 
ty has suspended its parti- 
cipation in the INC. and Al 
Daawa. the oldest Shiite 
group, has quit the .alliance. 

Financing for the INC and 
the use of the funds has ex- 
acerbated the internal quar- 
reling. "Reports in the 
American press that the INC 
received funds from the CIA 
(U.S. intelligence service) 
aggravated the situation.” 
Mr. Abdul Jabbar said. 

But Mr. Abdul Jabbar said 
there were few alternatives to 
the INC. 

“None of those who have 
left the INC have been able 
to form another coalition. 
Therefore, collective action 
remains imperative. No other 
group can alone topple Sad- 
dam.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Syria puts out oil well fire. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Fire fighters have put out a fire at an 
oil field in northeastern Syria which had been raging since 
May, Oil Mionsiter Nadir Nabulsi said Sunday. He said in a 
statement the fire at Al Izba Oil Well, near the Deir Al-Zor 
city, some 450 kilometres northeast of Damascus, was 
totally under control and the well was capped Saturday, he 
said die fire was caused bya blowout at the field which he 
described as rare in its size, nature and the volume of its 
pressure. A spokesman for the U.S. Boot and Coots 
Company said in New York last month that his firm was 
helping to fight the fire and cap the well. He said the 
blowout was burning 80,000 barrels per day of light crude 
oil. 


bv Charlffi Dickens. The CDLR was founded in 1993 by 

56 -* 

“undemocratic* methods. 


Iran students protest newspaper ban 


Opposition: S. Arabia is still feudal 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Saudi Arabia is still run in a “feudal 
and tribal” way despite the government reshuffle 
announced last week, an fslamic opposition group said. 
“The Committee for the Defence of Legitimate Rights 
(CDLR) sees no real changes in the policy, concept or 
attitude” of the government, the London-based group said 
in a statement received in Cyprus late Saturday, “the 
country is still labouring under the tribal and feudal 
mentality of Al Saud,” it said. “There are no changes in the 
government's policy or its views of state or society. The 
only salient reorganisation is one administration.” King 
Fahd Wednesday appointed 16 new ministers to a 27- 
member cabinet. “AU the appointees are of the Uriah 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Hundreds of Islamic radical students 
Sd arally at Tehran University Sunday to protert tire 
closure of a popular left-wing newspaper. University^ 

officials dosed the gates to the campus 
front of a mosque, bamng entry to anyone without a 
student card. The authorities banned the Peyam-E- 
Danehju (Student's Message) weekly last Monday. after 
accusing it of printing sensational news items and failing to 
conform with the country’s press law. Thepaperwas ve^ 
popular for its open and biting criticism of Iranian leaders, : 
notably President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjam. Tn a 
militant speech to the rally, the former managing director 
of the weekly, Heshmatollah Tabazadi, criticised the bap as 
a “violation of the constitution and freedom fo express- 
ion” He blasted university authorities for. ordering, the-, 
gates closed during the protest, saying the move .was 
reminiscent of the repressive measures taken towards, 
university students by last shah of Iran. The 1979 Islamic 
Revolution triumphed after people crashed through the 
dosed gates of universities,” in a sign of protest, he told 
protestors. “Closing the newspaper does not solve the 
problems?’ Mr. Tabazadi added, referring to the country's 
soda! and econmic iHs formerly addressed by Peyam. 


Turkish constitution changes please the West 


ANKARA (AFP) — Tur- 
key’s recent democratisation 
drive has delighted, the West- 
ern world, but the country is 
left with a more difficult-chal- 
lenge if it is to be admitted 
into the European Customs 
Union next year. 

A package of constitution- 
al amendments approved by 
parliament on July. 22 took 
Turkey by surprise and drew 
praise from the European 
Commission, France and the 
United States. 

Local and international hu- 
man rights groups, however, 
were outraged that it did not 
address political prisoners, 
prison torture and the dis- 
appearance of detainees 
under investigation. ' 

And experts say the 
changes, which among others 
allow associations political 
activity and lower the voting 
'age. fall just one step short of 
letting Turkey into the cus- 
toms union. 

That one step — scrapping 
political restrictions — is like- 
ly to set conservatives on a 
collision course with Tefor- 


mists and could drag out par- 
liamentary debates endlessly. 

“Turkey is very aware of 
what it has to do for the 
European Union in order not 
to endanger the customs un- 
ion.” said Jorg Ketelsen of 
the European Commission iri 
Turkey. 

The European Parliament 
is to decide in December on 
Turkey's entrance into the 
customs union. 

“If the government man- 
ages to make a substantial 
change in article eight, or to 
cancel it. .this could be the 
last stone on the way to a 
final yes by the European 
Parliament, ’’ Mr. Ketelsen 
told AFP. 

The infamous Article 8 be- 
longs to the “anti-terrorist”' 
law passed in the late 1980s in 
a bid to stem the Kurdish 
separatist movement. 

The . government and the 
Kurdish Workers’ Party 
(PKK) have been engaged in 
an 11-year battle that left 
20.000 people dead, includ- 
ing soldiers, militants and 
!< 5 >fllia$}$- .official figures say. 


Article 8 outlaws any act 
that could threaten Turkey's 
integrity and sovereignty. 

State security courts in- 
voked it last year to send six 
parliament deputies to jail for 
terms ranging up to 15 years, 
and the European Parliament 
wants them freed. 

Some 2,500 people have 
been convicted under the 
article with 6,000 others 
charged including profession- 
als. association leaders and 
about 120 journalists, accord- 
ing to human rights groups. 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler recently told the Belgian 
daily La Ubra Belgique that 
Article 8 was “incompatible 
with a democracy.” and was 
the last obstacle to be over- 
come. 

She hopes to get the 450- 
member parliament to abro- 
gate or change it. 

“The anti-terrorist law is 
basically to prevent terrorist 
propaganda,” said Murat 
Ersavci, a Ciller aide. 

“We need to introduce 
changes to enable the law to 
ensure that peopfocai^speak 


In Egypt, tying the knot can be a costly affair 


— 


CAIRO (R) — “It's ridicu- 
lous," says the 25-year-old 
Egyptian engineer. His Ran-, 
eee nods in agreement. 

“We’re hiring a belly- 
dancer with a chandelier and 
Western and Eastern bands. 
We’ve ordered a 10-tier cake 
and laser show. A singer is 
also coming. And by the way, 
we’re also almost broke." 
added Ahmad Salem, de- 
scribing his wedding. 

“But if we didn’t do ail 
this, what would the guests 
say. that our daughter isn’t 
good enoagh for a proper 
wedding?” asked fiancee 
Sahar Kamal, mimicking her 
mother. 

The couple shrug resigned- 
ly. He sighs she seems near to 
tears. Their combined annual 
salaries total less than 
$13,000 in a country where 
wedding can now cost as 
much as $30,000. 

"Weddings have become 
status symbols, occasions for 
economic and social showing 
off.” said Professor Nazek 
’•Nosseir, an Egyptian social 
researcher. 

"This phenomenon has in- 
creased despite skyrocketing 
costs, and each wedding tries 
to outdo the one before it," 
she added. 

In Egypt, who comes to 
your wedding and how much 
it costs define your standing 


as much as the car you drive. 

For the unemployed and 
impoverished majority of 
Egypt’s 60 million people, 
spending up to 100.000 Egyp- 
tian pounds ($30,000) on the 
night of a lifetime was not an 
option until social clubs and 
community halls introduced 
wedding-by-instalment 
schemes. 


Now, instead of spending 
at most about $300 on strings 
of fairy lights and enough, 
sherbat — a syrupy celebra- 
tion drink — to keep the 
neighbourhood happy.-'many 
are borrowing from relatives 
or employees to keep up 
appearances. 


ceremonies a day during the 
summer. 

Guests can enjoy a three- 
course buffet in the mirrored 
ballroom for an average cost 
of 100 Egyptian pounds ($30) 
per person. A minimum of 
200 people is usual, meaning 
a cost of at least $6,000 — 
before extras like a belly- 
dancer ($1,500). Eastern and 
Western bands (up to $2,700 
total), cake (up to $300) and 
laser show (up to $450). 


“The amount of social 
pressure you have to go 
through is 'unbearable. I’ve 
agreed to do what she and my 
parents want just to get 
everyone off my case." said a 
24-year-old who asked not to 
be named for fear his fian- 
cee’s parents would read this. 

Caterers pump up the price 
accordingly, turning wed- 
dings into a multi-million- 
pound-a-year business. 

■ “We try to cater each party 
according to the guest, but 
there are standards we do not 
below,’”' said Ashraf 


“I know people who have 
spent so much money on 
their wedding that they didn’t 
have enough for a honey- 
moon,” said Ehab Younis, an 
engineer based in Italy. “If 
they don’t make a ceremony 
that’s expected, their family 
will lose face and for the 
elite, nothing could be 
worse." 


mony, which can last as long ; 
as six hours. With full sto: 
machs, the guests settle down* 
to enjoy the band, occas? 
sionalfy ululating with plea-! 
sure. : | 

Marriage in Islam, Egypt's : 
official religion, is a two-part 
affair: The official agreement 
between the couple witnessed i 
by as cleric, and the: 
announcement the marriage 1 
has taken place. Some think : 
the bigger the announce^ i 
.ment, the more religious they ! 
are. . i* 


Sobhi. assistant banqueting 
manager for a posh Cairo 
hotel who hosts at least two 


A belly-dancer and tables 
groaning under piles of food 
nave for centuries been the 
basis of a socially acceptable 
Egyptian, wedding. 

The bride sits statuesque 
on a throne-like chair beside 
her husband, grinning imane- 
ly at her guests after being 
heralded into the room by a 
30-strong band complete with 
cymbals, trumpets and tam- 
bourines. 

The buffet comes abour 
h3lf-way through the cere- 


“So much conditioning! 
goes into these affairs that ; 
the line between religions ‘ 
and society gets fuzzy.” one ■ 
Muslim woman said. “You ■ 
can satisfy your religion even ; 
better without all that un-; 
necessary expenditure — and 
of course a belly-dancer.” . • 

Some strict Muslims frown , 
on these ceremonies, calling - 
them modem innovation^ • 
and quoting a saying of the 1 
prophet Mohammad that all ! 
innovations lead to damna-! 
tion. 

“Some couples flout what : 
is perceived as their social, 
duty and do their own thing, ! 
not spending tons of money ; 
and having a good time,” said - 
Kama!. “But they are brave’ - 
^nd w e are not." c 

Salem sighs and nods. 
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Bahrain. Ahu Dhabi. Murat IGF) 

55 :::— : 

BM Cairo tMS) 

Amsterdam (Ki_) 


HIJAZ railway 
train 


Monday 

D^-IW«5 P m - CVCry MOnday 

Arr. Alton*, 30 ^ 8mbf 

5:uo p.m. every Sunday' 


MARKET prices 


Uppcr/lowcr price 


Apple 

Banana ... 

Carrol 

Cauliflower 

JSSPlani .... 

Garlic 

Grapes 

Lemon ... 

Saarr 1 

Gkni 

Onion (<JryS 

Orange .... *’■*" 

^Caches 

Pepper fhoij 

:::::::::: 

SmngBc^j-;;; 

Sweet Melon 

Wi »e r Melon 


fds per kg. 


.... 700/500 

680 

620 

.... 100/50 

230/130 

300/200 

...' 160/100 
... 280/180 
.... 180/100 

650/5W 

320/220 

... 600 / 500 
200/150 
... 330 / 250 

120/80 

...800/600 
... 200/ 100 

420/320 

800/600 

... 200/100 
.. 160/100 
... 380/280 
...440/300 
...280/180 

140/80 

120/60- 


in approval of Kurdish separ-! 
atism.”' 1 

But he predicted: “It is 
very difficult for the con-* 
servative parliament to make,’ 
the change.” 

With about 100 parliament, 
members expected to vote- 
against- touching Article 8,! 
Ms. Ciller is likely to have a; 
rough time building up a; 
majority. 

But, as with the constitu-! 
tional changes, the vote may. 
swing in her favour at the last- 
minute. 

. Much of the opposition! 
comes from conservatives; 
within, her own True Path- 
Party who strengthen a block 
of uitranationalist, rightist' 
and Islamic fundamentalist-; 
oriented deputies. 

“There are a lot of ideas” ', 
on how to handle Article 8.! 
said a Western diplomat who; 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. ■ 

“We expect October to toe; 
a very intense period, there’s; 
a lot on their (the govern^! 
ment’s) agenda, but they are! 
committedr-te daing-iLf- ) 
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Iraqi singer Kazem AI Saher (centre) and his troupe perform Saturday night at the 
finale of the 14th Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts. By popular demand, the Iraqi 
musical group were to give on additional performance at Jerash ’s South-Theatre Sun- 
day night (photo by Yousef AI 'Allan) 


PLO clinic doctors fear salary cuts 
are a sign of things to come 


Beatrix Xmmenkamp the past two years. 

Special to the Jordan Tunes "The doctors themselves 

had to collect money from 
Amman — A recent deci- rich donors and relatives to 

sion by the Palestine pay the rent and electricity, 

National Authority (PNA) water, and telephone bills 

in Gaza to reduce the and to pay the salaries of the 

salaries of 23 Palestinian workers. Physicians' 

physicians working in the salaries were paid late, and 

Palestine Liberation Organ- from January to July 1994, 

Jsation's (PLO) clinics in we were not paid at all," the 

Jordan has caused concern doctor complained, 

among PLO cadres in the According to Ghazi Hus- 
Kingdom, one of the affect- seini. general supervisor of 
•ed physicians told the Jor- the Palestinian Social Secu- 
dan Times. rity Department, the accu- 

"There -are 1 fears 1 amon g tm riared debt of the PLO 
tnembers-orthe PLO in Jor- Clinics amounts' to around' 
dan thaf a recent*' fnove 165,000.*' , ~ . 

the PNA to cut the salaries Approximately ’" 20,000 
of 23 PLO physicians by Palestinian families benefit 


half could indicate the 
beginning of a trend in the 
PLO leadership to no longer 
fulfil its obligations towards 
its men and their families in 
Jordan," the physician, who 
preferred anonymity, said. 

"We fear that the PNA is 
waiting to see our reaction 
to this move and will then 
gradually cut financial sup- 
port for all recipients of 
PLO money here in Jordan," 
he added. 

According to the doctor, 
the 23 physicians working 
for the PLO in the Kingdom 
were informed of the PNA’s 
decision to, as he described 
it, "put them on reserve," in 
a letter which did not give 
any reason for the move to 
cut the salaries. 

. Coming at the end of two 
financially very difficult 
years for the clinics, the 
PNA's decision could final- 
ly bring the doctors' activi- 
ties to a standstill. 

Physicians would then be 
forced to seek employment 
elsewhere. 

Allegedly, the PLO has 
not paid the rent for the 
building in which the 
A mman clinic is housed for 


bum services in the three 
clinics in Amman, Zarqa 
and Irbid. 

But even though the 
Amman clinic, opened in 
1 984, is still operating, 
offering ear, nose and 
throat, gynaecological and 
dental treatment, surgical 
operations. X-rays, labora- 
tory tests and medicines to 
70 patients every day, its 
days are numbered unless 
the PNA reverses its deci- 
sion, the doctor said. 

Recipients of the medical 
treatment include 2,000 pre- 
vious PLO fighters, some of 
whom are severely handi- 
capped as a result of their 
participation in PLO activi- 
ties, and whose survival 
depends on affordable med- 
ical care. 

According to a spokesman 
from the • Palestinian 
Embassy in Amman, many 
of the patients who were 
previously treated in the 
clinic have left for die West 
Bank and Gaza, significant- 
ly reducing the number of 
patients seeking treatment 
in Jordan. 

In addition, he said, most 
of those who still remain are 


expected to leave Jordan in 
the next months, following 
an agreement between 
Israel and the PLO on 
expanding Palestinian self- 
rule. 

But the 23 physicians who 
would be affected by the 
PNA decision said this rea- 
soning was not convincing. 
They asked why they have 
not been invited to move to 
the West Bank and Gaza, to 
make their services avail- 
able to residents there, if 
they -are no long er needed' 
here. " " _ ... ;... 

.' According to the physi- 
cian who spoke to the Jor- 
dan Tunes, the Palestinian 
Ministry of Health is writ- 
ing daily in the press about 
its need for medical special- 
ists, but no invitation to 
move to the West Bank or 
Gaza has reached the PLO’s 
physicians in Jordan. 

As a result, doctors who 
have worked for the PLO 
for little money over the 
years, he said, feel 
betrayed. 

Allegations that the PLO 
clinics had not been provid- 
ing any health services to 
their beneficiaries for more 
than one and a half years, 
and that (his was one of the 
reasons for the reduction of 
the salaries, reached the 
physicians through unoffi- 
cial channels. 

Physicians reject this 
accusation strongly, citing 
instead the efforts they 
made to keep the clinics 
operating in the face of seri- 
ous financial difficulties. 

Repeated requests for an 
official explanation of the 
PNA’s decision from the 
physicians and the Palestin- 
ian Social Security Depart- 
ment have so far remained 
unanswered. 


Visiting U.S. official tours refugee camps 
with head of Palestinian affairs department 


AMMAN (J. T.) — Office 
Director of the Refugee Pro- 
gramme at the United States 
Stale Department Michael 
Metrinko met here Sunday 
with the director of the 
Palestinian Affairs Depart- 
ment at the Foreign Min- 
istry, Ibrahim Turshibi, to 
discuss problems related to 
Palestinian refugees. 

According to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. 
Metrinko discussed the qual- 
ity and conditions under 
which refugees live in the 
camps in particular, as well 
as plans to improve the liv- 
ing conditions of camp resi- 
dents. 

Mr. Metrinko, who will 
stay in the Kingdom until 
Friday, was expected to tour 
refugee camps in Jordan and 
hold more talks with offi- 
cials and United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) representatives. 

Accompanied by UNRWA 
General Coordinator Dennis 
Brown, Mr. Metrinko was 
briefed by Mr.Tarshihi about 
the government's continual 
assistance to the refugees 
and basic services offered 
them by government depart- 
ments. 

Nearly 40 per cent of the 
total number of Palestinian 
refugees have lived in Jor- 


dan since the 1948 Arab- 
Israeli war when they were 
forced to flee their lands, 
, Mr. Tarshihi said. 

The peace era requires fur- 
ther efforts on the pan of the 
world community, especial- 
ly the United States, to 
ensure continued and better 
services to the refugees, he 
said. 

He said that UNRWA 
needs to continue improving 
services until a final settle- 
ment has been found for the 
refugee problem. 

Any reduction of the level 
of services to the refugees 
would have serious conse- 
quences on the whole area, 
said Mr. Tarshihi who also 
demanded that donor nations 
help the agency shoulder its 
responsibilities. 

The failure of UNRWA to 
cany out its humanitarian 
services would have a nega- 
tive impact on the Middle 
East peace process, be 
added. 

Commenting on the Cabi- 
net's decision Saturday to 
allocate JD 259,000 towards 
improving conditions at the 
refugee camps, Mr. Tarshihi 
said die decision came in 
line with the government's 
continued efforts to improve 
general services and general 
conditions at the camps. 



Palestinian children at the Baqa* refugee camp help in cleaning a construction site 
t UNRWA file photo) 


In a statement to Petra, Mr. 
Tarshihi said that senior offi- 
cials from his office toured 
all refugee camps in Jordan 
in order to determine the res- 


idents' needs. Besides basic 
public services, these com- 
munities requires proper 
roads, he stated. 

Mr. Tarshihi said that his 


department was keen on 
seeking more financial aid 
from the government in 
order to further cany out 
essential services. 


Ministry appeals to U.S. to allow 
lyadNejem’s parents to attend trial 


Japan to study electricity loss in 
Jordan’s national power network 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The For- 
eign Ministry has appealed 
to U.S. authorities to allow 
the parents of Iyad Nejem, 
the Jordanian citizen 
charged with involvement in 
the 1993 World Trade Cen- 
tre bombing, to attend the 
trial of their son, the Jordan 
news agency, Petra, reported 
Sunday. 

The 24-year-old Nejem is 
accused of driving the vehi- 
cle -4hat — transported the 

bomb jiato /the- World Trade 
Cenfre^J ' 

He was extradited from 
Jordan to the U.S. last 
Thursday. 

Petra said Justice Minister 
Hisham Tal assured Nejem's 
parents at a meeting in his 
office Sunday that the gov- 
ernment was in continuous 
contact with U.S. officials 
with regard to the parents' 
request to be allowed to 


attend their son's trial. 

Nejem pleaded not guilty 
to conspiracy charges relat- 
ed to the blast that killed six 
people, injured 1,000 and 
caused millions of dollars in 
damage to the 110-storey 
twin towers in Manhattan. 

Nejem, who has been 
assigned a court-appointed 
lawyer at Manhattan Federal 
Court, was ordered to reap- 
. pear in court on Aug. 16. . 

"He is charged with. the 
•planning - stages;' execution “ 
stages and particularly trans- 
portation of the bomb,” U.S. 
Attorney Mary Jo White 
told a - news conference 
before Nejem's arraignment. 

The accused's father, Mah- 
moud Nejem, told Reuters 
on Thursday: . "I have a 
sweeping feeling that be is 
innocent because he chose 
to go to New York and to 
meet the officials there.". 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Committee prepares for King’s birthday 

Amman (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Sunday chaired a meeting of a higher committee charged 
with preparing for the country's celebrations of His Majesty 
King Hussein's birthday on Nov. 14, The enthusiasm of peo- 
ple from all walks of life to celeberate this occasion reflects 
(he Jordanian people's love and loyalty to King Hussein, 
who devoted his life for the advancement of Jordan, Sharif 
Zeid said. Deputy Prime Minister and Information Minister 
Khalid Karaki, who chairs a special sub-committee in 
charge of following up on preparations for the celebrations, 
reviewed ideas and programmes proposed by the various 
bodies to mark the occasion, saying that such ideas and pro- 
grammes will be translated into days of joy all over Jordan. 

Yemeni minister to arrive for talks 

Amman (Petra) — Yemeni Deputy Prime Minister and Min- 
ister of Development and Planning Abdul Qader Bajamal 
arrives here today Monday on a week-long visit to Jordan, 
during which he will meet with Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and other senior officials from the ministries of 
planning, and energy and mineral resources. 


AMMAN ( Petra ) — The 
Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency (J1CA) 
Sunday signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding with 
the Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) to conduct 
a study designed to min- 
imise the loss of electric 
energy distributed by JEA 
throughout the country. 

JICA official Yushitaca 
Adakwa whkf ' Signed the 

Mohammad- Azzam, the' 
JEA deputy director general, 
said in a statement that a 
JICA team has arrived in 
Jordan to conduct the study 
and find new means for 
improving the process of 
electricity distribution to the 
Jordan Electric Power Com- 
pany (JEPCO) and the coun- 
try’s power generation sta- 
tions in Jordan. 

The JICA team will con- 
duct a general survey and 
collect information about 
the electric power situation 
before the study. 

According to Mr. Azzam, 
the JEA is intent on reducing 
and eliminating the electric 
power loss because it would 
mean a significant savings 
of fuel which has been 
required to generate the 
electric power stations. He 
added that conserving elec- 
tric power would provide a 
better supply to the con- 
sumers. 

He estimated the current 
loss of electric power at 15 
per cent. 

Referring to other difficul- 
ties in power supply, Mr. 
Azzam said that the power 
supply reaches 99 per cent 
of the urban and rural 
regions of Jordan, but the 
long cables carrying the 
power cause further energy 



Jordan Electricity Authority engineers at work on power 
lines (file photo) 


losses on the way . 

He said the JEA requires 
new technology to curb such 
losses, hence the signing of 
the memorandum ' with 
JICA. 

Mr. Adakwa, who is assis- 
tant director to JICA’s 
Department of Energy and 
Minerals, said his team will 
start working with the con- 
cerned parties in Jordan 
after the survey has been 
completed. 

He remarked that the pre-. 
sent technology in use here 


is traditional and requires 
development in order to deal 
efficiently with the problem. 

Mr. Adakwa said JICA 
will despatch two Jordanian 
experts to Japan to .famil- 
iarise themselves with his 
country's system of fully 
exploiting electric power. . 

Prior to signing the memo- 
randum, the JICA team visit- 
ed various power generation 
stations in A mman and 
Aqaba and the JEA's power 
control centre . 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


MEETING 

*■ Meeting of the Amman Rotary Cosmopolitan Club at 
the InterContinental Hotel Tuesday, Aug. 8 at 1:30 p.m. 
(instead of Wednesday). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* paintings by Aneta Traikova at Alia Art Gallery. 

*. "Exhibition of Chinese Products '95/' at AI Bassam 
Hall, King Abdullah Gardens. 

*; Handicrafts and souvenirs at Amman Citadel (9:00 
^.rrt - 6:00 p.m.) 

*; Exhibition demonstrating the development of cinema 
over the past centurey at the French Cultural Centre. • 


Britain hopes to reduce Jordan’s debt before MENA summit, says envoy 
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By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

Amman — British Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Peter Hinch- 
cliffe Sunday said his gov- 
ernment will do all it can to 
reduce Jordan’s debt to Lon- 
don prior to the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit to be held 
here in October. 

Jordan’s remaining debt to 
the United Kingdom cur- 
rently stands at JD 369 mil- 
lion in the form of export 
credit . guarantees, Mr. 
Hinchcliffe told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We are going to do bur 
best (to remove the burden 
of debt), but we are not sure 
if anything can be done 
before the MENA summit,*" 
said Mr. Hinchcliffe. 

Britain wrote off around 
JD 50 million of debt fol- 


lowing the signing of the 
•Washington Declaration in 
July 1994, the ambassador 
said. 

The outstanding debt of 
• JD 369 million arose during 
the late 1980s. 

Bilateral trade increased 
during that period, but the 
successive economic slump 
rendered many Jordanian 
companies incapable of 
meeting financial commit- 
ments made with British 
firms. Those companies 
insured by the Export Credit 
Guarantee Department 
(ECGD) recovered their 
losses from the ECGD, 
explained Mr. Hinchcliffe. 

The ECGD is a British 
governmental organisation, 
therefore debts accrued are 
repayable to the British gov- 
ernment. 

Jordan’s economic slump 
resulted from the devalua- 


tion of the dinar in 1989 and 
the aftermath of the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis: the international 
trade embargo on Iraq, the 
blockade of Aqaba, the 
influx of around 300,000 
returnees and the subse- 
quent loss of remittances 
and the lapse of trade with 
Gulf countries. 

“Jordan has one of the 
most debt burdened govern- 
ments in the world, (owing) 
about JD 6 billion, whether 
as loans to be repaid, as 
export credit guarantees or 
to the IMF (International 
Monetary Fund) and oth- 
ers," Mr. Hinchcliffe said. 

The problem of debts 
owed as export credit guar- 
antees, said the ambassador, 
is that investors’ faith in a 
county’s ability to fulfil 
commitments is lessened. 
The main objective of the 
MENA summit is to entice 


massive investment in the 
region. 

However, former Minister 
of Finance Sami Gammob 
said in January that the IMF 
recommendation to extend 
about $53 million in addi- 
tional credit facilities to the 
Kingdom was an expression 
of confidence in Jordan’s 
economic performance. 

Mr. Hinchcliffe stated that 
it must also be remembered 
that the Paris Club, of which 
the U.K. is a member, meets 
annually to discuss debt 
rescheduling. Debt resched- 
uling by the Paris Gub bas 
been carried out over the 
past three years, he said, 
adding that although imme- 
diate debt servicing is then 
stalled, the overhanging 
debt is a burden to the 
Kingdom and inhibits 
development. 

“When Mr. Major visited 


Jordan (in March) he said he 
would do what he could to 
relieve the country ... in 
appreciation for the signing 
of the (Jordan - Israel) peace 
treaty and to show support 
for Jordan,” Mr. Hinchcliffe 
noted. 

The ambassador said that 
although Britain would like 
to follow in the footsteps of 
the United States which 
recently wrote off the King- 
dom’s debt to Washington, 
including export credit guar- 
antees. “the ECGD is a gov- 
ernmental organisation that 
can’t show a loss.” There- 
fore, he added, a measure 
such as this would require a 
political decision as 
opposed to an economic 
one. 

“Jordan is not in the 
league table of poor coun- 
tries. It is a middle income 
county," he said, “but the 


difference between it and 
other middle income coun - 1 
tries is its involvement in 
the peace process and raised 
expectations since the sign- 
ing of the peace treaty.” 

The options in hand, said 
the ambassador, include the 
repurchasing of debt at * a 
lower cost than actual value, 
known as “debt swap.” Debt 
swap allows for the amount 
to .be repaid to be pumped 
into developmental projects. 

Instead Britain could write 
off more of the outstanding 
debt or at worst it could 
remain with the ECGD 
which at least levies interest 
at for cheaper rates than 
banks, he said. 

"We would like to be able 
to write off more, but we 
can’t go so far,” Mr. Hinch- 
cliffe reiterated. "We are try- 
ing to do something by the 
time of the MENA summit-" 
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Murayama tries to quell factional 
struggle to save coalition 


Castro lashes out at U.S. embargo 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Japan’s Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama. is bat- 
tling to stop factional power 
struggles within his ^ruling 
coalition from ruining plans 
for a cabinet reshuffle aimed 
at giving a fresh start to the 
alliance after an electoral set- 
back. 

Mr. Murayama is faced 
with the difficult task, of hold- 
ing the three-party coalition 
together while leaders of the 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) and New Parry Saki- 
gake grapple with internal 
power struggles after a poor 
showing in upper house elec- 
tions held in July. 

The Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) leader's plans to 
reshuffle his cabinet could be 
thrown into disarray with 
LDP chief and Foreign 
Minister Yohei Kono's posi- 
tion being challenged by par- 
ty stalwart Ryutaro Hahimo- 
to. who is minister of interna- 
tional trade and industry. 

The LDP. which is* the 
largest force in the 13-month- 
oid coalition, is preparing for 
party presidential elections in 
, September. 

“Nothing should be en- 
tangled with the presidential 
election of the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party.” Mr. Murayama 
said at a Sunday news confer- 
ence in Hiroshima after 
attending a commemorative 


event for the 50th 
anniversary of the aromic 
bombing of the city. 

The prime minister added 
that the power struggle be- 
tween Mr. Kono and Mr. 
Hashimoto was “an internal 
party affair." 

The coalition was shaken 
two weeks ago by Sakigake 
■ chief Masaroshi takemura 's 
threat to quit as head of the 
party and also give up his 
posting as finance minister to 
take responsibility for his 
party's poor performance in 
the upper house elections. 

Mr. Murayama has 
affirmed that he was asking 
Mr. Kono and Mr. Takemura 
to«stay on in their posts "to 
strengthen cooperation and 
mutual trust among the party 
chiefs" and maintain the ba- 
lance of power within the 
coalition. He is also expected 
to ask Mr. Hashimoto to 
t remain as trade minister. 

Mr. Kono. however, is re- 
luctant to keep his cabinet 
portfolio when his chair- 
manship of the LDP is at 
stake with strong competition 
from Mr. Hashimoto. 
analysts said. 

Mr.Kono said Saturday he 
had difficulty remaining as 
foreign minister “not for'per- 
sonal. selfish reasons." 

“I am arguing (against 
staying) because the cabinet 
should be reformed in a way 


which clearly shows what it is 
'aiming to do.” 

Senior LDP member 
Kanezo Muranoka. who be- 
longs to a faction opposing 
Mr. Kono's rule, argued Sun- 
day that he was trying to link . 
the -party's position in the 
coalition to the upcoming 
partv polls. 

"The foreign minister is 
linking the cabinet reshuffle 
to the party election." Mr. 
Muaraoka said in a panel 
discussion organised by the 
Japan Broadcasting Corp. 

The influential Asahi daily 
said in a report Sunday that 
Mr. Kono was “ken to leave 
the foreign minister's post 
with his eyes fixed on the 
party's presidential election." 

“The rivalry between Mr. 
Kono and Mr. Hashimoto is 
likely to be deepened howev- 
er the election is settled." it 
added. 

Press reports said Mr. 
Hahsimoto. who returned 
home from a South' East 
Asian tour Saturday, was ex- 
pected to be contacted soon 
by the premier about the 
impending cabinet reshuffle. 

The reshuffling has been 
expected ever since the ba- 
lance of power was altered in 
July 23 elections for seats in 
the House of councillors, 
with the LDP making only 
modest gains. Sakigake win- 


ning a few scats and the SDP 
recording its worst showing in 
any upper house polls, 

the opposition Shinshinto. 
or New Frontier Party, made 
the largest gains in (he polls. 

Mr. Murayama. who was 
elected premier last year as 
result of a marriage of con- 
venience between the LDP 
and the Social Democrats., 
has refused to step down 
despite the upper house elec- 
tions debacle. 

On Sunday, he said the 
cabinet needed to be reshuf- 
fled as soon as possible to 
continue administrative and 
economic reforms and to se- 
cure Japan's economic recov- 
ery, “I have to consider a 
fresh cabinet to respond to all 
of these things." he said. 

In two rounds of meetings 
Friday, both Mr. Kono and 
Mr. Takemura refused to 
commit themselves to stay in 
their respective posts, 
although they told Mr. | 
Murayama they would re- 
main in the cabinet in unspe- 
cified posts. 

The three were to meet 1 
again Monday. 

Mr. Murayama said the 
reshuffle would take place in 
the first half of the week, 
without specifying, the date. 
Parliamentary sources said 
the most likely date would be 
Tuesday. 


Cali cartel boss arrested in Colombia Punks sow 

CALI. Colombia (AFP) — Mr. Rodriguez, who had 'Political and economic life. til rrVi t flf 

Mfguel Rodriguez Orejuela. been the number-two leader Colombian Defence Minis- ^1 XIX^IXX v/X 


CALI. Colombia (AFP) — 
Mfguel Rodriguez Orejuela. 
reputed kingpin of the Cali 
cocaine cartel, was arrested 
* early Sunday at a home here 
in the latest blow to the 
world's most powerful drug 
gang, police said. 

Police chief Rosso Jose 
Serrano said Mr. Rodriguez 
was arrested while sleeping in 
a residence in western Cali, 
some 500 kilometres west of 
Bogota. Four other people 
were arrested in the raid. 

The suspects offered no 
resistance, police said. Two 
small briefcases believed to 
contain key information ab- 
out the drug organisation 
were also seized. 

■ Members of the 'combined 
army and police ■ anti-drug 
team had been searching the 
Cali region fori Mr. Rodri-* 
guez for weeks. On Saturday, 
the task force raided a clinic 
in Cali where he was believed 
to have been. 


Mr. Rodriguez, who had 
been the number-two leader 
of the Cali group, was be- 
lieved to have taken the reins 
of the powerful and political- 
ly connected cartel following 
the arrest June 9 of his 
brother. Gilberto. 

U.S. officials have said the 
Cali -organisation is responsi- 
ble for as much as SO per cent 
of the world's cocaine pro- 
duction. and Miguel Rodri- 
guez has been indicated in 
several U.S. cities on drug 
trafficking charges. 

Five of rhe cartel's seven 
key leaders — including Gil- 
berto Rodriguez Orejuela — 
bad already been either 
arrested or surrendered to 
officials in recent months. ’• 
Following the latest-arrest, 
the only top leader of the 
cartel still at large is Helmer 
Herrera. 

■pie drug organisation is 
believed to have a pervasive 
influence over Colombian 


political and economic life. 

Colombian Defence Minis- 
ter Fernando Botero resigned 
Wednesday amid allegations 
that he used drug money to 
fund President Ernesto Sam- 


Wednesday amid allegations IT! 

that he used drug money to LC'X X v/X ill 
fund President Ernesto Sam- ^ 
per's presidential campaign ( T P TITl T1 V 
last year, ironically. • Mr. VJ C* UXaXXJf 


Botero had been leading the 
stepped-up campaign to cap- 
ture the Cali leaders. 

Last month. Mr. Samper’s 
former campaign treasurer. 
Santiago Medina, was ac- 
cused of accepting a $50,000 
check from a Cali cartel front 
business. 

Mr. Samper has main- 
tained that if any drug money 
was used to finance his cam- 
paign it was done without his 
knowledge, and he promised 
to . cooperate "with any inves- 
tigation; 

* At feist 345 raids on drifts' 
homes, offices and clinics, 
resulting in the arrest of 25 
Deople, have been carried out 
by anti-drug team this 
year. 


Kim Jong-II to become N. Korean 
president in September — report 


TOKYO (AFP) -- Kim 
Jong-II may become North 
Korea's president iround its 
national day on Sept. 9. a 
press report said Sunday. 

“It is certain that Secretary 
Kim will assume the pres- 
idency within September." 
the Japanese newspaper 
Nihon Keizai quoted an in- 
formed source in Tokyo as 
saying. 

The leading economic daily 
also said Kim Jong-II, the 
People's Army supreme com- 


mander since late 1991. was 
likely to become head of 
North Korea's all-powerful 
Workers Party on the 50th 
anniversary of its foundation 
on Oct. 10. 

The two top posts have 
been vacant since the death 
of his father. Kim II-Sung. on 
July 8 last year. Delays in the 
power transfer, officially 
attributed to a year of mourn- 
ing. have raised questions 
abroad about the junior 
Kim's health and ability to 


govern. 

The sources said . the 
Pyongyang-guided General 
Association of Korean Resi- 
dents in Japan (Chongryun) 
had begun preparations' for 
celebrations for Mr. Kim's 
inauguration. 

Cnongiyun is scheduled to 
convene its central commit- 
tee on Sept. 13 and the meet- 
ing could be used to com- 
memorate the junior Kim's 
ascession to the presidency, 
the newspaper said. 


Yeltsin’s secret study on Russian 
nuclear safety ‘shows many problems ‘ 


BERLIN (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin has a 
secret report that reveals se- 
rious accidents in his coun- 

• try's nuclear installation and 
poor protection against nuc- 
lear smuggling, the Welt 

- Am Sonntag newspaper said 

• Sunday. 

Russian authorities have 
begun to take action to cor- 
rect catastrophic dangers as a 
result of the report mat Mr. 
Yeltsin received on May 19, 
said the article written by. 
Professor Nikolai Nor- 
Mesek, director of the Insti- ' 
tute for Soviet Studies in 
Frankfort. 

The report is a comprehen- 
sive survey of nuclear facili- 
ties,- from atomic-powered 
submarines to nuclear power 
plants, research centres, ura- 
nium mines and plutonium 
factories. Welt Am Sonntag 
said. 

It covered in detail prob- 
lems that have become evi- 
dent since the breakup of the 
Soviet Union and the 
splintering of the huge Soviet 
nuclear complex. 

Case of lax security or safe- 
ty abound. There are fears 


— An accident in a Pacific 
Fleet nuclear submarine in 
summer 1993 killed 21 Rus- 
sian sailors and injured two, 
but navy commanders tried 
to cover it up. 

— There have been serious 
explosions in a factory mak- 
ing nuclear submarines at 
Severodinsk in recent years. 
Casualty figures are not 
known but apparently were' 
high as death notices were 
published for numerous offic- 
ers and scientists who sup- 
posedly died in auto acci- 
dents. 

— Scientists with nuclear 
secrets can slip out of the 
country by paying as little as 
$100 to bribe Border Guards. 

— Some strategic weapons 
system have only half the 
required crews, with resul- 
tant failures in maintenance 
and poor radiation protection 
for soldiers. 

— Two nuclear power 
plants, at Tver and Kursk in 
western Russia, suffer from 
especially severe safety de- 
fects. 

— From the beginning of 
1992 to May this year there 
were around 25 serious inci- 
dents in Russian nuclear 


that low funding could lead 'to in Russian nuciear 

accidents and environmental' W 

disasters, and that terrorists 7 \698 incidents including 


and rogue countries could 
buy weapons-grade nuclear 
materials sold into the black 
market by poorly paid nuc- 
lear -technicians. 

‘Among the details in the 
article: 


7,698 incidents including 
minor problems. 

— Safety standards in ura- 
nium mines have not im- 
proved since 1963. Miners 
have worn-out protective 
gear and little medical .sup- 
port. 


The article said the direc- 
tor of the uranium mine cal- 
led Krasnoyarsk-26 in eastern 
Siberia, Valentin Lebedev, 
insisted last year that Mr. 
Yeltsin visit the mine and 
personally see the poor con- 
ditions after Mr. Lebedev’s 
warnings brought no re- 
sponse from the Russian 
bureaucracy. 

Mr.- Yeltsin ordered the 
comprehensive survey of nuc- 
lear facilities after being con- 
victed that there were many 
dangers, and that his reputa- 
tion as a guarantor of nuclear 
safety was at stake, the article 
said. 

Since the report was com- 
pleted in May, the Russian 
government has issued more 
decrees on nuclear safety and 
has formed working groups 
to deal with the crisis, the 
article said. 

Problems in Russian nuc- 
lear facilities have caused 
concern repeatedly in other 
countries, and since the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union 
more information on the 
topic has been published. 
Last July, for instance, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency re- 
ported that workers at a 
plutonium-producing plant in 
Krasnoyarsk hadn't been 
paid since May. and they 
were staging protests. 

Officials in the nuclear in- 
dustry said money was 
needed to help prevent disas- 
ters. 


HANNOVER. Germany 
(AFP) — Drunken anarchists 
went on a rampage in this 
northern German city over- 
night. torching cars and litter 
bins in a third night of vio- 
lence. officials said Sunday. 

An estimated 170 police 
officers have been injured 
battling some 1,500 punks 
from Germany, fra nee. Bri- 
tain and the Benelux coun- 
tries _who,, hurled j4 petroI 

&?Wvfe r ^Si.botdKand 

bricks at them, Hannover 
police said. 

Police measures have been 
largely ineffective and the 
situation only began to calm 
down Sunday morning as an 
estimated 700 punks left 
| Hannover. But police 
cautioned, against premature 
optimism. ■ , * | 

“These people are totally I 
disorganised and we can't 
predict what might happen," 
a spokesman said. 

Over the three days, there 
have been no signs of orga- 
nised concerts or rallies, no 
obvious leaders to orches- 
trate events, no plan of action 
— only what one punk de- 
scribed' as “the biggest party 
of ail time." 

Since anarchists gathered 
Thursday for their annual 
“Chaos Days." police have 
had to content with a deluge 
of missiles lobbed by punks 
“bent on taking pleasure in 
fighting the security forces," . 
according to a police spokes- 
man in Hannover. 

The rioters, wearing their 
traditional uniform of denim 
or leather dotted through 
with metal studs and chains, 
and hair dyed every colour 
possible, sowed terror 
. throughout the city, disturb- 
ing passers-by and destroying 
everything that lay in their 
path. 

Vehicles were set alight 
and countless windows 
smashed. Skirmishers also 
broke out between the punks 
and gangs of skinheads. 


HAVANA (R) — Tens of 
thousands, of Cubans led by 
President Fidel Castro mar- 
ched to condemn ihe U.S. 
economic embargo on Cuba, 
and Mr. Castro said his coun- 
try would fight for 100 years 
more to resist ■ a U.S. threat. 

Wearing his familiar olive- 
green fatigues, the Cuban 
leader described the pro- 
government rally in Havana 
''a miracle of patriotism and 
revolutionary spirit." 

He said at least half a 
million people took part in 
rhe march, despite a torren- 
tial rain shower lasting some 
20 minutes that delayed the 
procession half an hour. 

Mr. Castro joined the front 


of the -demonstration i mark- 
ing the anniversary of .1994 
riots quelled by the author- 
ities after the rain stopped. 

The Cuban president, 
speaking at the end of the 
one-hour march that filled 
the four kilometre Malecon 
Seafront, condemned what 
he called the “cruel and un- 
just” U.S. embargo against 
the Communist-ruled island. 

He said Cuba could not 
expea quick relief from the 
embargo because "extremist 
elements" in the United 
States were dictating U.S. 
policy. Mr. Castro was 
apparently referring to right- 
wing Republicans who 
dominate U.S. Congress and 


want to tighten the restric- 
tions. 

•■If these- extremist ele- 
ments triumph, and manage 
to win control not only of the 
Senate but also the govern- 
ment, this will mean for us 
new periods of dangers, risks 
and blockades." Mr. Castro 
said. "So I’m not exaggerat- 
■ ing when I say. if we have to 
fitfit 100 years more, then we 
will fight 100 years more.” 

Several hundred foreign 
guests attending an interna- 
tional youth Festival in 
Havana, including many from 
the United States, also took 
part in the demonstration, 
visibly soaked. 


Kazakh nuclear activists march 
on Hiroshima bomb anniversary 


ALMATY (R) — Anti- 
nuclear activists from 
Kazakhstan began a two-day 
“march of peace" Sunday to 
the Chinese border to mark 
the. 50th anniversary of the 
U.S. atom bombing of Japan 
and to protest at nuclear test- 
ing in China. 

Some 200 banner-waving 
demonstrators gathered at 
the State Circus before climb- 
ing aboard buses to take 
them to rhe town of Khorgos, 
on the ' border with China's 
Xinjiang province where 
Beijing carries out its nuclear 
tests. 

“This march is dedicated to 
the memory of the first vic- 
tims of the atomic bomb," 
Olzhas Suleimenov, writer 
and leader of the Nevada- 
Semipalatinsk anti-nuclear 
movement, told marchers. - 

“but it must also remind 
you of the nuclear tests in the 
land of Abay," he said, refer- 
ring to the national poet born 
150 years' ago and whose 
anniversary is also being 
commemorated here. 

Under Soviet rule, 459 
nuclear bombs were - deton- 
ated amid massive secrecy 
from 1949 to 1989 at the 
Semipalatinsk Test Range in 
northern Kazakhstan, 
according to official figures. 

There were 113 tests above 
ground before 1963, "sacri- 
ficing the health of half a 
million people to the sense- 
less nuclear arms race." Pres- 
ident Nursultan. Nazarbayev 


said recently. 

Mr. Nazarbayev’s first act 
when the Soviet Union split 
in 1991 was to halt testing. 
This April Kazakhstan 
moved its last SS-18 missiles 
to Russia to become a nuc- 
lear weapons-free state. 

Controversy still rages over 
how badly people in Kazakh- 
stan suffered from airburst 
radiation exposure and re- 
search has been limited. 

At a weekend symposium 
Zina Mazhitova. head of a 
children's health centre, com- 
pared the impact of nuclear 
testing to AIDS — which kills 
victims by destroying their 
resistance to infection. 

"The whole world is con- 
cerned by AIDS, but jour 
children are suffering from an 
ecological immuno-* 
deficiency." she said. 

Health Ministry radiologist 
Rizatai Aitmagambetov said 
his research found the death 
rate had doubled and birth 
rate halved over the past 30 
years in four regions around 
. Semipalatinsk. 

Birth defects, immune de- 
ficiencies. nervous disordeis. 
blood illnesses and cancer 
rates had all surged over the 
period. 

Karipbek Kuyukov. who 
joined the march, was born in 
1968 without arms — the 
result, his doctors said, of 
nuclear blasts 150 kilometres 
from his village. 
nvvUjs father. Teltair wbo wit- 


nessed tests in the 1950s as a 
child, lost his* father, mother 
and sister to cancer. Two of 
his children bom in the 1960s 
died aged just a few months. 

Mr. Karipbek is now an 
artist — painting landscapes 
using brushes held in his 
mouth and between his toes 
— and a spokesman for 
Kazakhstan's test victims. 

He said struggling local 
people were still risking exp- 
osure to radiation by return- 
ing to the test range to collect 
scrap metal which they sell to 1 
buy food. 1 

Marchers said' Kazakhstan 
had suffered more over time ; 
from nuclear testing than i 
Japan, even though more \ 
than 200,000 died at Hiroshi- ; 
ma and Nagasaki from the 
1945 bombings. 

“There were two explo- 
sions of relatively small force 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Here there were hundreds of 
nuclear explosions. Hie num- 
ber of victims is still rising," 
Nevada-Semipalatinsk Vice- 
President Zhenish Sadykov 
told Reuters. 

Nevada-Semipalatinsk — 
named after the U.S. and 
Soviet test sites — is protest- 
ing against Chinese testing at 
nearby Lop Nor and French 
plans to resume blasts in the 
South Pacific. 

"We must complete five 
minus five," Mr. Suleimenov- 
said, repeating a slogan de- 
manding the closure of all 
test sites. ’ • * ibu 


WASHINGTON (R) — Sen- 
ate Whitewater investigators 
open- their fourth week of 
hearings Monday, calling 
some of President Bill Clin- 
ton’s dose friends and advis- 
* ers to testify about handling 
the papers of the late White 
House lawyer Vincent Fos- 
ter. 

The final week of the cur- 
rent series of Senate hearings 
coincides with the opening of 
hearings by the House of 
Representatives Banking 
Committee into the failure of 
an Arkansas thrift institution 
whose top official was the 
Clintons partner in the 
Whitewater vacation de- 
velopment. 

Madison Guaranty Savings 
Loan foiled at a cost of more 
than $47 million to the gov- 
ernment, which insures de- 
positors’ savings. The Clin- 
tons, who had borrowed 
$203,000 in 1978 to buy 203 
acres of undeveloped land in 
Arkansas, soldthe investment 
for $1,000 in December 1992. 

The final Senate commit- 
tee witness will be former 
White House counsel Ber- 


A tom-up note was found 
in Foster’s briefcase on July 
26, 1993, six days after bis 
suicide arid fouir days after 
Mr. Nussbaum indicated to 
police the briefcase was emp- 
ty. 

That has held to questions 
of_ whether the White House 
has tried to hide papers poss- 
ibly embarrassing to Demo- 
. crat Clinton and his wife Hill- 
ary. After police were barred 
from searching Foster’s office 
on July 22, personal papers 
from the office were taken to 
the Clintons’ private quarters 
in the White House and later 
transferred to the Clinton's 
personal lawyer. 

Testimony . has indicated 
that Mrs. Clinton did not 
want "unfettered access" by 
anyone to Foster's papers, 
which included personal mat- 
ters and the Clintons’ 
Whitewater land deal papers, 
but there has been no indica- 
tion Mrs. CHnton played an 
active role in impeding any 
search. 

There also have been con- 
flicting stories about move- 
ment of documents and ex- 


nard Nussbaum who has been ac tiy when the shredded note 

portrayed by Republicans on **“*£“*“■ 

the Senate committee as the Nussbaum, a New 


person who barred police 
from looking for a suicide 
note among Foster’s papers. 

The committee is trying to 
discover suicide July 20. 
1993. 


Mr. Nussbaum, a New 
York lawyer, has defended 
his actions in restricting a 
search, saying there wefe im- 
portant government docu- 
ments and concerns about 
presidential privilege. 


Some ' Democrats have 
agreed with Republicans that 
there were errors of judge- 
ment in not letting police 
glance at papers but they say 
there was nothing illegal or 
unethical in Mr. Nussba urn’s i 
actions. 

Mr. Nussbaum is the final 
scheduled witness before the 
Senate committee headed by 

New York Republican 
Alfonse D’ Amato. Others to 
be called include presidential 
counsellor Thomas “Mack” 
McLarty, Mr! din ton’s for-” 
mer chief of staff, presiden- 
tial assistance Brucde Lind- 
sey, former councellor David 
Gergen and Susan Thomases, 
a New York lawyer and 
friend of Mrs. Ginton. 

Foster was a boyhood 
friend of the presidnet and a 
former law partner of Mrs. 
Clinton in Little Rock, Ark., 
before he was named White 
House deputy counsel under 
Mr. • Nussbaum. 

Foster was found dead in a 

Virginia park from a 38- 
calibre bullet wound to the 
head. His death was ruled a 
suicide by police and a special 
frosecutor. Robert Fiske. 

The Whitewater affair, in- 
cluding the circumstances of 
Foster's death, are currently 
under investigation by inde- 
pendent counsel Kenneth 
Starr, who succeeded Mr 
Fiske. 


Austria’s Haider aims to be chancellor in 1998. 


KITZBUEHEL. Austria 4R) 
— Far-right leader Joerg 
Haider has vowed to smash a 
two-party system that has 
ruled Austria since 1945 and 
become chancellor after the 
next general election in three 
years time. 

Mr. Haider, in a weekend 
interview with Reuters Tele- 
vision. rejected allegations of 
racism, saying such talk was a 
ploy by political opponents to 
stop him winning the coun- 
try’s top job. 

"One of t he reasons we are 
being far right 
extremists is because of the 
debate over immigratiort 
policy but this is not correct." 
he said. 

He said the coalition gov- 
ernment of Social Democrats 
and Conservatives was using 
its control of state television 
and radio and its subsidies to 
Austrian newspapers to en- 
sure he is cast in a bad light. 

Austria is one of the last 
countries in Europe with no 


comme. ial television or 
radio. 

Mr. Hi -ler said a distinc- 
tion had to be made between 
the quarter of a million re- 
fugees from the former 


right grouping in Europe. 

Mr. Haider has launched a 
"Contract With Austria." on 
similar lines as the U.S. Re- 
publicans' “Contract With 
America.” pledging to carry 


Yugoslavia living in Austria ’ out his policies, such as cut- 
and "economic” immigrants ting back the welfare state. 


from Eastern Europe. 

“We are a small country in 
the centre of Europe... We 
have to accept the refugees, 
we are obliged to protect the 
people from former Yugosla- 
via, but we cannot accept all 
those coming from Eastern 
Europe." he said. 

He said if he was- chancel- 
lor now. he would be urging 
European leaders to lift the 
arms embargo on the Bos- 
nian government "to allow 
them to defend themselves." 

Mr. Haider's party, which 
was renamed the Freedom 
Alliance this year, won near- 
ly a quarter of the vote in last 
year's general election and 
has the greatest number of 
parliamentary seats of any for 


within rhe life of the next 
parliament. 

He has friends among U.S. 
Republicans, the British 
Conservative Party and other 
conservative parties in 
Europe. 

Asked if he wanted to fill 
the powerful position of 
mayor of Vienna in regional 
elections next year. Mr. 
Haider said: "No. It is very 
important to have an influ- 
ence in Vienna because it is 
the capita! of Austria, but my 
aim is to become chancellor 
in 1998." 

He said he had much in 
common with former British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and his views on the 
European’ Union are close to 


those of the Euro-sceptics in 
Britain s ruling Conservative 
Party H e plans to join forces 
with them in the EU to fight’ 
the Maastricht Treaty. 

“We prefer a Europe of 
nations, we are nST in 
favour of a centralised 
Europe with a very 

bureaucratic, centralised 
organisation at the top. This 
reduces democracy i n mem- 
ber states, he said. 

He described Austria’s 
neutrality as a relic of the 
cold war and said it was time 
*2— u° j° in NATO. 


Villagers ring In 
the New Year, & \ 
slightly late , 

BERCHULES. Spain (AFP) 

_ Spanish villagers inhered . j 
in the year of 1995 in two 
days of celebrations under a 
scorching Andalucian sun, 
making up for a power cut 
which upset their party plans' ' 
on Dec. 31 last year. Ber- 
chules. in the southern pro- 
vince of Granada, was it by; a 
13-hour power cut on last 
Dec. 31- forcing local author- • 
ities to call off the New Year 
celebrations. Local deputies 
then decided at an extraor- 
dinary meeting to hold the 
festivities over two days' in 
August. The village, which 
normally numbers 900 in- 
habitants. swelled Friday, to 

5.000 who were given nougat 
and aniseed liquor, tradition- 
al fare for the New Year. 
Decked out with paper chains 
and Christmas trees,, foe 'vil- 
lage was sweltering under 39 
degree Celsius heat while 
barrels churned white mousse 
to simulate snowfall. At mid- 
day the church bells sounded 
12 times to ring in .1995. 

Czech leader? 
rock to the 
Rolling Stones' 

PRAGUE (AFP) — Aging 
rock fan and Czech President 
Vaclav Havel joined 
thousands who turned out to 
see the aging rock band.. the 
Rolling Stones, in a concert 
marred only by the drunken 
behaviour of some . German . 
fans. Prime Minister Vaclav 
Klaus was also among the 

120.000 fans who danced the 
night away. Saturday at the 1 
Strahov Stadium overlooking' 
the city's landmark Prague 
Castle. The concert attracted 
fans from outside the Czech 
Republic such as Poland. Slo- 
vakia and Germany — the 
latter enticed by the cheap 
$25 tickets. Police said about 
300 drunken Germans with- 
out tickets pushed through a 
barricade and lobbed beer 
cans and bottles at security 
forces, injuring three of 
them. Six people were 
arrested. The Stones first ' 
performed in Prague five 

. years ago, a few months after 
the “Velvej .Revolution" 
which ousted the Communist 
regime and brought Mr. 


Dual Whitewater hearings start this week 


meet him Sunday to present 
'him with a lighting system for 
two rooms in Prague Castle, 

| according to press reports. 

Murders sharply . 
down In New York- 

; NEW YORK (AFP) — New ■ 
York’s reputation for bloody IPf 
violence is undfer attack with 
a sudden dip in the number.of 
murders committed this year, 
the latest crime statistics 
show. If projections bear out, 
the year-end total will be 
around 1,170 slayings, 400 
down on last year arid a 
cracking 48 per cent down 
from a record 2,245 in 1990. 
Murder rate declines have 
been recorded in other major 
U.S. dries, but the fall is 
markedly greater in New 
York, home to 7.3 million 
people. The use of racketeer- 
ing laws to break up drug 
gangs, tougher laws, polidng 
and sentendng. an easing in 
the crack drug epidemic and 
even a harsh winter which 1 
kept people indoors are some 
of the reasons given for the. 
improvement. 

Elton John’s . 
’rubbish’ to be 
auctioned 

LONDON ( AP) - Pop star 1 
fciton John is annoyed at Hie 
auction next week of some ot 
lus old belongings, which hq ... 
called “discarded rubbish.'! 0 
rhe sale of entertainment 
memorabilia at Bonham’s' r . 
Auction House includes 
of John Lennon; 
nd Mick Jagger as well as-:' 
platform shoes, shirts and ties; 
or fciton John's provided Iff.-;, 
former housekeepers. A; 
statement issued by the star’s* 
JS ,t » < S ln ^eid Enterprises.) 
SSL the majority of the ' 

Bonhams collection can only 
e described as everyday' • 
household goods and bric a- 
EE an J? described the' -'. 
*?"!*?£ ‘.’.discarded robbish.’T- 
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Police evacuate stranded villagers to safety after water swept caused severe damage at one of the country's key oil field, 
through their village in Liaoning province in northeastern report said (AFP photo) 
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BEIJING (AFP) — Norrh- 
' eastern China's worst flood- 
‘ ing in over a century grew 
still worse Sunday in Liaon- 
ing province, where several 
dozen people have already 
died and hundreds of 
. thousands have been evacu- 
ated. 

, “Heavy rains continue to 
assail the worst-hit regions. 
The worst may be yet to 
come," said Meng Fanhua. a 
rspokesman for the province's 
‘Flood Control Bureau. 

"The situation is very cri- 


tical. . especially in Tai'an 
county, because the water 
level in the Liao River has 
risen further." he said by 
telephone. 

The province's other great 
waterway, the Hun River, 
had already reached its high- 
est level since I8S8 last week. 

Mr. Meng did not update 
the official death toll in the 
flooding, saying. "We expect 
to have a count of victims 
within 48 hours." 

The semi-official China 
News Service reported 


Thursday that 23 people had 
died around the provincial 
capital of Shenyang alone. 
Official . estimates count 
several dozens of dead else- 
where. 

As many as three to four 
million people have been 
affected by the flooding, with 
120.000 houses destroyed. 
Mr. Meng said. 

Several hundreds of 
thousands of people are still 
threatened by the floods in 
nine big cities and 39 coun- 


ties. he said. _ 

Some 13 major roads are 
blocked, while the rail tracks 
are flooded in 1 10 places, and 
in 30 of those cases the tracks 
have been washed away en- 
tirely. he added. 

Floods have also ravaged 
the neighbouring province of 
Jilin, where torrential rains 
have fallen since July 25. 

In southern China, flood- 
ing this year killed at least 
1.391 people, according to 
official figures posted July 15. 
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Australians rally in protest at French tests 


;SYDNEY (Agencies) — The 
Australian government 
“vowed Sunday not to rest 
.'until Paris reversed its nuc- 
lear testing policy as 
•thousands of protesters ral- 
lied nationwide, citing 
‘Hiroshima as . a '.reminder of 
fhq' deadly power 'of nuclear 
weapons/ ; ; 

*' Foreign Affairs Minister 
•Gareth Evans said Austra- 
lia's opposition to France 
would not relent until Paris 
scrapped plans to test nuclear 
weapons in the South Pacific, 
despite signs that France 
might reduce the number of 
tests. 

- "Less is always better than 
■more ... but obviously we're 
Viot going to rest this one until 
he gel right back to zero," 
Mr. Evans said jn a television 
interview Sunday. “We're 
certainly going to be trying." 

‘ Australia's diplomatic and 
economic ties with France 
have been strained since June 
when France announced it 
would launch seven or eight 
underground nuclear tests in 
South Pacific's Mururoa 
Atoll in French Polynesia 
may and September. 

Australian anger at the 
French government exploded 
at rallies honouring the 50th 
anniversary of the U.S. atom 
bombing of rhe Japanese city 
of Hiroshima Sunday. 
Church, trades union and en- 
vironmental leaders conde- 


mned France's nuclear poli- 
cy. 

"There is nothing that can 
justify nuclear testing. Nuc- 
lear testing is morally 
wrong." said Martin Fergus- 
gy, president of the Austra- 
lian Council of Trade Un- 
ions, the main trade union 
body, at -a rally of around 
5.W people m M&lb&nrne. 

In Sydney, some 15.000 
people marched past the 
French embassy, led by a 
Japanese youth choir. Some 
held placards targetting 
French president Jacques 
Chirac, such as "environmen- 
tal criminal — Jacques Chir- 
ac.” 

Protesters gathering 
around Sydney Harbour 
waved a large French flag 
reading "no more Hiroshi- 
mas. Monsieur Hiro -Chirac.” 
reflecting growing anti- 
French sentiment in Austra- 
lia. Another group waved 
signs reading "Hiroshima 
never again.” 

Around 2.000 marched in 
Canberra and 6,000 in the 
Western - Australia cily of 
Perth, police said. The rallies 
were mostly orderly with no 
arrests, the’ police said. 

In Canberra, protesters 
mounted a mock nuclear . 
warhead atop a French-built 
Renault car painted in 
France's national colours, 
red, white and blue, to pro- 
test against the rests. 


But Mr. Evans said Can- 
berra had refrained from im- 
posing economic sanctions or 
direct boycotts on France, 
but added that Australia 
could always revise that posi- 
tion. 

• "We - haven't gone : down 
the route of economic sanc- 
tions or officially directed 
boycotted because we’ve 
made the judgement that to 
do so would cause us more 
harm than we would inflict 
but that’s a judgement that 
can always be revisited." he 
said. 

The French Minister for 
European Affairs Michel 
Bamier told the French Sun- 
day newspaper Le Journal Be 
Dimanche that Paris may cut 
the number of nuclear tests to 
seven from eight and would 
conduct the tests as quickly as 
possible." 

Mr. Evans said he doubted 
a possible cutback in French 
testing would be ’directly due 
to Australian opposition to 
Paris. 

France says the tests pose 
no harm to people or the 
environment. 

Meanwhile the first boats 
of an international peace flo- 
tilla set sail for Mururoa 
Atoll on Sunday and New 
Zealand said it wolild chal- 
lenge French nuclear testing 
in rhe world Court "if it's 
possible to mount a case.” 


Prime Minister Jim Bolk- 
ger joined opposition lead- 
ers, peace campaigners and 
* members of the environmen- 
tal group Greenpeace to see 
of the two yachts. Triptych 
and Aquila D'Oro. on the 
3,000-mile (4.800-km) 
voyage to France's -Pacific 
test site* • - 

“If I!*! ‘possible to mount a 
case in the World Court, we 
will," Mr. Bolger told a 
crowd of about 2.000 people 
at Auckland's Viaduct Basin. 

Mr. Bolger was due to 
meet opposition leaders this 
week and take a final deci- 
sion on whether to proceed 
with a challenge in the Inter- 
national Court of Justice at 
the Hague — an option the 
government has been 
weighing for weeks. 

Greenpeace and opposi- 
tion parties strongly advocate 
legal action, which they say 
could be based on environ- 
mental grounds. 

Mr. Bolger also said New 
Zealand would make its voice 
heard in separate delige ra- 
tions by the court on the 
legality of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

“Can 1 say also that we will 
certainly be in the World 
Court in October to join with 
others, with the sponsorship 
of the United Nations, to 
argue the illegality of nuqlear 
weapons.” he said. 


Sind natives protest killings in Karachi 


KARACHI | AFP) — Sindhi- 
speaking natives in Pakistan's 
troubled Sind province were 
on srrick Sunday to protest 
bloodshed in this post city, as 
five more people were killed, 
residents and police said. 

The protest was called by 
the Sindhi nationalist Jeay 
Sind Tarraqi Pssand Party 
(JSTPP) after claims by its 
members that many native 
Sindhis, who are the mjaority 
community in the province, 
had been killed in violence 
ihar has wracked Karachi. 

Two unidentified civilians 
were shot dead by snipers 
Sunday and three bullet- 
ridden were found by the 
police. Eight people were re- 


ported killed' in the city 
Saturday with four mutilated 
bodies in sacks being found 
by police. 

' Talks between the govern- 
ment and the Mohajir Qaumi 
Movement (MQM), an 
opposition group which rep- 
resent Urdu-speaking settlers 
who migrated here after the 
partition of the subcontinent 
in 1947. remained deadlock- 
ed. 

The government accuses 
the MOM of waging a terror- 
ist campaign in Karachi but 
the party denies the charge 
and has blamed the violence 
to the "ami-Mohajir” policy 
of the government. 

The talks were hailed at 
the end of July after four 


unproductive rounds. 

Sindhi nationalist leaders 
have also blamed the killings 
on MQM militants. 

Press reports Sunday 
quoted Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto as saying the 
government was willing to 
settle with the MQM pro- 
vided it "quits the politics of 
violence." 

Witnesses meanwhile said 
the Sindhi strike was also 
observed in villages and rural 
townships as well as in other 
cities but the response - was 
partial. 

Black flags were hoisted by 
residents in Sindhi- 
dominaied suburban locali- 
ties in Karachi and in Hyder- 


abad. Sindhi students boycot- 
ted university classes in 
Hyderabad a few hundred 
staged a peaceful protest 
march, witnesses said. 

No incidents were reported 
during the protest, officials 
said. 

"We don’t want ethnic vio- 
lence in Karachi, but it would 
be difficult to pacify our peo- 
ple if the killings of our peo- 
ple continue," JSTPP chair- 
man Qadir Magsi said. 

Mr. Magsi said Sindhi- 
speaking people had been 
rargerted in Karachi, where 
more than 2,000 have died 
over the past 20 months in 
politicals and religious vio- 
lence. 


American Baptists kidnapped in Tanzania freed 


NAIROBI (R) -.Five 
American Baptists kidnap- 
ped by bandits in Tanzania's 
Mikumi National Park Satur- 
day have been found un- 
harmed. U.S. embassy offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

The five — two women, 
two girls and a man who were 
attached to Baptist missions 
in Tanzania — ^ con- 

certed by an embassy official 
and were returning to Dar Es 
Salaam, the U.S. embassy 
said- 

Armed bandits kidnapped 
the group in a remote area of 


the park, 250 kilometres west 
of Dar Es Salaam. 

A spokesman of the South- 
' ern Baptist Convention Fore- 
ign Mission Board said by 
telephone from Richmono. 

Virginia, that the five had 
been spotted by a missionary 
in a plane. 

Their vehicle, which had 
been seized Saturday by 
three armed men, was later 
found wrecked with one of 
the bandits dead inside, 
spokesman Mark Kelly said. 

He identified four mem- 
bers of the group as Sandy 


Harrington and her daughter 
Christine, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, and David and Mildred 
Moreland of Monroe, 
Louisiana. The fifth member, 
the daughter of another mis- 
sionary couple, was not being 
identified, he said. 

Mr. Moreland has been a 
mission pilot in Tanzania 
since 1990, 

Ms. Kelly said it appeared 
that the motive for the abduc- 
tion was robbery, and that 
none of the five had been 
harmed. 

“A sixth member of the 


group. Bill Harrington, was 
not in the vehicle at the time 
and was able to alert local 
officials. Mr. Harrington is a 
doctor at Kigoma Baptist 
Hospital, on Like Tangany- 
ika. where he has been serv- 
: ng since 1989. . 

Tanzanian officials said 
they had launched a manhunt 
for the kidnappers. Banditry 
is occasionally reported from 
same reserves in Tanzania, 
but kidnappings are rare and 
robbery is usually the motive, 
tour leaders in the East Afri- 
can nation sav. 
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U.S. flag flies over embassy in Hanoi 

Clinton pleased with results 
of Christopher’s Vietnam trip 


HANOI (AFP) — President 
Bill Clinton is pleased that 
relations between Vietnam 
•and the United States have 
taken a step forward with the 
establishment of full di- 
plomatic relations, a U.S. 
official said Sunday. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher called Mr. Clin- 
ton from Hanoi after the 
opening of an embassy here, 
the first full U.S. diplomatic 
mission in the Vietnamese 
capital. 

Mr. Clinton was very 
pleased with progress in rela- 
tions and asked~Mr. Christ* 
opher to pass on his respects 
to Vietnamese leaders, the 
official said. 

Mr. Christopher also made 
calls to several Vietnam War 
veterans now serving in Con- 
gress who played a key role in 
pushing forward last month’s 
decision to normalise refla- 
tions 20 years after the end of 
the war. 

Senators John McCain, 
John Kerry and Bob Kerrey 
all backed Mr. Clinton, giv- 
ing him political cover to 
move on the sensitive issue. 

Sen. McCain, a former 
pilot now a Republican sena- 
tor for Arizona, was shot 
down over Hanoi and held as 
a prisoner of war for five 
years. Sen. Kerrey, a Demo- 
crat from Nebraska, was a 
highly decorated Navy SEAL 
and lost part of his leg in 
Vietnam before becoming a 
peace activist. 

Mr. Christopher opened 
the first U.S. embassy in 
Hanoi Sunday, launching a 
new era of relations with 


Vietnam 20 years after the 
United States saw its only 
wartime defeat here. 

Three U.S. Marines in blue 
dress uniforms raised the 
Stars and Stripes at the 
embassy, housed in an office 
rower in a drab suburb of 
Hanoi, as American expatri- 
ates and Vietnamese officials 
applauded. 

“We take a proud step by 
raising the U.S. flag over the 
embassy in Hanoi.” Mr. 
Christopher rold the crowd 
packed into a small carpet 
next to the brown tinted glass 
and concrete building. 

U.S. personnel evacuated 
their embassy in Saigon, now 
Ho Chi Minli City, in 1975 as 
the north Vietnamese forces 
advanced on the city at the 
end of the conflict that Mr. 
Christopher said left "our 
peoples still scarred by war.” 

The legacy has dominated 
relations for two decades as 
Washington has demanded 
Vietnamese assistance in 
accounting for servicemen 
who went Missing In Action 
(MIA). 

“The fullest possible 
accounting of our MlAs re- 
mains our top priority but by 
expanding the political and 
economic dimensions of our 
relationship we will also adv- 
ance American interests in 
other ways,” he said. 

Mr. Christopher stressed 
thar the decision to set up 
diplomat ties was part of 
Washington's continued en- 
gagement in Asia that re- 
mained vital for the region 50 
years after World War II and 
two decades after the Com- 


munist victory here. 

“By helping to bring Viet- 
nam into the community of 
nations, normalistion also 
serves our interests in work- 
ing for a free and peaceful 
Vietnam in a stable and 
peaceful Asia.” 

The secretary of state said 
the United Slates would 
move ahead in developing 
'economic ties with Vietnam 
but "much still remained ro 
be done." 

"‘By engaging Vietnam on 
economic reforms, we will 
further its integration into the 
economy of this most vibrant 
Asia-Pacific area," he said. 

As Mr. Christopher left the 
embassy he was loudly appa- 
lauded by Vietnamese wait- 
ing outside in the rain and 
shook hands with .people in 
the crowd. 

He later addressed the In- 
stitute for.Inremational Rela- 
tions, telling several hundred 
students that thfr time had 
come for "open societies and 
open markets" as the world 
moved towards democracy. 

“Sustained economic de- 
velopment is more likely 
where courts provide due 
process, where newspapers 
are free to expose corruption 
and where business people 
can make decisions with free 
access to accurate informa- 
tion. 

“Our conviction that free- 
dom is both practical and just 
is neither Western nor East- 
ern. " he said. “Each of you 
ought to have the right to 
help shape your country's 
destiny as well as your own." 

Vietnam's priority now is 


economic progress and Mr. 
Christopher said they had 
mapped out an agenda that 
will stan with talks on a trade 
pact bur ihat other benefits 
such as most favoured nation 
trading status could take 
some time. 

Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Hanh Cam told Mr. Christ- 
opher Saturday that Hanoi 
wanted to see "the U.S. gov- 
ernment to pay more atten- 
tion to its cooperation with 
the Vietnamese people to 
overcome the heavy consequ- 
ences caused by the war.” the 
official Vietnam News Agen- 
cy reponed. 

Washington has ruled out 
reparations and Vietnam has 
dropped its earlier claims bur 
now wanrs the United States 
to open its markets to Viet- 
namese exports. 

On Saturday. Mr. Christ- 
opher named a career diplo- 
mat Desaix Anderson as 
charge d'affaires. No ambas- 
sador has been nominated yet 
as Republicans in Congress 
have signalled they will not 
approve anyone to take the 
job because of opposition to 
normalisation. 

Republicans in the House 
of Representatives also voted 
through a measure to block 
funding to ■ expand the 
embassy but the meausre 
could still be stopped in the 
Senate or by President Bill . 
Clinton. 

Congress would need to 
approve MFN. and other 
trade agreements, which 
•could delay their imple- 
mentation. 


Chechen negotiator: Status issue should wait 


GROZNY. Russia (Agen- - 
cies) — The leading nego- 
tiator for Chechen rebels in 
peace talks with Russia said 
the thorny issue of Checheny- 
a's political status could be 
put aside until after elections 
in the region and throughout 
Russia.- 1 • ■ ■ *■ 

Khodzhakhmed Yerikha- 

nov. told Reuters late Satur- 
day the issue could not *be 
resolved in the talks and 
should be put aside. 

“Let us not touch it at all 

now. Maybe after the next 
elections, both in Russia and 
Chechenya. new politicians 
may be able to resolve it." he 
said in an interview in Groz- 
ny. 

“The main issue is to settle 
relations between Moscow 
and Grozny," he said. 

Russian and Chechen 
negotiators last Sunday 
signed a military accord to 
end more than seven months 
of fighting, but clashes have 
continued in Chechenya and 
one Russian soldier was kil- 
led over the weekend. 

Talks on unresolved poli- 
tical issues are due to resume 
Wednesday. 

Moscow sent thousands of 
troops in to Chechenya last 
December after rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev un- 
ilaterally declared the region 
independent in 1991. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
made dear in a televised 
speech last Thursday that 
Chechenya would remain 
part of Russia. 

While Mr. Yerikhanov’s 
comments appeared to indi- 
cate the Chechens were will- 
ing to bow to Moscow's de- 
mand that the status issue 
should be decided only after 
elections, he made clear their 


goal remained independence. 

“This issue of status cannot 
be solved now because the 
current Russian leadership 
will not risk recognising 
Chechen sovereignty," Mr. 
Yerikhanov said. „ 

“We understand., their, 
situation and. -we are not 
pressing Russia to recognise 
Chechen independence. Of 
course we cannot recognise 
ourselves as a subject of the 
Russian Federation. That is 
why this question cannot be 
solved now. 

Moscow has repeatedly 
said Chechenya can have 
only limited self- 
determination and that its 
status can be discussed only 
after Chechens choose new 
leaders in polls planned for 
November. 

Russia faces parliamentary 
elections in December and a 
presidential poll next June. 

Mr. Yerikhanov said Mr. 
Dudayev, for whom Moscow 
has issued an arrest warrant, 
musr be allowed to take part 
in November's poll. 

“As with alt other Chechen 
citizens. (Dudayev) has the 
right to be nominated as a 
candidate and stand in the 
elections," Mr. Yerikhanov 
said. 

"If the Russians decide 
-whom they allow to take 
pari, these elections cannot 
be called democratic and 
free," he added. 

Earlier in the peace pro- 
cess, Russia had proposed 
Mr. Dudayev and leaders of 
the Moscow-backed Chechen 
government quit to pave the 
way for the elections. 

Mr. Yerikhanov, 
Chechenya's former educa- 
tion minister, replaced Us- 
man Imayev as top negotiator 


after Mr. Imayev said last 
week he had been sacked by 
Mr. Dudayev. 

Russia’s’military comman- 
der in Chechenya , 
Lieutenant-General Anatoly 
Romanov, said Saturday the 
Chephens.|had failed. to. pro- 
vide a full list of Russian 
prisoners and that the troops 
would not leave until they 
handed it over. 

Mr. Yerikhanov denied he 
was withholding information 
and said: “The Russians 
should start to withdraw their 
troops now but I suspect they 
are trying to delay doing so." 

The military accord en- 
tailed a gradual troop with- 
drawal, disarming of the re- 
bels and an exchange of pris- 
oners. 

Meanwhile, Chechen re- 
bels killed a Russian Interior 
Ministry soldier and a police- 
men was wounded in over- 
night clashes. ITAR-TASS 
news agency said Sunday. 

A Russian forces spokes- 
man told TASS Interior 
Ministry forces had come 
under fire five times in the 
past 24 hours. 

Rebels fired on a traffic 
police post near the village of 
Raduzhnoye. 10 kilometres 
northwest of the capital 
Grozny, wounding one offic- 
er. Russian forces detained 
two rebels. 

A temporary holding prisr 
on in Grozny, guarded by 
police, also 'came under in- 
tensive fire early Sunday. 

One Russian army soldier 
was wounded by a mine, the 
spokesman said. 

In a separate development, 
a standoff between six men 
smuggling weapons to the 
Chechen guerrilla movement 


and Russian security forces 
has ended without blood- 
shed, ORT Russian televi- 
sion reported Saturday. 

The men were caught in 
Dagestan last week trying to 
smuggle arms’ from Azerbai- 
jan -into Chechenya and were - 
surrounded: ■by Russian-' 
troops, military offices' 
quoted by ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

The smugglers gave up 
their weapons and were 
allowed to go free Friday.’ 
ORT television said. 

“Probably this is first time 
in eight months that reason 
has surmounted forces and 
we solved this problem with- 
out useless victims,” 
Akhmed Zakayev, one of the 
Chechen delegates to peace 
talks with the Russians in the 
capital Grozny, said on tele- 
vision. 

“Not one shot was fired, 
from one side or the other,” a 
Russian commander said on 
ORT. 

On Tuesday, the smug- 
glers, believed to be 
Chechens, were reportedly 
given an ultimatum to surren- 
der or be killed, although the 
deadline was not clear. 

Meanwhile. ITAR-TASS 
reponed that men in the 
southeastern Nozhal Yuri 
district of Chechenya were 
volunteering to hand over 
their weapons in line with an 
accord signed a week ago 
between the independence 
fighters and the Russian au- 
thorities. 

The district was one of the 
last captured by Russian 
troops in the war that began 
in December and has killed 
between 15,000 and 30.000 
people, according in various 
estimates. 


Thousands of Hindus cross Kashmir on pilgrimage 


SRINAGAR, India (Agen- 
cies) — Hundreds of Hindu 
monks chanted prayers, blew 
conches and made offerings 
to one of Hinduism's most 
sacred relics Sunday as heavi- 
ly guarded pilgrims made 
their way to a cave deep in 
the Himalayan region where 
five Western tourists were 
kidnapped last month. 

The relics, two six-foot 
(two-metre) long silver staffs 
symbolising one of the most 
powerful deities in the Hindu 
pantheon, the god Shiva, and 
his consort Parvati, arrived in 
predominantly Muslim Srina- 
gar Saturday in a bulletproof 
car. 

The maces left Jammu, 
winter capital of India's Jam- 
mu and Kashmir state, earlier 
Saturday. 

Tens of thousands of police 
and paramilitary troopers are 
stationed along the pilgrims’ 
route after Muslim guerrillas 
threatened to attack the pil- 
grimage to Amarnath cave, 
where a 12-foot (four-metre) 
tall, icy stalagmite is believed 
to be a manifestation of Shi- 
va’s penis. 


About twice as many 
troops lined the route to the 
cave as pilgrims, police offi- 
cials said. 

"There are around 50.000 
. troops posted along the route 
as well as at vantage points in 
the hills," said a policeman. 

So far, 25,000 pilgrims 
have made the arduous 50- 
kilometre trek to the cave 
3,888 metres (12,750 feet) up 
in the Himalayas, state tour- 
ism officials estimate. Every 
day about 5.000 pilgrims join 
the procession. 

A 60-year-old Hindu holy 
man and a nine-month-old 
body died of exposure at 
about 12.500 feet (3,800 
metres), close to the mouth 
of the cave, police said. 

Some pilgrims returning 
from the cave complained 
that the camping facilities 
have inadequate for the num- 
bers of devotees. 

The "yatra," or pilgrim- 
age, opens officials Monday 
when the relics leave Srinagar 
at the head of the main pro- 
cession. 

Until their departure from 
Srinagar, the maces will re^ 


main in a 400-year-old temple 
on the "seat of Solomon," a 
hill overlooking the lake city 
of Srinagar. Troops posted at 
_50;foot (15-metre) intervals 
guard the route to the top. 

Priests in saffron robes 
made offerings of fruit and 
flowers to the relics Sunday 
morning. To the blare of 
trumpets and the wail of con- 
ches. ritual prayers were re- 
cited and a pennant was 
hoisted over the temple.. 

Mahanr Eependra Giri. 
custodian of the maces, said 
the Amarnath cave is one of 
the holiest sites of Hinduism. 
The maces are venerated be- 
cause an indent legend says 
They were handed down by 
the sage who discovered the 
cave after a mysterious re- 
velation. 

“The cave has been known 
to scriptures since antiquity." 
Giri. 41, told Reuters. "But 
its location was lost, and it 
was only rediscovered about 
500 years ago." 

Giri, head of the monas- 
tery which has custody of the 
maces, said a Muslim 
shephered stumbled on the 


cave. "Until today, a quarter 
share of the offerings made 
by pilgrims to the cave is 
given ro the shepherd's de- 
scendants.” he said. 

Hindu pilgrims, undeter- 
red by threats from the 
Harkat-UI-Ansar militant 
group, were visiting the cave 
in large numbers, Giri added. 
“I expecr the figure this year 
will be at least 70,000." he 
said, estimating last year's 
number at 42.0b0. 

Tourism Department offi- 
cials confirmed the estimates. 
“In the first three days alone, 
over 25,000 pilgrims set out 
for the cave." an official said. 

Meanwhile, an Indian sol- 
dier and three Muslim rebels 
died in an overnight ambush 
of an army camp, as track 
troops intensified a hunt for 
five Westerners abducted last 
month by Kashmiri guerrillas 
here, officials said Sunday. 

Giving details of Satur- 
day's attack, senior officials 
said two soldiers and three 
Muslim rebels were also in- 
jured in the ambush in Guan- 
dana. 30 kilometres from the 
southern Kashmir town of 
Doda. 
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Hiroshima’s lingering warning 


SUNDAY MARKED the 50th anniversary of the use 
of a nuclear weapon against people. The bomb that 
the U.S. dropped in Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945 was 
aimed as much as at bludgeoning of war-time Japan 
as at using the Japanese city and its people as the 
testing groond and guinea pigs for the world's first 
nuclear attack as documents suggest. 

Regardless of the reasons, the people of Hiroshima 
as well as Nagasaki, the second Japanese city that was 
“nuked” two days later, paid dearly with their lives 
for the designs of a nuclear power if only to 
demonstrate for the world the barbaric dimensions of 
the atomic bomb. But beyond that and more impor- 
tant, however, was that the attacks were the gravest 
warning to the world against the acceptability of the 
use of nuclear weapons. 

The Geneva Conventions of 1948 and two addition- 
al protocols adopted in the late seventies gave the 
strongest expression to the total rejection of the use of 
weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear arms, 
and categorised their use as crimes against humanity. 
This explains the reluctance of several nuclear powers 
to become parties to the First Additional Protocol to 
the Geneva Conventions as the major nuclear nations 
continue to build up their nuclear arsenals. 

Obviously, the lessons of Hiroshima and Na gasaki 
have not dawned on the big and mighty, and it would 
seem that we could do little to dissuade them. But the 
situation gets graver when we look around us and see 
smaller countries busy trying to join the league of 
nuclear powers unabated by the decision to extend the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The dark ; 
experience of Japan with the deployraenLof nuclear i 
bombs has yet to catch the imagination of the | 
international community. Instead of inspiring nations I 
to foresake such dreadful weapons, countries of all . 
sizes continue on the path of acquiring or possessing I 
them. i 

For us in Jordan, nuclear activities in Israel | 
continue to be a major source of concern since j 
anything going wrong in the Israeli plant at Dimona | 
or elsewhere could have a devastating effect on our 
people, indeed, the Joi^anian-israeli agreement to 
work towards the elimination of weapons of mass 
destruction from the Middle East is the key avenue 
through which Jordan would continue to seek to allay 
the concern of all in the region over Israel's nuclear j 
programme. | 

In the meantime, however, we cannot but remem- ] 
ber the hundreds of thousands of Japanese victims of I 
the attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. We join the j 
Japanese people on the sad occasion of the I 
anniversary of the attacks in efforts to consolidate the , 
international will and determination to eliminate | 
nuclear threats to human life. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in Al Dnstour said Sunday that human rights 
violations are on the increase in the self-rule areas under 
OMitrol by the Palestine National Authority (PNA) and the 
Palestinian people should stand firm in the face of such 
violations and refuse to see their long struggle for 
independence and freedom resulting in oppression. Yasser 
Zaatreh said that a report by the London-based Amnesty 
International released in May speaks of the secret trials of 
opponents to the PNA rule and repressive measures against 
°PP°®tion groups. He said that the repressive measures 
and the human rights violations which have been conducted 
by the PNA under pressure from the Israeli authorities 
included the closure of opposition newspapers, and arrest 
of journalists among other practices. The writer said that 
another Amnesty International report issued last month 
speaks of imprisonment without trial of opposition leaders 
and journalists who are treated inhumanly with their basic 
human rights violated. Furthermore, said the writer, a 
report by Committee for the Defence of Mosques in 
Palestine speaks of assaults and attacks against imams in 
the mosques and the worshippers. The writer said the 
Palestinians have struggled for so long against occupation 
not for the sake of reaching a stage in which they are 
treated in a manner rib better than that of the occupation 
forces. 


AL RAT Arabic daily said Sunday that the time has come 
for the Arabs to transcend the situation that has persisted 
since the Gulf crisis because it said it is unreasonable to 
succumb to American desires with regard to Iraq arid it is 
unacceptable to see the Iraqi people suffering endlessly. 
The paper said the Arabs ought to end their boycott of Iraq 
and refuse to remain totally submissive to Washington's 
carrot and the stick policy. The paper referred to an 
interview by His Majesty King Hussein with the Qatari 
news agency in the past week in which he called on the 
Arabs to consider the situation seriously and work towards 
ending the ordeal of the Iraqi people. He said that the King 
was dear in his demand that the Iraqi people should be able 
to exercise their natural right of living in peace and security 
free from further sufferings and that a dialogue should be 
opened to help reach this stage. It was natural to hear the 
King issuing this call to the Arab Nation at a time when 
Jordan is involved in preparing for the economic summit in 
Amman which, among other purposes, aims at regrouping 
the Arab countries and reestablishing solidarity among 
Arabs, said the paper. The paper called for inter-Arab 
cooperation not only in order to cater to the needs of the 
new stage in the peace era but also for the sake of 
safeguarding the national interests of the Arab World. 


Human Rights file 


By Waleed Sa’di 


Turkey moves to appease Europe 


THE TURKISH parliament recently adopted a number of 
constitutional amendments .aimed at bringing Turkey's 
political norms and human, rights record closer'to those of 
Europe. The highlights of these phanges included lowering 
the voting age from 2! to 18. permitting the politicisation of 
professional unions and syndicates and allowing state 
employees and functioneers to form an association of thier 
own to protect and promote their interests. These changes 
are significant in content and implications, since Ankara's 
Western neighbours insist on their introduction to pave the 
way for an eventual integration of Turkey into Europe. 
What cannot be understood, though, is another amend- 
ment in the constitution that accords prisoners the right to 
vote. 

We in Jordan certainly do not have to copy the changes 
introduced to the Turkish constitution. Turkey is vying” to 
become a member of a club of nations which is still "alien" 
to the Middle East or the Arab and Muslim Worlds in many 
ways. We in this pan of the world are still trying to create 
new social, economic and political dimates that would 
make possible the application of the norms of the Western 
civilisation in matters touching on human rights and 
democracy. Turkey offers a prime example of the ebbs and 
flows in the application of pluralistic democracy in an 
Islamic milieu. Its unique geographic place between 
Europe and the Near East makes it an ideal place for 
experimenting with ways and means to bridge the gap 
between the Western and Middle Eastern civilisations. In 
this sense. Turkey could serve as a model for its Islamic 
neighbours who are in the midst of a dynamic process of 
modernisation. • 

But before we can ever attempt to appreciate the new 
amendments in the Turkish constitution, we shoqld make a 
short stop and also appredate the conditions that made the 
introduction of the original provisions necessary’ in the eyes 
of the military regime that assumed power in 1981. It was 
the government of General Kenan Evren that forbade 
trade and professional associations from engaging in 
political activities after the country fell into a quagmire of 


terror und counter terror. At the time, priority was for 
maintaining stability and security. Once the country was 
able to catch its breath and reestablish normalcy, the 
military government gave way to civilian rule and the 
reintroduction of democracy. 


Still, we can debate the major cosntitutional changes lhat 
were introduced in Turkey and see how they may relate to 
us. The politicisation of trade and professional associations 
in particular has mushroomed of late into a major 
controversy with many of us calling on lawyers, doctors and 
engineers to stick to their domain of concern instead of 
concentrating on political considerations that appear to fall 
outside the purview of their by-laws and objectives. There 
is no doubt that professional associations are established in 
the first place to advance the cause of their respective 
professions. This purpose should continue to be the 
primary goal. But people of all walks of life are also 
political animals who cannot separate their daily lives and 
■ trades from political issues whether domestic or external. 
The big question that remains is whether associations can 
succeed in reconciling the requirements of their primary 
objectives with their' involvement in political issues. In 
restrospect. the answer cannot be but relative as it depends 
on the ability to carry out one ordinary function without 
prejudice to the primary objective. 

The controversy over the legitimate functions of profes- 
sional associations 3 rose not because unions profess one 
political opinion or anorher but because it was established 
that their functions have become lopsided with their basic 
goals overtaken by secondary aims. Turkey's way of 
resolving this issue remains interesting since it fluctuated 
between one position and the other over the years. 

' The even more interesting amendment introduced to the 
Turkish constitution is granting civil servants the right to 
form a union of their own. The T urkish amendment did not 
go. though, as far as according state employees the right to. 
strike. Civil servants unions in Turkey would, therefore, 
confine their mandate to the promotion and protection of 


Laying the ground for arms 
control pacts 


By Jane Hunter 


ALL BUT unnoticed. . the 
multilateral arms control 
talks established by the 
1991 Middle East peace 
talks in Madrid have taken 
on a robust life of their 
own. While the talks have 
yielded only minor tangible 
results, participants be- 
lieved they are laying the 
groundwork for arms con- 
trol pacts that could be 
struck after^Israel corir 
eludes, peace •.■accords with 
its adversaries.^ U.S. offi- 
cial familiar with the talks 
said. 


As envisaged at Madrid, 
the Arms Control and Re- 
gional Security (ACRS) 
talks bring Together repre- 
sentatives of Israel and 
most of the Arab stales 
from the Middle East and 
North Africa, the peace 
process sponsors. Russia 
and the U.S.. as well as 
I Asian and European gov- 
ernments and international 
. organisations. Syria and 
Lebanon have boycotted 
the ACRS sessions since 
they began in January 
1992. as they have shiinned 
the other working groups 
established at Madrid (on 
water, refugees, the en- 
vironment and economic 
developments). 

I Initially, the Palestinians 
were excluded, on the 
grounds that they did not 
have a state with a military 
infrastructure. But since 
May 1993. the Palestinians 
have been welcomed at the 
ACRS session, which, the 
U.S. official told MEI. 
count "socialisation" and 
the development of a 
knowledgeable coterie of 
individuals among their 
achievements. “It is a very 
. unique process." he said. 

Participants have taken 
turns hosting the ACRS 
talks. The most recent ses- 
sion was held in Helsinki in 
late May and early June. 
Before that there were 
meetings in the U.S.. Rus- 
sia. Egypt. Tunisia. Qatar 
and Turkey. A plenary is 
planned for late summer. 

A year and a half ago. 
participants from various 
participating countries' 
foreign and defence minis- 
tries. rebelling against an 
exhausting schedule of ' 
plenary and working-group 
meetings, restructured the 
talks into two sections; an 
“operational basket" and a 
“conceptual basket.” Ple- 
naries. held twice a year, 
set the agenda for both 
"baskets." 

The operational ACRS 
talks have not come any- 
where close to such existen- 
tial matters as the region's 
surfeit of conventional and 
uncoventiona! weapons. 
The sessions havee heen 
devoted to "confidence 
building" topics and their 
most visible product to date 
is a communications net- 
work that went into opera- 
tion in March. Until a Mid- 
dle .Eastern sire can be 
agreed on. the network is 
temporarily based in Hie 
Haaue. where it uses facili- 


ties of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. In a meeting in 
Jordan last October, the 
parties finalised a proposal 
for a regional conflict pre- 
vention and security centre 
that is seen as interacting 
with world and regional 
arms control agencies. 

Participants in the oper- 
ational sessions have dis- 
cussed sharing information 
on routine military activi- 
ties and exchanging the in- 
formation on routine milit-' 
arv activities and changing 
the curricula vitae of senior 
military officials. There 
have, also been discussions 
about avoiding maritime 
incidents and cooperation 
in maritime search and res- 


cue operations. 


Focus on confidence 
building 


The decision to focus on 
confidence building came 
after months of wrangling. 
Arab govememnts initially 
demanded that the talk's 
focus on Israesl's nuclear 
arsenal. But they ultimate- 
ly fell in line with the agen- 
da of Moscow and 
Washington — and Israel's 
adamant prefernce for con- 
fidence building. A com- 
promise developed at the 
September 1992 ACRS ses- 
sion in Moscow forged an 


plished by Israeli accession 
to the NPT. 

In a . paper detailing 
Israel's position on- the 
issue in the ACRS talks. 
Eytan Bentsur. a senior de- 
puty director of the foreign 
affairs ministry, argues de- 
licately that Israel is “the 
one state in the Middle 
East that is not a member 
of military or political 
coalitions in the region" 
and “this reality has to be 
raken^ into account a'nd 
Should; be . reflected .^—fu- 
ture 'arms control' arrange- 
ments." As it did 'during 
the NPT negotiations. 
Israel also insists that it will 
not relinquish its “deter- 
rent” to join a regional 
zone free of weapons of 
mass destruction until the 
nations of that zone have 
reached a comprehensive 
peace agreement. 

All of the parties have ’ 
concurred on the concep- 
tual desirability of a 
weapons-free zone, the 
official told MEI. But the 
problem is delineating its 
boundaries. Israel is known 
to want to include all its 
potential enemiese, the 
most notable of which — 
Iran, Iraq. Sudan and 
Libya — are not involved ■ 
in the ACRS process. An 
Israeli-Syrian peace agree- 
ment is likely to put “a lot 
of momentum" - into sur- 


piace is threatened each 
time another Arab state 
reconciles wirh Israel. 
More concretely, in this is 
official's view. Egypt sees 
Jordan's peace with Israel 
entitling Amman to a big- 
ger slice of the U.S. foreign 
aid pie — just as budget 
cuts and the isolationism of 
the Republican-dominated 
Congress are gobbling up 
that pie. In an earlier inter- 
view with MEI an Egyptian 
bffTdal insisted that Egypt 
WfefrotiaSJie least worried. 
a6out its post-peace status. - 


Nuts and bolts of arms 
control 


The conceptual ACRS sessions have 
imbibed a great deal of education 
about the nuts and bolts of arms 
control negotiations and verification 
processes, which, all the parties agree, 
will be vital part of a Middle East arms 
accord. 


agenda that included both 
the step-by-step confidence 
measures and an effort to 
define -the ultimate goal: a 
verifiable agreement on a 
zone free of weapons of 
mass destruction. All 
ACRS decisions, including 
agendas for future meeting- 
se. are made by consensus. 

It is in the "conceptual 
basket" that the details 6f a 
future regional arms con- 
trol regime are discussed. 
But they are only discussed 
abstractly — to ’determine 
if they might be applicable 
to the region. Not surpri- 
singly. the dynamics of this 
abstract dialogue parallel 
those at play this spring in 
the negotiations to renew 
the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). The Arab states, 
led by Egypt, strongly re- 
sisted the indefinite exten- 
sion of the NPT (which was 
sought by the U.S. and 
ultimately achieved) with- 
out a resolution of Israel's 
status as an undeclared 
nuclear power and a non- 
signatory of the treaty. The 
Arab objective was to force 
Israel to commit itself to 
open for inspection, and 
ultimately relinquish, its 
nuclear arsenal, a process 
that would be accom- 


mounting rhese hurdles, 
the official said. 

Israel, meanwhile, is re- 
velling in the normality of 
attending meetings in Arab 
states; (The talks in Doha 
ended in rancour, with 
Gulf government accusing 
the U.S. of pushing them 
into a backdoor acceptance 
of Israel and its nuclear 
weapons). Israel is also 
pleased wirh the September 
1992 agenda, which it re- 
gards as the first ever multi- 
lateral Arab-Israeli draft 
agreement and a significant 
achievement, according to 
Shai Feldman, an expen on 
Israeli nuclear policy. 

' The official familiar with 
the talks says the NPT pro- 
cess “enriched the (ACRS) 
discussion" and “helps 
move (it) forward." He 
also said that Israel's 
launch of the Ofeq military 
satellite in April has not set 
back the proceedings. 

However, an official 
source in Washington told 
MEI that, as it was in the 
NPT negotiations. Egypt 
continues to be “a prob- 
lem" in the arms talks. 
Cairo, according to the 
source, is caught in a bind 
because the Egyptians want 
to have a special place in 
(he peace process, and that 


The conceptual ACRS 
sessions have imbibed a 
great deal of education ab- 
out the 'nuts and bolts of 
arms control negotiations 
and verification processes, 
which, all the parties agree, 
will be vital part of a Mid- 
dle East arms accord. Lec- 
turers have detailed the ex- 
periences of Washington 
and Moscow over the 
years, as they sought to 
reduce the risk of nuclear 
war and then, to reduce 
nuclear and conventional 
■ arms. During the May 1992 
session, held in Washing- 
ton. participants toured the 
U.S. location of the Nuc- 
lear Risk Reduction Centre 
set up by the U.S.' and 
USSR during the cold war 
to exchange information 
about nuclpar activities. 
They also toured the State 
Department’s agency that 
handles inspections to 
verify arms agreements be- ! 
tween Washington and 
Moscow. 

The ACRS parties also 
talk, albeit abstractly, ab- 
out their own weapons. 
The chief concern here is 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion — Israel’s nuclear 
arsenal and the chemical 
and biological weapons 
programmes developed by 
some Arab states in re- 
sponse. The Arab govern- 
ments are “not all of one 
mind” on chemical 
weapons, the official told 
MEI. noting that not all of 
them have signed the treaty 
limiting chemical weapons. 
(Some have withheld their 
signatures to demand con- 
cessions on Israel's nuclear 
programme).- 

Attention is also given to 
conventional arms, for 
which the region has an 
insatiable appetite. When 
the talks began, the focus 
was on “supplter res- 
traint." But. according to 
the official familiar with the 
ACRS talks, this effort 
foundered when the Bush 
administration — the prin- 
cipal advocate of restraint, 
despite its own multi- 
billion dollar sales to the 
region in the aftermath of 


the war against Iraq — 
concluded a sale of F-16 
aircraft to Taiwan. That 
upset China, which sup- 
plies missiles and other 
weapons systems to several 
regional governments, 
according to the official. 


their interests and welfare. There can be nHtanf "rong 
this shift in policy as far as I can see. . As king as stote 
emplovees' association aims to advance the" canci tnd 
protect them from arbitrary practices and iwitaes, i twould 
be sensible to allow the establishment of a specific 
organisation geared to cater to their peculiar The 

new Turkish provision on this !ssue makes clear that the 
right to form a civil servants' association does not mean the 
rifht to go on strike over grievances. The outlawing of. 
strikes appears just and sound. No state can afford to 
interrupt the usual operations of government on working 
days. The health, security and stability of the public are so 
closelv dependent on the full and normal funenonmg of 
stare activities that no other ■‘right’’ may be allowed to 
interfere with it or supercede it. This has been the logic of 
all nations across the board. This aspect of Turkish 
experience is relevant to our discussions on the ngnt of 
teachers to form their own “club." We have opted nor to 
■allow our educators to establish their own union on the 
'grounds that they are state employees and their duties are 
so fundamental and important that nothing should be 
permitted to disrupt them. On balance, though, as long as 
teachers are denied the power to go on a strike to press a 
certain point or another, I do not see any real and 
legitimate reasons to deny them the choice of forming their 
own association or not. 


Jordan is part of the region and also a part of the 
international community. We must continue to learn from 
the experiences of others and offer our own experiences to 
them. We are not an island unaffected by what goes around 
us. The Turkish experiments in widening the democratisa- 
tion process is certainly one that we can examine and profit 
from. The importance of Turkey to us lies in many factors, 
among which is the common religion and the sharing of 
many traditions. Still, we have our own peculiar conditions 
that would require the application of . our own ways, 
provided that the basic norms thar have become part of the 
common international law are observed and' respected. 


Sri Lanka 
military faces 


crisis 


By Rohan Gunasekera 
Reuter 


COLOMBO — Despite a 
stunning victory in beating 
back a Tamil Tiger raid£ 
last week. Sri Lanka's milit- 
ary is in ersisis, plagued by 
poor leadership, battlefield 
blunder? and political v in- 
terference, defence officials 
say-^.y. • - . - 

“The setbacks suffered 
by the armed forces are due 
more to military incompe- 
tence than the brilliance of 
the Tigers, however good in 
battle they are,” a senior 
military officer said. 

“We must get rid of the 
passengers and yes men in 
the military.” he told Reu- 
ters this week. “If we con- 
tinue like this we're heading 
for disaster." 


straints," the field comman- 
der said. 

An army general who 
said the operation could not 
be carried out because of 


command affS replaced by; 
another who agreed to do., 
the job, defence officials 
said. 

The offensive was meant 


>• to divert public attention 
from the July 15 deadline 
President Ghandrika 
Kumaratunga had set to 
abolish the powerful execu- 
tive presidency, whose 
powers she alleges were 
abused by her predecessors, 
they said. 

“Soldiers are confused 
and morale was at rock 
bottom when we withdrew 
from captured areas. They 
are asking what’s going on 
and officers cannot answer 
them." the field comman- 
der said. 

But military spokesman 
Brigadier Sarath Mu nasi ng- 
he denied the army had 
withdrawn or that morale 
was low. 


Middle East International 


Some officers directing 
the war either did not have 
combat experience or were 
noted for battlefield fai- 
lures. he added. 

The military won a huge 
victory on Friday when it 
beat off a ferocious raid by 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas in 
northeastern Wetioya. kill- 
ing more than 300 rebels for 
the loss of just rwo soldiers. 

The Tigers captured a 
large amount of arms and 
ammunition when they 
overran the same base more 
than a year ago. 

Friday's victory was an 
exception to the string of 
disasters the military has 
suffered ax ihe hands of the 
Tigers, who have overrun 
several bases in recent years 
and captured or destroyed 
patrol boats, aircraft and 
battle tanks. 

Experienced officers 
were apalled bv the 
disregard for the' rules of 
warfare military comman- 
ders have shown in their 
eagerness to satisfy their 
political masters. 

"The military campaign 
has been marked by inde- 
cisiveness and confusion," 
army field commander 
told Reuters. 

"Operations are hastily 
planned to impossible 
timetables. Officers who 
dare* to tell politicians the 
truth are victimised.’’ 
Officers said they were 
shocked by rampant cor- 
ruption and the needless 
loss of life and enormous 
expenditure which occurred 
I m ill-planned offensives 
| meant to meet short-term 
po itical goals rather than 
military objectives. 

An example, thev said 
was last month's offensive 
in which troops.advanced to 
within six km of the north- 
ern rebel stronghold of Jaff- 
na qnfy to withdraw when 

\ Tlg 5 r L C0u nter-attack 
showed they could not hold 
captured ground. 

“The offensive failed as it 
was planned with indecent 
haste, was not realistic and 
was over-ambitious given 
the military s resource con- 


“There’s no case of with- 
drawing and not withdraw- 
ing." he told Reuters. 
“We're dominating the 
area. Morale is absolutely 
high because troop morale 
is much much higher when 
they know we’re poised for 
offensive operations." 

He was quoted by the 
Island newspaper on 
Wednesday as saving the 
task was not easv’ 


"We are facing a barbar- 
ic, ruthless, brutal and 
sadistic terrorist move- 
ment." he was quoted as . 
saving. 

The war against the Ti- ' 
gers. fighting for an inde- 
pendent homeland for 
minority Tamils in the is- 
land s north and east, re- 
mains locked in a stalemate 
despite the increase in tech- 
nological intensity and 
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Marseille keeps racial peace, 
offering hope to France 


By Mort Rosenbhun 

77»tf Associated Press 

MARSEILLE — Neithci 
war in Algeria nor terror in 
Paris has moved Marseille, 
the ancient cornerstone of 
France that today stands as a 
bastion against widely feared 
racial explosions. 

“I'm not sure why, but the 
lid stays on here, and that 
keeps other pots from boiling 
over m other places," said 
Salah Bariki, an Algerian- 
bom community leader. “Let 
us hope it lasts." 

Elsewhere in France, and 
In Europe, large mixes - of 
Muslim immigrants and of 
conservative natives who 
vote to the right have proved 
volatile. Racial tensions often 
flare into violence. 

In Marseille, 'where one 
person in six is Muslim and 
many French are still bitter 
from having to abandon 
Algeria 40 years ago, there is 
tenuous peace. 

Police squads banged on 
North Africans' doors in 
search of clues to the July 25 
Pans subway bombing. But. 
unlike in Lyon and other 
cities, few voices rose in pro- 
test. 

In December, gendarmes 
stormed a jumbo jet at 
Marseille airport, killing four 
Algerian hijackers, but hard- 
ly a ripple was felt in town. 

No one took to the streets 


when thugs of the right-wing 
National Front fatally shot a 
Comoran immigrant, black 
and Muslim, who jeered 
when they put up posters of 
party leader Jean-Marie le 
Pen for the May presidential 
election. 

Jocelyne Cesari, a French 
sociologist and expert on 
Third World immigrants, 
calls Marseille a likely pro- 
totype for uneasy coexistence 
among separate communities 
as a new Europe changes 
colour. 

"At first, Le Pen warned to 
build a stronghold in Marseil- 
le, where some sections voted 
over 30 per cent for his 
National Front," she said. 
“But he pic up in disgust 
and focused on fringe; areas." 

Marseille was the port 
from which France ruled its 
colonies. Less than two gen- 
erations later, it is a crippled 
hulk, jobless and crime- 
ridden. mired in the back- 
wash of empire. 

Just across the Mediterra- 
nean from Algiers and Tunis, 
and at the end of a boat ride 
from former French colonies 
in black Africa, it is a natural 
stopping point for people 
moving north. 

In the glory days, one mil- 
lion people lived here, work- 
ing at vast shipyards and 
thriving factories. Maritime 
moguls dwelt in splendour off 
the downtown canebiere. He- 


roin kings ran the French 
connection. 

Because of fierce strikes 
and competition from other 
ports, Marseille fell on times 
so hard that even the mob left 
town. The fabled nightlife is 
deadly dull. Only tntreprid 
tourists stay long. 

Now the population is 
840.000. including 100.000 
Algerians and other Arabs 
ana 50,000 black Africans. 
More Comorans — 25,000 — 
live in Marseille than on their 
destitute islands off South 
Africa. 

The city is divided in two: 
white French families south 
from the Canebiere to the 
sea, Arabs and Africans to 
the north, up through miles 
of cheaply built bousing pro- 
jects where police fear to 
tread. 

Once posh townhouses on 
Napeoleon Ill's grand thor- 
oughfares are subdivided into 
squalid immigrant flats. Ele- 
gant terraced apartments in 
the heart of Marseille can be 
had for a song. 

Marseille’s harbour has 
welcomed foreign wanderers 
since the ancient Greeks built 
an outpost and planted the 
vines and olive trees that 
later spread into the sur- 
rounding Provence region. 

This time, however, new 
arrivals are resisting the old 
Marseille melting pot. 


Not far from the old port, 
good shepherd street is a 
casbah of Islamic butchers, 
men tipping mint tea in blue- 
tiled cates and Arabic satel- 
lite television blaring late into 
the night. 

<By the nearby Pone d’Aix, 
a shiny new McDonald's and 
fancy government buildings 
are islands in a North African 
city of sweets shops, prayer 
halls, couscous joints and an 
open-air bazaar. 

The street language is Ara- 
bic. When French is heard, it 
is often spoken in heavy Afri- 
can accents. 

Feelings run high on both 
sides of the line but. for ail 
the sparks over the past 
months and years, it is a 
powder keg that has not 
ignited. 

“Most Arabs live in denial, 
refuting to believe anything is 
wrong, and they get along as 
best they can," said Mr. Bari- 
ki, the community leader 
who is a member of Marseille 
Espe ranee, the mayor's com- 
mittee to promote racial har- 
mony. 

"Maybe it would be better 
if they organised and worked 
for better conditions, but 
they don’t," he said. “There 
are no community groups. 
The truth is, I don't really 
represent anybody." 

City hall employs 13,000 
people and perhaps a half- 
dozen are Arabs, all in minor 


posts. The police force is 
almost all white French, as 
are officially licensed taxi 
drivers. 

“This is the only city in 
France where even the street 
sweepers are white," Mr. 
Bariki said, with a rueful 
laugh. 

For immigrants, unem- 
ployment is about 25 per 
cent, twice the national aver- 
age. That leaves petty trad- 
ing, services, marginal pro- 
fessions and crime. 

A small industry thrives in 
caves beneath apartment 
buildings in the northern 
neigbbourhoods: Young men 
work all night to dismantle 
stolen cars. Purse-snatching 
and burglary are rampant. 

“Perhaps it’s just as well." 
Jean-Marc Matalon, a radio 
journalist, said with a shrug. 
“If it weren't for the income 
from crime, the Marseille pot 
would probably boil over.” 

Police offiicals, fearful of 
the potential for sudden, se- 
rious violence, try to keep 
temperatures down. Even 
literally. In summer, they bus 
youngsters to the beach from 
northern housing projects. 

After the Paris bombing, 
police teams tried to avoid 
rough treatment while check- 
ing identity papers and using 
intelligence leads into the in- 
ner city. 

Mr. Cesari, the sociologist, 
sard that most likely, people 


get along in Marseille be- 
cause they have defined terri- 
tories and worked out ways 
of living within their" own 
cultures without fearing in- 
trusion from others. 

She said racism turns 
murderous in dries and vil- 
lages where old families panic 
at strange customs, blaming 
the outsiders for tough times. 
Immigrants revolt when they 
feel powerless and under 
attack. 

Marseille's immigrants, 
comfortable in their num- 
bers, avoid explosive frustra- 
tion, and they warn off 
aggression with' an aggres- 
siveness for their own. 

In Toulon, down the coast, 
and elsewhere in France, 
assaults on Muslims are fre- 
quent, and victims seek re- 
venge. This may increase, 
sodologists say, but time may 
also bring more tolerance, as 
Marseille has shown. 

At their Tunis Carthage 
restaurant, the chaouche 
cousincs have been making it 
in Marseille for 30 years, 
serving steaming plates of 
rice and lamb to old-timers 
and newcomers just off the 
boat. 

“We have no trouble here, 
no attacks, no remarks on the 
street,” Moander Chaouche 
said. “Marseille is hard, but it 
is a good place. In Toulon, 
that's different. The people 
are crazy there." 


Casinos get one roll of the dice closer to approval 


By Jose Rosenfeld 
and Itim 


ISRAEL HAS moved one 
step doser to legalise casi- 
no gambling when the In- 
terministena! Committee 
on the Establishment of 
Legalised Casino Gambling 
appointed a professional 
committee that will make 
recommendations on leg- 
islation within 60 days- 
Last month the cabinet ' 
approved in prindple eta - , 
establishment of casinos. 
Tourism Minister Uzi 


Baram, who is spearhead- 
ing the initiative, sees the 
establishment of a casino in 
EUat as the only way to 
deal with the competition 
created by the existing casi- 
no in Tabs and the prop- 
osed casino in Aqaba. 

Mr. Baram told the inter- 
ministerial committee that 
his minis tiy had commis- 
sioned a public opinion poll 
which found 60 per cent of 
the population supports the 
establishment of a casino, - 
while 37 per cent oppose it. ' 
In Eilat, 65 per cent of 
residents favour a casino 


and 21 per cent oppose it. 

The professional com- 
mittee, which will be 
headed by fomter. income 
tax commissioner Moshe 
Gavish, who is now manag- 
ing director of the Mercan- 
tile Discount Bank, was 
directed to consider: the 
establishment of a gamb- 
ling oversight „jdy; the 
location and number of leg- 
al casinos and the types of 
games allowed; thk r size 
gambling halls; limitations 
on the placement of gamb- 
ling machines; taxation of 


casino revenues; ownership 
abd operation of casinos; 
licensing requirements; 
limitations on entry to casi- 
nos and advertising; and 
special law enforcement 
provisions. 

Its members will include 
representatives of the Fi- 
nance, Justice, Education, 
Environment and Tourism 
ministries, all of whose 
ministers ^erve on the in- 
tenwhisrcrial committee. 

Education Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein sug- 
gested that Mifal Hapayis 


be placed in charge of 
establishing a casino, but 
Finance Minister Avraham 
Shohat opposed the idea. 
He did agree, however, 
that the professional com- 
mittee study the proposal. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal announced his res- 
ignation from the intermin- 
isterial committee, claim- 
ing that in naming a profes- 
sional committee it was ex- 
ceeding the authority 
granted .by the govern- 
ment. But Justice Minister 
David Liba’i maintained 
that the government had 


authorised the committee 
to recommend legislation. 

Hie Masorti (Conserva- 
tive) Movement, mean- 
while, expressed its deep 
disappointment, telling 
Israel Radio that Baram 
had implied there would be 
casino$ not only in Eilat but 
also near the Dead Sea and 
in the centre of the coun- 
try. Gambling- is against 
both Jewish tradition and 
the Zionist ideal of a peo- 
ple living by the work of its 
hands, the movement said. 

The Jerusalem Post. 


Israel closes 

(Continued from page 1) 

is our mosque, and we will 
protect it no matter what." 

The confrontation came at 
a time of escalating tension 
between Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Jewish set- 
tlers over government plans 
to expand Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank. 

“These extremists want to 
kill the peace process," said 
Faisal Husseini, the senior 
PLO official in Jerusalem 
who went to the Dome of the 
Rock to observe the con- 
frontation. 

“If people want to come 
here as tourists and behave 
themselves, then that is okay. 
Bui if they want to come to 
score a political point, this is 
totally rejected," Mr. Hus- 
seini added. 

Meanwhile, Israeli nego- 
tiators said on Sunday they 
were close to agreement on 
expanding self-rule for 
Palestinians but PLO officials 
were sceptical that 3ny prog- 
ress had been made in the 
drawn-out talks. 

These differing interpreta- 
tions of progress were made 
as PLO Chief Yasser Arafat 
and lsrael’s.Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres prepared to 
meet in order to force the 
pace of the talks. 

'T thinly we can reach an 
agreement by the end of this 
month ... Palestinians want 
elections this year, and for 
this to happen, we have to 
conclude the accord ibis 
month,” one Israeli official 
close to the negotiations said, 
insisting on anonymity. 

The two sides are trying to 
agree on arrangements to ex- 
pand Palestinian self-rule 
into the West Bank. Mr. Ara- 
fat's Palestinian Authority 


took over Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jericho, the 
first part of self-rule, last 
year. 

The Israeli official said 
both sides had already agreed 
on the transfer of 40 civilian 
powers in the West Bank by 
the end of the year and said 
he expected Israeli troops 
would start redeploying away 
from Arab population cen- 
tres by November. 

But PLO negotiations dis- 
agreed. 

“Judging from the negotia- 
tions, I doubt we can solve 
the main disputed issues by 
the end of this month," said 
one Palestinian negotiator. ' 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Penes, 
who share a Nobel peace 
prize with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for a 
framework 1993 peace agree- 
ment, last met in Egypt three 
weeks ago. But Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation offi- 
cials say in the last week they 
have bypassed official nego- 
tiating teams to talk by tele- 
phone. 

They are due to meet in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Taba on Monday for talks on 
the issues that deeply divide 
them — security arrange- 
ments in the West Bank, the 
status of the town of Hebron, 
water and other issues. 

Last week, Israeli and PLO 
negotiators talked for six 
days in the Israeli resort of 
Eilat without any apparent 
progress. They are also due 
to resume those talks on 
Monday.' 

But Khaled Saiam, an Ara- 
fat advisor, said the talks 
needed high-level participa- 
tion from math sides to break 
the deadlock.- 

“It has become a necessity 
now for direct involvement of 
the Israeli and Palestinian 
political leadership to narrow 


existing gaps on hard core 
disputed issues," he said. 

PLO negotiators said they 
believed the slow down in 
peace talks was partly due to 
external pressures "on the 
Israeli government, such as 
the settler protests. 

Israelis and Palestinians 
are now a year behind the 
original schedule for the ex-' 
pansion of self-rule into the 
West Bank, and more recent- 
ly missed two self-imposed 
deadlines. 

Settlers to renew/hill war’ 

Also on Sunday, settler 
leaders announced that the 
“hill war" against Palestinian 
self-rule on the West Bank 
will continue. 

“We have decided to re- 
sume the struggle,” said Uri 
Ariel, head of rhe council of 
Jewish Settlements in Judea, 
Samaria (West Bank) and 
Gaza. 

“We remain open to a dia- 
logue with Prime- Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, but the strug- 
gle will continue unless the 
government halts the nego- 
tiations with the PLO." 

Mr. Ariel said Mr. Rabin 
had failed to satisfy the set- 
tlers' demands during a meet- 
ing Friday. A second meeting 
between the prime minister 
and representatives of the 
130,000 West Bank colonists 
is scheduled for Tuesday. 

The settlers declared a 
truce Thursday after a call 
from President Ezer Weiz- 
man following five days of 
trouble with troops who 
evicted hundreds of Israelis 
from three West Bank hills a 
total of five times. 

The operations are pan .of 
a wider campaign launched in 
June to block the spread of 
self-rule on tem'iofy which 


settlers believe God gave to 
the Jews. Settlers claim PLO- 
ruled enclaves will become 
safe havens from which ex- 
tremists will attack Jews. 

Mr. Rabin has warned that 
the full force of the law will 
be used to restore order and 
criticised the campaign for 
tying down security forces 
and reducing training. 

Israel could release 1500 
prisoners 

An Israeli commission is to 
meet to discuss the possible 
release of 1,500 Palestinian 
prisoners as part of talks with 
the PLO on the extension of 
self-rule in the West Bank, an 
Israeli official has said Satur- 
. day. 

Israel is considering the 
release of the prisoners in 
coming months — some of 
them after the signing of an 
autonomy accord with the 
PLO and othefs before 
Palestinian self-rule elections 
in the West Bank, the official 
said. 

The inter-ministerial com- 
mission responsible for the 
release of the prisoners meets 
Tuesday in occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

After the commission's 
^previous meeting. Police 
Minister Moshe 'Shahal 
announced on June 29 that 
hundreds of Palestinian pris- 
oners would be released with 
the signing of an accord with 
the PLO. 

Israel currently holds 6.500 
Palestinian prisoners after re- 
leasing 5.000 since the signing 
of an agreement on the with- 
drawal of Israeli ’forces from 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho in 
May 1994. But it has since 
arrested 1,000 more Palesti- 
nians. 


Jordan demands 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mount Faithfuls should 
prompt a firm and immediate 
action by the Israeli govern- 
ment so that their actions will 
not have negative effects on 
the peace process,” Mr. 
Kabarili said. 

Jordan's ambassador to 
Israel Marwan Muasher Sun- 
day conveyed to the Israeli 
government Jordan's posi- 
hon. which rejects the Israeli 
settlers' actions in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

The government spokes- 
man said the Jordanian gov- 
ernment reaffirms that is the 
duty of the Israeli authorities 


to prevent any abuse of the 
Al Aqsa Mosque in imple- 
mentation of Clause Two of 
Article Nine of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty, adding 
that Israel has the responsi- 
bility to safeguard the peace 
process through which the 
“different parties are work- 
ing to attain a just, compre- 
hensive and lasting peace that 
will preserve the right of all 
parties without any discri- 
mination’’ 

"The Jordanian govern- 
ment asserts its firm stand 
with regard to Arab Jeru- 
salem and its holy sites 'as 
occupied Arab territory, 
accoroing to all U.N. resolu- 


tions,” added the spokes- 
man. 

He said that the govern- 
ment has instructed the" 
ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs to follow up on 
this issue through its officials 
in Jerusalem and to take all 
measures that would safe- 
guard the Al Aqsa Mosque 
and ensure its continued safe- 
ty and sanctity. . 

The Arab League also 
issued a statement conde- 
mning the ruling by Israel’s 
supreme court. It said such a 
move could only increase ten- 
sions, according to Reuters 
news agency report. 

The league statement on 
the Temple Mount, came on 
a day when Israeli police 
closed the area to visitors to 


prevent a confrontation be- 
tween Muslims and Jewish 
extremists. 

Israel’s supreme court last 
week ruled in favour of the 
group, granted its members 
the right to tour, but not to 
pray, in the area atop the 
mount that includes the 
Dome of the Rock and Al 
Aqsa mosques. 

It said the decision violated 
Israel's 1993 peace pact with 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and U.N. re- 
solutions that uTge against 
any action to change the sta- 
tus of institutions in Jeru- 
salem. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa also said his gov- 
ernment was concerned ab- 
out the court decision . 


King entrusts 

(Continued from page 1) 

prosperity. 

Therefore, I entrust vYour 
Majesty with the establish- 
ment and chairmanship of the 
"National Task Force for 
Children," comprised of the 
finest concerned individuals 
and professionals in the field 
of children's affairs from both 
the public and private sec- 
tors. I hereby maintain the 
necessity for the coordination 
of all endeavours and institu- 
tional undertaking through 
this task force and emphasise 
our need for a dear vision, 
realistic objectives, and com- 
prehensive awareness of the 
long-term advantages of sci- 
entific study to cultivate a 
free, informed, open-minded 


and tolerant new generation, 
capable of rising in the face of 
future challenges. 

I am confident that Jordan 
is capable of realising more of 
its aspirations and anaining 
futher accomplishments 
through the labours of its fine 
people working to achieve 
the noble objectives of the 
International Declaration on 
the Rights of the Child, the 
fruits of which, we hope, will 
benefit all children in Jordan. 

I wish you much success 
and hope that this task force 
becomes a venerable miles- 
tone in Jordan's achieve- 
ments, which are built on a 
tradition of love, coopera- 
tion, spiritual unity, freedom 
and justice. 

God's peace and blessings 
be upon you. 


50 years 

Continued from page I 

Most of the elderly 
hibakusha who come to the 
Hiroshima peace park every 
day lost their entire families 
and have not been able to 
adjust themselves to normal 
life. Many bear vivid marks 
— mangled fingers, twisted 
limbs and other deforma- 
tions that could not be com- 
pletely corrected with 
surgery. 

' Many are undergoing 
daily treatment, but are 
unlikely to recover fully. 
But they are determined to 
continue to press the case 
against atomic weapons 
around the world and to 
make their voices heard on 
every possible occasion, the 
last this week, when thou- 
sands marched through the 
streets of Hiroshima to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
attack. 

One of the most striking 
things about Hiroshima, 
particularly after taking a 
stroll through the museum, 
is how the city defied all 


predictions and sprang back 
to its feet in a few years. 

Taiko Nayamura, a boy of 
10 then, who was away 
from Hiroshima at the time 
of the attack but returned to 
his hometown three weeks 
later to join the restoration 
work that started in days 
after the blast, said be 
believed that the "sheer 
Japanese will to live” was 
the key to Hiroshima’s 
recovery. 

"We the Japanese always 
had and still have a strong 
instinct for survival,” said 
Mr. Nayamura, sitting in the 
rooftop bar of. a landmark 
hotel in Hiroshima. “The 
people of Hiroshima cared 
little for ^warnings of radia- 
tion simply because they 
had already lost everything. 
They plunged to reconstruc- 
tion with whatever little 
they had.” 

“The result is," added the 
man with an expansive ges- 
ture at the glittering lights 
and the impressive industri- 
al skyline of Hiroshima, “is 
what yon see around us 
today. We simply don't give 
up." 


Arab League 

(Con tin tied from page 1) 


Arab countries would also 
promise to combat terrorism 
and refrain from giving help 
or sanctuary to extremist 
groups in their territories. 

Arab diplomats said the 
document was largely symbo- 
lic and was not expected to 
end fears and doubts result- 
ing from the Gulf war. Arab 
governments are already 


bound by the league's 1945 
charier and a joint defence 
pact that prohibits the use of 
force among Arab countries. 

Iraq and Kuwait, which 
still refuses to restore ties 
with Arab states that sup- 
ported Baghdad in the Gulf 
war. were among countries 
urging the charter. 
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Draft law seeks to boost accessibility, trading at AF.M 




By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In its bid to 
strengthen the investment cli- 
mate in Jordan ahead of the 
Middle East arid North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit, the government is work- 
ing on a drat law aimed at 
facilitating share and stock 
trading and increasing acces- 
sibility to the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM). 

The draft law. which is 
being prepared by the AFM 
will be presented •‘hopefully"' 
before Parliament ends its 
current extraordinary ses- 
sion. deputy director general 
of the AFM, Jalil Tariff said. 

Parliament is about to dis- 
cuss new income, sales tax 
and investment laws, in addi- 


tion to the AFM draft law. 

“There should be trans- 
parency in economic poli- 
cies." director general of the 
AFM. Dr. Umayya Toukan 
said. “Legislation should 
only contain guidelines with 
bylaws that can be amended 
without having to change the 
guidelines." 

While persona! and corpo- 
rate income taxes will be cut. 
sales tax will be increased 
from its current seven per 
cent to 10. Dr. Toukan ex- 
plained that this way. the 
private sector would be able 
to save more money that can 
be used to reinvest, while the 
government's main revenue 
will come from the sales tax 
hikes. 

As for the investment law. 
the new law will equate 


Jordanian and non-Jordanian 
investors, and will simplify 
government bureaucracy. ■ 
Foreign investors will be able 
to compete with local inves- 
tors. “This competition will 
improve the quality of goods 
and services, so they meet 
international standards," Dr. 
Toukan said. 

Regarding the AFM draft 
taw. Mr. Jalil explained that 
one main feature of this law is 
allowing dual listing of com- 
panies. This means that 
Jordanian companies now 
will be listed on intemational 
financial markets, and fore- 
ign companies will be listed 
on the Jordanian financial 
market. By allowing that, in- 
ternational investors will be 
able to buy up to only 49 per 
cent of any Jordanian com- 


pany shares, thereby increas- * 
ing the investment drive in 
the local market and facilitat- 
ing die procedure for Jorda- 
nian companies to raise funds 
from abroad. 

The draft law will also 
■oblige Jordanian companies 
to provide the stock exchange 
with their quarterly, semi- 
annual and yearly reports of 
their financial status and any 
changes that will effect their 
share prices, explained Mr. 
Tarif. 

Mr. Tarif said that the 
draft law would call for the 
establishment of a central de- 
pository and clearing agency 
to facilitate trading, and set- 
tlement between brokers and 
their clients, replacing the 
previous system of separate 
registration at each individual 


listed company. 

The draft law will also en- 
courage small investors to in- 
vest their savings through 
mutual funds. The funds, 
administered by experienced 
managers, will invest on be- 
half of investors who have 
limited knowledge in the 
market, explained Mr. Tarif. 
It will be inspected by the 
AFM. 

Another main issue refer- 
red to in the draft law is the 
brokerage system. The new 
law will allow the AFM the 
authority to organise the 
brokerage system by increas- 
ing their independence and 
capital. 

“This will allow for the 
establishment of a regulatory 
body or security and ex- 
change commission." Mr. 


Tarif said. This commission 
Will control and regulate the 
capital in the market includ- 
ing the stock exchange, while 
at the same time the* private 
sector will have a say in man- 
aging the stock exchange. 
“The draft law will streng- 
then the role of brokerage 
system in order to have this 
separation," Mr. Tarif ex- 
plained. 

“ft is important to show 
that the Jordanian market is 
accessable to foreign inves- 
tors,” he said. 

“We have to create the 
right economic climate for 
foreign investors through 
freedom of movement of 
labour, capital and goods, 
open market reforms, and 
transparency of laws,” Dr. 
Toukan said. 


One way to attract inves- 
tors. Dr. Toukan said, is to 
wean away the economy from 
government control to the 
private sector. But in order to 
make the transition to the 
private sector, the govern- 
ment has to adopt new trade 
“philosophies.” he said. 

■ “Government should not 
have any ‘business' with busi- 
ness." Dr. Toukan said- 

He also said the private 
sector should work hard to 
change its “attitude" if it 
expects to succeed. “For the 
past 45 years, the private 
sector was simply im- 
plementing government pro- 
jects." he said. “Now it has 
to find new ways and 
mechanisms, to finance pro- 
jects. and invest." 

The private sector will also 


be expected to take a- leading 
role in the operation and 
management of future pro- 
jects In the MENA summit 
alone, a list of 27 project^ 
amounting to *3-5 billsm 
have been prepared. In addj, 
tion. over 100 projects df 
small and medium industries 
have also been prepared and 
will most probably be im- 
plemented by the private sedt 
tor. Projects in the Jordan 
Rift Valley will also be sub- 
mitted in the summit. • i 


Dr. Toukan said he be* 
Jieved the aims of the MENA 
summit are consistant with 
. Jordan's priority, which is to, 
alleviate poverty and unem- 
ployment, increase incomes, 
and create the right atmos- 
phere for foreign investors. 


World Bank warns of impending global water scarcity 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The world will spend $600 
billion over the next decade 
to augment water reserves, as 
demand spurred by urbanisa- 
tion and agriculture outstrips 
available supplies, according 
to the World Bank. 

“We are warning the world 
that there is a huge problem 
looming out there.” said 
Ismail Serageldin. a bank vice 
president. “Unless current 
trends are reversed, we will 
have a worsening water crisis 


around the planet." 

Water is abundant in many 
parts of the world, but some 
80 countries are experienc- 
ing water shortages serious 
enough to threaten agricul- 
ture. said a World Bank re- 
port. released Saturday. It 
was prepared for an interna- 
tional symposium in Stock- 
holm starting Aug. 13. 

With the world's popula- 
tion expected to expand from 
today's 5.6 billion to eight 
billion in 2025. demands on 


water for households, indus- 
tries and irrigation will grow 
rapidly. 

Meanwhile, the supply is 
increasingly being contamin- 
ated by pollution from indus- 
try. domestic waste and farm 
chemicals, the paper said. 

“The water problem in 
most countries stems not 
from a shortage of water but 
rather from its inefficient and 
unsustainable use." Mr. 
Serageldin said. “We need to 
change our attitudes toward 


water and stop wasting it the 
way we do." 

Most countries with limited 
water are in the Middle East. 
North Africa. Central Asia 
and sub-Saharan Africa, 
where populations are grow- 
ing fastest. Other regions fac- 
ing water scarcity are north- 
ern China, southern India, 
western Sourh America and 
large parts of Pakistan and 
Mexico. 

Global demand for water, 
which has historical Iv in- 


creased at a rate of 2.3 per 
cen t a year doubting every 2 1 
years, must be slowed, the 
paper said. - 

It recommended that the 
problem be addressed by 
establishing associations of 
river and lake users to man- 
age water, and by selling 
water at prices high enough 
to encourage conservation. 

“The experts all agree on 
the need to do something 
fast." Mr. Serageldin said. 
“The main problem is the 


S. American trade bloc seeks deal with EU 


ASUNCION (AFP) — 
Member countries of South 
America's Southern Com- 
mon Market (Mercosur) 
agreed Saturday to open 
negotiations with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) on creating 
what would be one of the 
world’s largest free-trade 
zones. 

The presidents of Argenti- 
na. Brazil. Paraguay, and 
Uruguay — who constitute 
the Mercosur Council — 
ordered the group to begin 
negotiations at a technical 
level with the European Un- 
ion on Sept. 14 in Brussels. 

Talks will continue in 
Montevideo on Sept. 29 and 
throughout the following 
months with final agree- 
ment expected to-.fre signed 
between the four South 
American presidents and 
their 15 European counter- 
parts around mid-December 
in Madrid. 

President Bill Clinton may 
be invited to attend the sign- 
ing ceremony, officials said. 

The trade agreement 
would call for a progressive 
reduction in tariffs by the 


year 2001 and to widen coop^ 
eration in several areas such 
as agriculture, industry, in- 
vestment. transportation, 
and science and technology. 

Mercosur was also to set 
guidelines for holding talks 
with the European Union on 
promoting democracy and 
human rights in the effort to 
strengthen political integra- 
tion between the two groups. 

A 24-point declaration by 
President Juan Wasmosy of 
Paraguay. President Carlos 
Menem of Argentina. Presi- 
dent Fernando Cardoso of 
Brazil, and President Julio 
Sanguinetti of Uruguay 
pledged to expand Merco- 


sur's role in global free trade. 

The heads of state “reiter- 
ate their political will to in- 
crease Mercosur’s competi- 
tiveness and expand its role 
in the world... including par- 
ticipation in international 
agreements and forums dedi- 
cated to such aims.*' they said 
in "a statement. 

They also pledged to ratify 
economic cooperation agree- 
ments as early as possible 
with Chile and Bolivia. 

The precise timeframe for 
both negotiating the free 
trade deal and putting it in 
place will be the subject of 
pending negotiations, a first 
phase of which is expected. to 


stretch from 1996-2001. 


Mercosur, which took in 
January, groups the four 
Latin American countries in 
a free-trade zone of more, 
than 190 million consumers. 


The Mercosur-E U alliance 
would cover a territory of 567 
million consumers with trade 


flow expected to total $1.4 
trillion. 

In comparison, the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) between the 
United States. Mexico and 
Canada creates a market of 
some 378 million people and 
generates $1.6 trillion in 
trade. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

The first is a 200 square metres, separate ground floor 
apartment, consisting* of two bedrooms, guest room,, 
sitting and dining area, glassed-in veranda, garden, and 
a garage. The second is a 220 square metre second 
floor apartment, consisting of three bedrooms, guest 
room, living room, glassed-in balcony. Each apartment, 
has separate central heating, telephone, maid room, 
large kitchen, and deluxe furniture. 

Please call Tel. 665711 and 664256 


THE Daily Crossword by Gerald R. Ferguson 


ACROSS 
1 — the coop 
(escaped) 

5 Toy rifle ammo 
8 Lend beauty to 

13 Incite . 

14 Belfry sound 

15 Make fast, 
nauticaNy 

16 A Greenspan 

17 Fitzgerald 

18 Beyond plump 

19 Conspicuous 

22 Campaign name 
of *52 

23 Mass of cotton 
fibers 

24 Yam mops 

28 Box for practice 
30 Small faction 

34 Fizzy quaffs 

35 Opposition 
member 

37 “La—" 

(Debussy opus) 

38 Optimistically 

42 Erstwhile MGM 
rival 

43 Entranceway 

44 Kind of goose 

45 “Boss" Tweed 
lampooner 

47 Breather 

49 Put out 

50 Like — of bricks 
52 Total number 
54 “Thy word is a 

— " (Bible) 

61 Unskilled 

62 Growl 

63 Central line 



24 

25 

26 

27 


34 





38 





42 



H 

43 

45 



46 

■ 


61 


65 


68 


0 1 995 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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6 Island east of 
Java 

7 Recklessly 

8 Like — from the 
blue 

9 Ledger losses 

10 Cassini 

11 Impetuous 

12 Russian veto 
14 Furtive glance 
20 Greeted uncivilly 

Planet 


Puzzle solved: 


21 

65 Martinique peak 24 Utter disdain 


66 She: Fr. 

67 — Japanese 
War 

68 European 

69 Comic Louis 

70 List ender 


DOWN 


25 “Willy — and the 
Chocolate 
Factory^ 

26 Some singers 

27 Humphf 
29 Couples 

31 M. Zola 

32 Chest material 



1 Monastery figure 33 River in Ontario 
Caron film 36 Reflexive 
pronoun 

39 Nonmetallic 
element 

40 Nobel physicist 


Panache 

Left 

Reigning 

beauties 


41 Boston Red — 
46 Hit lightly 
48 Mexican food 
51 Instructor's pupil 

53 Erato’s 
instrument 

54 Rims 


55 Once again 

56 Cob or stag, e.g. 

57 Mere 

58 Lessen 

59 Way out 

60 A Sinatra 
64 Musical note 


CAR FOR SALE 

94 Toyota Corolla DX excellent cond.,1800cc, 
American Specs., dual airbag, all power options, 
central lock, automatic, A/C, premium stereo, 
22k miles, Texas Plate, Not Taxed. Tel .6958 15 


THE BETTER HALF, . By Glasbergen 



“Next time don’t buy the bargain brand.”: 


lack of political will to carry 
out these recommendations." 

Irrigation consumes 90 per 
cent of all water used in poor 
countries, the report said, but 
up to half of that is wasted 
and never reaches plants. An 
average 40 per cent of water 
leaving treatment plants in 
Thud WotW cities is lost. 

Globally, the World Bank 
estimated that $600 billion 
will be invested in projects to 
increase clean water output 
in the next 10 years. 

Most will be raised within 
user countries, but 10 per 
cent of the money will come 
from abroad, mainly as aid 
for poor countries. The 
World Bank will participate 
with loans of up to $40 bil- 
lion. 

“But the World Bank will 
not fund projects that look 
only at irrigation or only at 
municipal use." Mr. 
Serageldin warned. “We 
want to see how their use fits 
into the greater claim on this 
precious resource." 


Vietnam hails new U.S. 
trade prospects 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam’s 
official media trumpeted a 
new era in trade relations 
with the United States Sun- 
day, as visiting U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher opened Washington’s 
first embassy in the Viet- 
namese capital. 

“The figures that speak for 
themselves" said a front-page 
headline in the English- 
language Vietnam News. 

“As of this month a total of 
36 U.S. company licences 
have been granted... already 
in the first half of 1995. a 
total of $285 million has been 
invested. As the old proverb 
states ‘the early bird catches 
the worm.” 

But members of the Amer- 
ican business community in 
Hanoi were taking a cooler 
view Sunday. Washington 
lifted its trade embargo 
against Hanoi only in Febru- 
ary last year and U.S. invest- 
ment still lags behind that of 


.Vietnam’s Asian neighbour*. 

"American business is still 
handicapped by the lack of 
economic normalisation with 
Vietnam,’’ said Virginia 
Foote of the U.S.-Vietnam 
Trade Council. 

“I think air links and other 
matters which don’t require a. 
political derision will move 
right along now. But MFN 
(most favoured nation trad- 
ing status) and others are the 
big ones..- MFN will prob- 
ably take a year," Ms. Foote 
said. 

Businessmen who met Mg. 
Christopher over breakfast 
Sunday were also nonflussed 
about the prospects for any 
rapid change for U.S. firms > 

“If all of a sudden l0,00f) 
people get off a plane waving 
their money, that’s not a 
good thing,” said one execu- 
tive. “You should come, but 
you’ve got to be realistic 
when you come here,’’ he 
added. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four onSnary wortte. 


They'D bo bfooming In no rtma 


YASID 



i 


eras Tan* ha So*n. he 

MdfftSltanM. 


LUI 

DGI 


r > 




IKH 

3IN 

□ 


^ Y"n 

□ 

□ 



URBAUN 



□ 

_L 



HOROSCOPE 


MON- 

1995 


HOW HE 

PE5C&BEP HIS NEW 
FLOWED 'BUSINESS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


II II IT IT 

(Answers tomorrow} 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


WHEEL GROIN BELLOW FORGOT 
What the obnoxious motorist was told — 
WHERE TO GO 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



FORECAST FOR 
DAY, AUGUST 7, 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer/ ‘Carroll ^ Rfghter. 

Foundation 

-iv ’ - ■ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April, 

19) Many restrictive condi- 
tions may upset you this 
morning, if you are not 
objective, and then tonight 
solve the problems quickly.' 1 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May- 

20) Steer clear of friends who 
are restless and want to run 
away from mutual interests. 
Tonight your mate can be 
very helpful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Avoid outside activities 
as much as you can during 
daytime today, but tonight is 
fine for gadding about town. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Stick to the 
tried and true during the day- 
time, but tonight study into 
something new arid fascinat- 
ing. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Steer clear of a disagreement 
with a high-strung associate 
who is not very conventional 
and then tonight all works to 
your favour. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to* 
September 22) Be kind with- 
those who are upset an* 
acting strangely and tonight-, 
an associate gives you fine(. 
support on a new assignment^ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to* 
October 22) Your work load 
may seem too heavy today/ 
but if you plan your time? 
wisely, you can handle it very- 
well and quickly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Although you 
want to have a good time 
today. « is best you handle 
practical affairs during the 
daytime and save entertain- 
ment for tonight. 

^ , Tf AR,US: (November 
--to December 21) Do not 

0-r «««o disagreements 


get 


m • u,! *fS re ements at 
ES" w dun . n 8 the daytime and 
tonight aft will be serene 

here Be genfte with a family 

ne who j S irrate. 


Mutt’n Jeff 



F n A ,™ C °RN; (December 22 
“df™ ar > 20) Much “re in 
Sid rh k necessa ry today 
of J-fd reby a ,': oid »>"e kind 
■ ^ en! - Keep poised if 

d™"e a d e a r bad mood 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 t0 
Febraary 19) You may tea 

make m" fuS £ d and co “ w 

' ' S i akes where «■' 

S-r’-S 


Birthstone of August: Peri- 

Oolden Quartz 
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CBJ, Israeli 

officials 

discuss 

banking 

issues 

IN TOTAL secrecy, 
Jordanian and Israeli monet- 
ary officials held intensive 
discussions for the first time 
at the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) last week. CBJ offi- 
cials refused to give derails 
about rhe discussions except 
that routine meetings were 
held with officials from the 
Bank of Israel and that the 
talks covered means to over- 
come difficulties facing bran- 
ches of Jordanian banks in 
the occupied territories. CBJ 
Deputy Governor Michel 
Marto led the Jordanian side 
to the two-day meetings. The 
Israeli side was represented 
by a senior Bank of Israel 
official in addition to a team 
of experts from both sides 
(A! Aswaq). 

** AN INFORMED source 
said that a special ministerial 
council is currently studying 
and reviewing the draft trade 
accord between Jordan and 
Israel. The source denied 
that the two countries had 
reached a final agreement or 
that a data has been fixed for 
the signing of the agreement. 
He said the council was mak- 
ing some amendments to the 
accord. Asked to confirm 
that Israel will lower customs 
tariffs on Jordanian exports 
by between 25 and 75 per 
cent while receiving 10 per 
cent reduction on its (Israeli) 
exports to Jordan, the source 
said the rates were inaccu- 
rate, preliminary and subject 
to change (Al Aswaq). iA 

☆ ☆ THE TELECOM- 
MUNICATIONS Corpora- 
tion decided to expand Al 
Abdali telephone exchange 
by adding to it 5,000 new 
lines which are expected to 
come into use in April 1996. 
Of the new lines that will be 
awarded to applicants in 
chronological order, 25 per 
cent, or 1 .250 lines, will be 
given to those paying three- 
times the normal charges. 
The corporation is also study- 
ing the possibility of expand- 
ing other telephone ex- 
changes in Amman to meet 
increasing demand (Al Ra’i). 

tt* APPROVED BY the 
Council of Ministers, the 
annual registration / subscrip- 
tion fees, paid by various 
industries, to the chamber of 
industry have been amended 
as follows: Those with capital 
of less than JD 100,000 must 
pay JD 20 whereas those with 
capital above JD 100,000 but 4 
less than JD 200,000 must 
pav JD 100. Industries with 
capital between JD 200,000 
and JD 500.000 have to pay 
JD 200 while those whose 
capital is between JD 500,000 
and JD I million have to pay 
JD 300. Other categories are 
JD 1 million and JD 2 million 
(JD 500); JD 2 million and 
JD 5 million (JD 800); JD 5 
million and JD 10 million (JD 
1,000). Companies with 
capital over JD 10 million are 
to pay JD 1.500 in annual 
fees (Al Ra'i). 

** INTENSIVE CAM- 
PAIGNS by ministry of 
supply inspectors during the 
past seven months have re- 
sulted in fining 15,108 mer- 
chants throughout the King- 
dom (Al Ra'i). 

SMALL FARMERS are 
still declining to buy the trac- 
tors provided by the Japanese 
government through credits 
from the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation.. Farmers say the 

price is high and interest adds 
up to about 42 per cent by the 
time they repay the loan (Al 
Dustourj. 

THE MINISTRY of wa- 
ter and Irrigation has formed 
a specialised working group 
to lay down practical plans to 
start implementing develop- 
mental agricultural projects 
on the lands regained from 
under Israeli occupation. 
According to Saleh Irsheidat. 
the minister of water and 
irrigation, the ministry has 
started field surveys of the 
areas, in cooperation with the 
army, to prepare them for 
agricultural utilisation (Al 
Ra’i). 


Bankers tell Maxwell trial 
of nightmare borrowing 


LONDON (R) — Robert 
Maxwell's main bankers said 
in court last week he forced 
them to lend money which, 
for at least one executive, 
turned into a nightmare 
worse than the Third World 
debt crisis of the early 198Us ; 

Robert Brown, testifying 
at the fraud trial of the lute 
publisher's youngest songs, 
Kevin and Ian Maxwell, was 
the corporate banker in 
charge of the Maxwell 
accounts at National West- 
minster (Natwest). 

Mr. Brown said he was 
fined by his bosses and risked 
being sacked over big. unau- 
thorised debts that were in- 
curred by Robert Maxwell 
months before he died in 
1991 and by Kevin. 

In two days of testimony. 
Mr. Brown "gave the jury a 
rare glimpse into frantic 
scrambling by lending banks 
once they discovered in 1991 
Maxwelfcom ponies were suf- 
fering a severe cash crisis. 

He told the court he would 
have “entered early retire- 
ment" at one point if Robert 
and Kevin Maxwell had 
failed to make a particular 
loan payment that had been 
promised to Natwest. 

On another deal, he said 
"certainly I would have been 
sacked" if he had lost hold of 


shares in an Israeli company 
culled Scitex that the Max- 
wells gave him as security for 
a loan. 

Mr. Kevin has denied con- 
spiring with his father to de- 
fraud pensioners by using 
Scitex shares that belonged to 
pension funds to raise loans 
for ailing private Maxwell 
companies. 

- Mr. Kevin, his brother, 
Ian. and a former Maxwell 
director have also denied 
another charge of conspiring 
to defraud. 

Mr. Brown said Robert 
and Kevin Maxwell promised 
to repay Natwest over SI DO 
million by selling the Scitex 
shares. 

But when they asked him 
to hand over the shares a 
.week before the sale, he re- 
fused. for fear Natwest would 
never get its money. He then 
made a special trip to New 
York to be present at the sale 
transaction and to ensure 
Natwest got paid. 

Mr. Brown sai'd he had 
earlier been Naiwesfs num- 
ber two executive in charge 
of £3 billion ($4.8 billion) in 
doubtful Third World debt, 
debt that eventually lost the 
bank £2 billion (S3.2 billion). 

But he said that unpleasant 
chapter paled in comparison 
to the “nightmare scenario" 
of the Maxwell accounts. 


Jordanian and French 
businessmen agree to 
set up $30m company 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jorda- 
nian and French businessmen 
have signed a tentative agree- 
ment on the establishment of 
the Arab European Tourism 
and Investments Company 
with 3 S30m capital. 

The founders of the com- 
pany, who represent well 
Jcnown economic organisa- 
tions in Jordan and France, 
will seek to set up a chain of 
hotels and restaurants in Jor- 
dan and the neighbouring 
Arab countries and will be 
conducting their work in 
agreement with the French 
company ACCOR which will 
later become a partner in the 
rjew company and .employing. ■ 
its vast experience in super- 
vising the hotels and res- 
taurants. 

Representing the Jorda- 
nian side at the signing cere- 
mony were Mr. Zuhair Al 
Ourtani, from rhe Jordan 
Gulf Bank, who will be chair- 
man of the company's board 
of directors and Ali 
Suheimat, who represents the 
Al Sharq Company for 
Financial and Economic In- 
vestments and who will serve' 
as depury chairman along 


with Ziyad Salah, a business* 
man, and Marwan Kama], 
who represents Yarmouk 
University's investments 
fund, as well as Ahmad Al 
Taher from the Al Salam 
Tourism Investments fjpm- 
pany. 

The French AC£OR com- 
pany was represented by Jac- 
ques Loujiz and Andria Pat- 
rick. 

A statement following the 
signing of the agreement said 
that the new company will 
prepare a document for the 
final agreement which will be 
formally signed in Paris in 20 
days time. . i j | 

According -to -the - agree- 
ment, the new company will 
be authorised to set up other 
companies specialising in 
managing hotels in Jordan 
and would be empowered to 
make similar investments in 
Iraq, Syria and Palestine. 

The new company is plan- 
ning to train its staff in coop- 
eration with the ACCOR 
group which owns 2250 hotels 
around the world and 6000 
travel and tourist agencies in 
120 countries, 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(July 31 - Aug. 4, 1995) 


AMMAN — The U.S. unit appreciated sharply against the 
yen and noticeably against the mark at the end of last week, 
while depreciating marginally against sterling. It ended the 
week 3.60 per cent higher against the yen, 1.17 per cent 
higher against the mark, and 0.28 per cent lower against 
sterling. 

The dollar rose against other major currencies Monday 
upon the release of U.S. economic data showing 


results, and hinting that the U.S. economy has bottomed 
and is turning up. Personal income rose a modest 0.4 per 
cent in June, while personal spending rose 0.2 per cent. 
The Chicago Purchasing Managers' index also rose to 49.7 
in July from 47.6 in June. The dollar also benefited from 
news that the federal deficit for the year 1995 will be less 
than expected and that the U.S. administration might be 
able to balance the budget sooner than the year 2002. 

The U.S. unit depreciated against other major currencies 
Tuesday, however. The dollar was affected by the sharp 
decline of the U.S. bond market earlier that day. The 
second market tumbled on the release of the National 
Association Purchasing Managers (NAPM) report showing 
a pick-up in industrial activity and triggering speculation 
that the Fed mjghl not ease monetary policy- at its next 
meeting. The NAPM index rose sharply from 45.7 in June 
to 50.5 in July, the first increase since last April. 
Meanwhile, safe haven buying of the mark and Swiss 
against the yen also weighed on the dollar. 

The dollar closed sharply higher against the mark and 
yen Wednesday. It rose on a surprise announcement by the 
Japanese finance ministry that the government is taking 
steps to encourage Japanese companies to invest overseas, 
and thus encourages a weaker yen. Concerted intervention 
by both the Fed and Bank of Japan to prop up the dollar 
also drove the dollar higher to breach the 90 yen resistance 
level for the first time in five months. 

Reluctance to take new positions ahead of the release of 
U.S. payrolls data the following day drove the dollar lower 
against other major currencies Thursday. The dollar rallied 
at the end of the week, however. It rose on comments by a 
Bundesbank official, who hinted that the Bundesbank will 
allow the securities repurchase rate to fall slightly the 
following week. These comments fueled expectations that 
the Bundesbank might lower its discount rate by 0.25 per 
cent at its next council meeting. 

Meanwhile, the long awaited U.S. payrolls report came 
weaker than expected. Non-farm payrolls showed a modest 
rise of‘55,000 in July compared to a consensus estimate of a 
rise of 11 1,000. The’ June's payrolls were revised upward to 
show a rise of 250.000 from an increase of 215,000 
previously announced. The report left analysts wondering 
whether or not the Fed will ease its monetary policy in the 
near term. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.3972 marks, 
91.41 yen and at $1.6055 to steeling. 


Maxwell accounts at Nat- 
west repeatedly exceeded 
overdraft limits and one Max- 
well company forced the 
bank to tend against its will 
by issuing dividend -cheques 
for millions of pounds (dol- 
lars) for which there were no 
funds in the accounts. 

Mr. Brown said the over- 
drafts would have made it 
into the Guiness book of 
records and that the liquidity 
crisis in the Maxwell group 
would have registered eight 
on the Richter earthquake 
scale — strong enough to 
devastate a whole city. 

Kevin Maxwell's lawyer 
provided rare courtroom fire- 
works when, nearly shouting, 
he accused Mr. Brown of 
preparing in advance the 
quotes he uttered while on 
the witness stand. 

Mr. Brown, a balding man 
in a grey pinstripe suit, who 
spent 36 years as a banker, 
denied the accusation. 

He also denied an accusa- 
tion that he knowingly 
accepted pension funds as 
collateral for loans to the 
Maxwells' 

“There was absolutely no 
reason why I should, at" that 
state in my career, perform 
what amounted to an illegal 
or dishonest act." Mr. Brown 
said. 


Enron seeks 
arbitration in 
$2. 8b India 
deal 

BOMBAY (R) — A U.S. 
consortium headed by Enron 
Corp. said Sunday it has be- 
gun arbitration proceedings 
over the scrapping of a S2.8 
billion power plant. India's 
biggest foreign investment 
project. 

The Dabhol Power Co. 
(DPC). linking Enron and 
U.S. heavyweights General 
Electric Co. and Bechtel 
which together are building 
the plant, said it would seek 
damages if India's western 
state of Maharashtra did not 
stick to its contractual 
obligations. 

While state officials 
appeared in no mood for 
compromise. DPC said that 
**it remains hopeful of 
reaching a mutually v accept- 
able solution with the govern- 
ment of Maharashtra." 

DPC said that it was "seek- 
ing a declaration that the 
government perform its con- 
tractual obligation or. alter- 
natively. pav damages to 
DPC." 

The state government of 
Maharashtra, of which Bom- 
bay is the capital. Thursday 
unilaterally scrapped the 
2.015 megawatt power plant 
being built by the Enron-led 
consortium. 


Egypt aims to export natural 
gas to Jordan from year 2000 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt is to 
stan exports to Jordan of 2SO 
million cubic metres a day of 
natural gas over a 15-year 
period starting in 21XJ0. Oil 
Minister Hamdi Al Bunbi 

said Sunday. 

“An agreement in princi- 
ple will soon be drawn up to 
meet Jordan's growing needs 
in the fields of electrical ener- 
gv and industry." he said, in a 


statement received by AFP. 
"Under thi* accord to take 
effect from 200(1 up until 
2015, Egypt will export some 
2S0 million cubic metres in 
the first stage.” 

The minister said a study 
was being carried out to de- 
termine the course of a gas 
pipeline between the two 
countries, with Jordan want- 
ing delivery in its Red Seu 


port city of Aqaba. 

In April. Mr. Banbi said 
Egypt would be ready to 
export natural gas in 1998 
after the development of new 
finds which would ensure 
self-sufficiency. Output in the 
second half of 1994 rose to 
5.7 million tonnes. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
also want to import Egyptian 
cab. 


BCCI founder buried 
simply, ignored by rulers 


KARACHI (R) — The 
Pakistani founder of the 
failed Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCI). Agha Hassan Abe- 
di, was buried Sunday in a 
simple funeral ceremony 
ignored by government lead- 
ers. 

* With the exception of a 
representative from the 
Sindh province governor's 
house, no high-ranking offi- 
cial or ruling party leader 
turned up at the funeral of 
Abedi, regarded by many 
Pakistanis as a banking 

S entus and a national hero 
espite startling revelations 
about his scandal-ridden 
brainchild •— the BCCI. 

Abedi died- at a Karachi 
hospital Saturday at the age 
of 73 af ter remaining bed- 
ridderTTbr years. 

Abedi was wanted for trial 
in the United States and to 
serve a jail sentence in the 
United Arab Emirates for his 
role in the BCCI's 1991 col- 
lapse, but was not extradited 


because of poor health. 

Most of about 200 mour- 
ners at the funeral were 
bankers, former BCCI em- 
ployees. and personal and 
family friends. 

A parliamentary deputy of 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to’s Pakistan People's Party. 
Aziz Memon, told Reuters he 
was at the funeral in his 
capacity as labour union lead- 
er of the state-run United 
Bank Ltd., the bank Abedi 
found in 1959. 

“He was a great person. 
He didn’t only establish 
Pakistan's banking sector but 
provided employment to 
thousands of middle class 
people.” Mr. Memon said. 

A senior executive of a 
foreign bank, who asked not 
to be named, said: “Abedi 
might have been involved in a 
controversy but the govern- 
ment shouldn't have let his 
services to the nation go un- 
recognised." 
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COMPANY'S MAKE 



ARAB BANK Pic 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
BANK OP JORDAN 

MIDDLE BAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL OE9ELOPMBST BANK 
THE ROUS INS BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT SANK 
JORDAN COLT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK. 

BXrr SLUM. SAVING* INVESTMENT TOR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANK 


SECTOR 


HO. OF 

VALUE 

prev. CLosnro 

SHARKS 

TRADED 

cLosrnc prick 

TRADES 

. JD 

PRICE 


430 

90256 

214.500 

215.000 

3330 

15251 

4.570 

4.570 

550 

■1070 

3.380 

3.400 

6950 

9018 

1 200 

1.300 

8450 

21399 

2.520 

. 2.520 

10516 

596 IB 

5.400 

5.670 

36S 

1030 

2.S10 

2.820 

12000 

14954 ■ 

1.140 

1.170 

1755 

6633 

3.780 

3.790 

OSD 

3666 

3. BS0 

3.850 

550 

1991 

3.650 

3.620 

213S0 

23250 

1.090 

1.090 

17900 

29031 

1.620 

1.630 

95964 

270239 

INDEX NUMBER; 179 


CHANCE 


*0.63* 


MUD LIKE 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
THE NATIONAL AML7A INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


S B C T O R 


200 

1000 


1205 


530 

1000 


3550 


2.G50 

3.000 


2.6SO 

3.000 


INDEX NUMBER: 135.54 
CHANCE O.OO* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING; LINES 
HAT ZONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRAD ISO CAS T EH 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'X 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT fi EDUCATION 
ZARKA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 


15240 

25714 

1.690 

1.680 

64 

350 

5.510 

5.510 

271 

761 

2.860 

2. 810 

331 

735 

2.230 

2.230 

250 

303 

1.200 

1.210 

100 

985 

9.900 

9.850 

500 

1125 

2.240 

2.250 

700 

2268 

3.240 

3.240 

2650 

3713 

1.400 

1.400 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


20106 


35959 


index number i iaa.19 
CHANCE : -0.29* 


JORDAN TOBACCO £ CICARETTB6 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIZE 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
THE ARAB POTASH 
JORDAN PETROLEUM KEFINARY 
JORDAN TAKNINC 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

'fflf?%lS^PIPES MANUFACTURING 
HAFZA INDUSTRIES 

OAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT fi INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT 6 INESHATIOMAL TRADE 
LIVESTOCK C POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE FBZRO-CHEHXCAX. INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES & MATCH/JXMCO 
AR AB C ENTER FOR PHARK. £ CHEMICALS 
KAHTHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 
- nmnuraTiaWAL-TOBACCO £ cigarettes 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


G R A N D T O T A 7, 


200 

5160 

27.100 

25.800- 

4111 

15541 

3.800 

3.780 

6250 

19063 

3.050 

3.050 

245 

1235 

5.010 

5.050 

3379 

35143 

10.450 

10.400- 

473 

3784 

7.950 

8.000 

250 

833 

3.200 

3.330 

1400 

10561 

. 7.610 

7.520 

2300 

11782 

5.140 

5. 130 

587 

3439 

5.850 

5.B60 

257 

604 

2.350 

2.350 

1398 

3555 

2.S60 

2.540 

9400 

22095 

2.380 

2.380 

876 

6913 

7.900 

7.900 

1250 

. 925 

.750 

. .740 

500 

240 

.480 

.480 

200 

284 

1.410 

1.470 

1787 

1900 

1.070 

1.070 

250 

555 

2.270 

2.260 

1300 

7BO 

.610 

.600 

B93 

1969 

2.200 

2.210 

400 

628 

1.570 

1.570 

2650 

8912 

3.400 

3.360 

10B15 

23053 

2-140 

2.130 

300 

E22 

3.730 

1.740 

• 3750 

5217 

• • 1.410 

1.390 • 

55418 

185380 

INDEX HUMBER: 130.50 



CHANCE 

: -0.29X 

162693 

503124 

INDEX NUMBER] 154.83 



CHANGE 

s +0.25* 


SO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 141962 

VALUE TRADED XH PARALLEL MARKET : 99467 

■ ■ ■ 1— II " —— — — — ■■■■■■ - — — 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 
In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
200 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun. Real Estate. 

Tel 810605, 810609, 61 0520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweiflyeh 




It- O. TEL 
^ - SECURITY 
^■HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 
a Ij t.n a jS.t tf H 

^ jlwwif 

863844 - 816690 


Deluxe Villas 
& apartments 
in Amman 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 


AVIS 

RENTACAR 



For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

<5 H 

trand Unfurnished crl 

o a 

Villas apartments u- 

<iand office Space 1 

(E QE 

oTo Suit all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


QOtyn HOTEL 

I iwisiMip a fflga 

eanmnauar 



for fetber detail please caD 
Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



(agsw: 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant I 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman| 
Oeir Ghbar - Amencan 
Embassy Str. near Baytun aj 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 1100 am. 

* Tel.: 861830 


tywi Addim, fa ftmma 


Abdullah Gardens 

Tel : 699420 , 
816499 




CfcysTAb 

▼ 

Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 




Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Julio Cesar leads Dortmund to Supercup win 

4 . i 2* nfirh hi: 


Goran Ivanisevic 


Ivanisevic falls to Enqvist 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Sweden's Thomas Enqvist 
beat top-seeded Goran Iva- 
nisevic at his own big-serving 
game on Saturday to reach 
the final of the ATP Tour 
men's tennis tournament 
here. 

Enqvist. 21 and seeded 
fifth, blasted 16 aces past the 
lanky Croatian, did not drop 
a single service game and 
made fewer errors from the 
baseline to win 6-7 (3-7). 6-4, 
6-4. 

“I think I never served this 
good in my life,” said En- 
qvist, who has won all three 
of this previous ATP Tour 
finals this year to jump to 16 
in the world rankings. 

"Especially against Goran, 
who serves very well, it's very 
important that you hold serve 
because it's so hard to break 
him.” Enqvist said. 

Ivanisevic had 22 aces him- 
self, several in the 120 mph 
range, but the world number 


seven, who has never won a 
tournament in the United 
States, made tnore mistakes 
on big points. 

In the final Enqvist will 
meet second-seeded German 
Michael Stich, who defeated 
Jakob Hlasek 6-2. 6-4. 

Nerves cost Enqvist a 
quicker finish. Serving for the 
match at 40-0 he made two 
forehand errors before Iva- 
nisevic netted a backhand on 
the third match point. 

Ivanisevic's only chance to 
break the Swede in the first 
set came in the eighth game, 
but Enqvist won both break 
points to keep the set level at 
4-4. 

"When I got to 4-all there. 
I felt I was in the game 
again." Enqvist said. 

The first break of the 
match came in the ninth 
game of the second set. when 
a series of errors by Iva- 
nisevic gave Enqvist three 
break points. 


Ivanisevic saved one with a 
service winner, then netted a 
forehand. 

"When you break Goran, 
it’s always a turning point." 
Enqvist said. He was so 
absorbed in serving out the 
set that he did not notice 
Ivanisevic barely moved 
against his serves in the 10th 
game. 

“I wasn't thinking about it 
too much,” he said, though 
Ivanisevic's blatant tank was 
booed by the crowd. “I saw 
him on the last bail, he didn't 
move." 

In the third set, Enavist 
ended a long rally with a 
backhand volley winner to set 
up break point, and Iva- 
nisevic double faulted to give 
Enqvist a 3-2 lead. 

Enqvist fended off one 
break point in the eighth 
game, but went up 5-3 when 
Ivanisevic tried an ill-timed 
drop-shot on game point that 
fell short of the net. .. 


DUESSELDORF (AP) — 
Brazilian international Julio 
Cesar scored off a miscalcu- 
lated pass Saturday as Borus- 
sia Dortmund beat Moen- 
chengladbach 1-0 in the Su-. 
percup prelude to the Ger- 
man first division season. 

The supercup pits the Bun- 
desliga champion against the 
German Cup winner a week 
before the league season offi- 
cially opens Aug. 12. 

Dortmund, the defending 
champion whose forwards 
have been decimated by in- 
juries. was unable to mount 
much offense the entire game 
until Stefan Effenberg lent 
them a hand in the 71st mi- 
nute. 


Graf to 
remain 
living in 
Germany 

BONN (AFP) — Steffi Graf, 
formerly implicated in a tax 
evasion scandal, confirmed 
she would still live in Ger- 
many despite the charges. 

The world number one ten- 
nis star said in an exclusive 
interview with German pub- 
lic television station ARD 
screened Saturday: "I cer- 
tainly intend to remain in 
Germany." 

Graf. 26. further said she 
had no intentions of retiring 
from tennis over the matter 
to dispel rumours in Ger- 
many. 

Her father Peter, 57, who 
acts as her business manager, 
is still being held in a prison 
hospital near Ludwigsburg 
after being arrested on 
Wednesday. 

Steffi Graf, whose personal 
wealth is estimated at 100 
million marks ($71 million), 
was aware of suspicions by 
public prosecutors in mid- 
May, in a first meeting in her 
luxury home at Bruehl near 
Heidelberg. 

Several of Steffi Grafs 
properties were searched on 
May 23 at the request of 
[prosecutors. . • 


AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE 

SCHOOL 




Seeks applications from suitably qualified • 
Middle and Senior School Mathematics 
teachers for the academic year 1995/1996 
Applicants should: 
a- be able to teach Mathematics in both 
Arabic and English - 
b- have a university degree 
c- have not less than 3 year experience. 

* Teachers who have already applied this 
year do not need to apply again - 
Application forms may be obtained from 
the school's reception desk .phone 
845572,847191 -2 -3 and should be 
submitted by Sunday 13 August 1995. 


AQUAMARINA 

HOTELS 

Special Offer 

JD 20 B/B at Aquamarina I 
JD 16 B/B at Aquamarina 111 

- Per person per night in double room 
including b?-eakfast, service # tax 

Please call 
316250 & 319425 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Located between the 6th and 7th Circles, excellent 
furniture. Consisting of two floors, the first floor Includes 
a salon, dining room, sitting room, bathroom, large 
terrace and a folly equipped kitchen. The second floor 
consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, balcony, 
maid's and washing room. 

Please call Tel: 821000 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 car garages, 
spacious private garden, Tel., excellent location in 
Shmeisani area, near Tyche Hotel. Suitable- for 
diplomats. Annual rent: JD 8000 

Call Tel: 678196 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

1- First floor - 435 sq.m., 4 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, American kitchen, maid’s quarters. 

2- Roof - 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, American 
kitchen, elevator, maid's quarters. 

If interested call 810306 


NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

P.O.BOX 1 54, Khalda, Amman 
Tel.8271 51,2,3,4 Fax.81 6894 

Applications are Invited from 
experienced, qualified teachers for the 
following subject areas for the start of 
the new academic year ( August 1995 ). 

a. Mathematics to IGCSE level and “A" level 

b. History to IGCSE level and “A" level 

Interested candidates should apply as 
soon as possible in person, please, by 
coming to the school with a copy of 
their C.V. 



Trying to clear the ball, the 
Moenchengiadbach captain 
.kicked it backwards into his 
team's half of the field but it 
was intercepted by Dort- 
mund striker Lars Ricken. 

Ricken, Andy Moeller and 
Cesar then ran past two de- 
fenders as Moeller kicked it 
out -to ricken on the right 
flank. The 19-year-old then 
set up the veteran Cesar, who 
sneaked in from the left to 
unload a short powerful shot. 

Dortmund survived a fu- 
rious funish by MoendicngaM- 
bach, which has joined the 
Bundesiiga's top dubs since 
acquiring Effenberg early last 
season. 

In the 76th minute, Joerg. 


Ncun's potential equalizer 
bounced off the goalpost af- 
ter Dortmund goalie Stefan 
Klos longed and managed to 
get his fingertips on the ball. 

Dortmund's offense sput- 
tered with the 19-year-old 
Ricken and Moeller filling in 
for the injured starters. 

“I feel a lot better in the 
midfield, but it was obviously 
the only solution today,*' said 
Moeller, the team's playmak- 
er. 

With strikers Stephane 
Chapuisat and Karlheinz Rie- 
dle still recovering from in- 
jury. Dortmund hopes that 
Heiko Herrlich will fill the 

gap- , , 

Last years league scoring 


champion was acquired from cle pj^ it g paying three fot- 

Moenchengiadbach Thursday P.P Moenchengiadbach s 

after a kpl -tug-of-war be- wards, ^encne by 

tween the two clubs that 0 nHwmund defense shored 
lasted weeks. But Herrlich 

was not available to play up y ^ tcran German 

Saturday. ' £?emational made his debut 

Dortmund's only chance in intern a Jio reuru r ted in 

the first half came when mid- for h.s new team, reurureo^ 
fielder Stefan' Reuter charged the defens^ve umt ^tn ^ 
up the center and unloaded a mer Juventus Tunn team 
“shot from 15 meters. It sailed mate Julio Cesar. 

il *Mo e*nch e nj Isfd bac h ' s No wmner ofthe S^p 

chance came off Swedish in- has gone on *?. 

temational Martin Dahlin’s regular ^ 

header as he outleaped goalie the event was 

Stefan Klos on a corner kick. 1987. Dortmund won in 19S9 

But the ball sailed straight to and on Saturday, in front or 

Dortmund's Knut Reinhardt. 35.000, became a tw 

protecting the line, who Supercup winner. . 



This picture taken from a helicopter shows guests, who 
attended the wedding of Formula One World champion 


Michael Schumacher, as they leave the chapel following the. 
ceremony (AFP photo) , 


Michael Schumacher weds in church near Bonn 


KOENIGSWINTER (AFP) — Formula 1 world champion 
Michael Schumacher and Corinna Befsch were married 
Saturday in a picture postcard church here in the hills 
overlooking the Rhine. 

Exclusive pictures of the wedding at Sankt-Peter's 
church are said to have been sold to the German television 
channel RTI and Bonte magazine. 

RTL has pledged the proceeds from the rights, estimated 
at 500,000 German marks ($357,000), to UNESCO's 


programme to protect children. 

While German Chancellor Helmut Kohl sent a congra- 
tulatory telegram to the couple, who were married in a rivil 
ceremony Tuesday in nearby Kerpen, not everyone was 
happy with the wedding. 

Sankt-Peter’s pastor George Kalkert said Schumacher's 
manager had persuaded Cologne Archbishop Joar3nm 
Meissner to put the church at the couple's disposal 

Sankt-Peter is normally available only to parish ^resi- 
dents. 
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Bastia beat Bordeaux to go topi 


PARIS (R) — A double by 
Bruno Rodriguez gave Bas- 
tia a 2-0 home win over 
Bordeaux and allowed the 
Corsican club to emerge as 
surprise leaders in the 
French first division on 
Saturday. 

Rodriguez scored in the 
13th minute and again in 
the 69th to put Bastia on 
top of the 20-strong table 
with seven points from 
three matches. 

Monaco, who were held 
to a 2-2 draw by Auxerre. 
and Metz, who won 2-1 at 
Cannes, are also on Seven 
points bur behind Bastia on 
goal difference. 

The team from the prin- 
cipality were widely 
favoured to seize the lead 


since champions Nantes 
slumped to a 2-1 defeat to 
Paris St. Germain on Fri- 
day. 

Monaco made a perfect 
start with a header by vic- 
tor Ikpeba after 11 minutes 
before building a 2-0 lead 
with a another header 'by 
Lilian Thuram in the 36th 
minute. 

But Auxerre reduced the 
deficit through Stephane 
Gutvarc’h after a blunder 
by Monaco goalkeeper Fa- 
tten Barthez in the 48th 
minute and equalised with 
a superb long range shor 
from Algerian midfielder 
Moussa Saib eight minutes 
from time. 

Metz impressed by win- 
ning at Cannes with two 


goals by Robert Pieres, 
who scored in the 57th and 
74th minutes. 

Cannes equalised In the 
60th minute through Johan 
Micoud but Metz kept 
pushing to record a win 
which takes them five 
places up to third. i 

Nantes, who lost new 
signing Jocelyn Gourven- 
nec through injury on Fri- 
day, are fourth one point 
behind the top three teams. 

Attacking midfielder 
Gourvennec, who joined 
the champions from Ren- 
nes, is expected to be out 
for several months after 
tearing ligaments in his left 
knee following a tackle by 
Paris defender Oumar 
Dieng. 


Brazil Grand Prize is not just a horse race 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Dress designers have been 
busy for weeks. The city's 
hair stylists are expected to 
work literally non-stop this 
weekend. 

The annual Brazil Grand 
Prize is returning to its prom-, 
inence as much as an event 
for Rio de Janeiro high socie- 
ty as it as a top international 
horse race. 

With I million reales 
(51.06 million) going to the 
winner, more than 80,000 are 
expected not only .to fill the 
jockey club Hippodrome in 
the plush Gavea District for 
the race, but also the city's 
most prestigious clubs, res- 
taurants. and social columns. 

The 2.5 million reales 
($2.75 million) purse for the 
top three finishers is being 
billed by race organisers as 
the third largest in the world. 

. Brazilian thoroughbred 
much better is the choice of 
odds makers to win his. 


second straight crown, but 
others see Chilean Gran 
Ducato and the French-born 
Celtic Arms, representing an. 
American stable, as a threat. 

Twenty horses 4-7 years of 
age from the United States. 
Argentina. Chile, France and 
host Brazil compose the field 
for the I ‘si mile (2,400-metre) 
flat jaunt over turf. 

But the race is nearly 
secondary to the party atmos- 
phere. 

Women present will be 
competing for status among a 
specially selected jury in two 
hat competitions: classic and 
vanguard. 

"Hats are in" blared a 
Saturday headline written by 
Rio daily Jomal do Brasil 
fashion editor Iesa Rodri- 
gues. "AH the men may look 
alike in their tails, but the 
women parading in their styl- 
ish hats wifi certainly be the 
year's stand out." Rodrigues 
wrote in her weekly column. 
“Champagne ana Hav ana, 


cigars are back in town.” said 
a Rio mxedo rental owner, 
lothayr Reis Dumont. 

"High society, not since 
the 1960’s, has given this race 
so much attention." Dumont 
added. "Local celebrities will 
be galloping to the Hippod- 
rome, if you want to be seen, 
the Grand Prize is the race to 
be at." 

Jockey Jorge Ricardo. 33. 
is optimistic with his horse's 
week-long time trials and 
predicted the 6-year-old 
much better will reign at the 
Gavea Hippodrome for a 
second year. 

"But for this race you can 
throw away statistics, 
favourites don’t always win." 
Ricardo added. 

Ricardo, the track's most 
heralded jockey, w on his first 
of three Grand Prizes in 1992 
atop Falcon Jet and hopes to 
win three more in his career 
to become the race’s all-time 
winner. 


-‘Remark* 
strikes ; 
young 

teammate*,) 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) 

Spain, Brazil, now Japan. No 
matter where he goes; 
Romario finds a new con) 

■ troversy. 

The Rio daily O Globo. 
reported Saturday the 1994 
FIFA player of the year 
struck 22-year-old rookie 
Fiamengo tern mate Savio 
during foe club's 3-2 loss to ' 
Japan's Kashiwa Reysof in an 
exhibition match on the Rio' 
team's Asian tour. 

Savio's father, Mazinho, 
said his son called him from 
Japan twice to complain att 
out being pushed around.by 
Romario and Edmundo, who 
had created “a horrible 
atmosphere" surrounding the 
team. 

Mazinho, however, would 
not confirm other reports 
that Savio was so upset with 
Romario that he wanted^to 
be transferred. | 

O Globo also published la 
news release by Fiamengo 
directors in which Romario 
and Savio deny any incident 
took place. - • 

But according to O GloboJ * \ 
Romano kicked and pushed 
Savio when Fiamengo. was 
losing 3-0. Savio was Substi- 
tuted at halfrifoe. 

Retired Brazilian national 
^^engo star Zicd 
told O Globo that "Savio'S 
play has been way off the; 
mark and it’s a direct result of- 
ms relationship with Romar-i 

JO. f 

' ^ ic ° expressed concenr ! 

that the World Cup hero- 
could endanger Savio's 
career. - 

flamengo’s team- ! 

cnansma is enough to' calm 
a ,?y dispute between; 
players, Zico added. 
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CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHIL#DELPHIfl 

presents 

Jurassic 

Park 

Dircted by 
Steven Spielberg 

Shows: 1220, 330, 6:15, &3C, 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 

?LHZH 

Kamal Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 
in 

Easy to Get 

( Arabic ) 

Shows: 1230, 330, 5:00, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORP 

CONCORD “1" 

Ahmad Zaki, Layla Alwy 

and Mahmmoud Hamedeh 

The T hierd Man 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830. 1030 

CONCORD “2” 

Only you 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 


fmOOn THE0TRI! 

TEL:6 18274 - 61827$ 

MUSAHIJAZIN • 
“sumaa'” 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh \ 


IMAm IMM TImtro 

TEL:67557I 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeer Issa 
Ghassan Mashinl 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahmanl, Mohammad Hussein! 

and Issam A1 Han ball 
The theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.m 


N^&nisteurc-g Tel:625155 ' 

WMfll THEATRE 

Presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 

Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p jn. 
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Fans go on hunger 
strike over relegation, 

ROCIANA DEL CON DADO. Spain (R) — the situation and on Saturday Sevilla's long- 
Spanish soccer fans have gone on hunger serving club president Luis Cuervos resigned 
strike in protest at the decision to relegate it* the face of constant barracking by fans, 
their team Sevilla from the first to the third He resigned to take some of the pressure of 
division because of administrative errors. the club, and because that’s what a lot off the 
About 100 fans in Rociana Del Condado. fans wanted." said caretaker President Jose 
sourh of Seville, said they would not eat until Maria De Nido. 
the dub, which finished fifth in the first National and regional governments are now 
division last season and qualified for the involved in the dispute. “We want a solution 
UEFA Cup. was reinstated to the top flight, that doesn’t harm the fans,’’ official govern- 
”Thc hunger strike will last until we drop, tnent spokesman Alberto Perez Rubalcaba 
or until there is a solution for Sevilla," said said after Friday’s Cabinet meeting, 
supporters' spokesman Miguel Morejon. “We “But for those that haven’t complied with 
Sevillians have Sevilla in our heart. We love the laws, if that’s what they’ve done, they 
Sevilla to death,’’ should be punished.” 

Two dubs. Sevilla and Celia 1 of Vigo in c ’ ~ .. . , . . , . . 

northwest Spain, were demoted to the third 1 _ Sev,Ma and Ce,ta have lo< ?ged appeals with 
division bv the Spanish Football League Je superior sports council, the country s 
(LFP) last Tuesday when they failed to hl S hc ^ a «*onty. The council is ex- 

provide bank guarantees to support a percen- u to i" ,e on lhc a PP ea,s ? n Monday, 
tage of their 1995-96 budget Weekend newspapers reported that secret- 

The LFP said Albacete and Real Vallado- ary sta . te °l s P Ie for ?P° n rafael cor ‘« s 
lid. relegated last season with bottom club ■**¥" ,f th | a P,P eals were sucossful. 

Logrones. would be restored to the 20-team Companies in Seville and Vigo fear a 
first division. substantial loss of business if the dubs are 

A crowd of 25.000 angry fans marched ^gated. 
through the Andalusian capital demanding Sevilla stand to lose about S10 million in 
the decision of reversed. revenue from sponsorship, television rights 

The Archbishop of Seville. Carlos Amigo, and publicity. Gate receipts will' also inevit- 
said he was concerned by the LFP decision ably fall, 
and its impact on the city and the club's 
supporters. 

In Vigo 10.000 Celia fans demonstrated 
outside the ground, waving club banners and 
scarves while club directors rushed to Madrid 
to appeal against the decision. 

On Friday the Spanish Cabinet discussed 


In 1992 most Spanish clubs were obliged to 
convert themselves from simple sports clubs 
to registered companies with proven capital. 

Cubs now registered as companies must 
give the league guarantees each year to 
support at least five per cent of their budget 
for the coming season. 
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CARLSBAD. California (R) 
■ — Second seed Conchita 
Martinez and ninth-seeded 
American Lisa Raymond 
both defeated French foes 
Saturday to set up a meeting 
in the final of the $430,000 
Toshiba Tennis Classic. 

Martinez of Spain picked 
apart Mary Pierce 6-1 6-3, 
while Raymond dismissed 
Sandrine Testud 6-4 6-3 in 
the semifinals. 

Though the score indicated 
a romp, the 23-vear-old Spa- 
niard hardly agreed in her 
appraisal of the one-hour 17- 
minute sweep against world 
number three Pierce. 

"It wasn’t easy at all.” said 
Martinez, the 1994 Wimble- 
don champion. “I had to fight 
my way until 1 could win the 
match. I fight for every ball. 


make her play another shot, 
and maybe she makes some 
errors she's very impatient.” 

Martinez heavy topspin 
forehands and sliced back- 
hands frustrated the hard- 
hitting Pierce into 29 un- 
forced errors. 

“She’s very impatient all 
the time.” said Martinez. 
“You have to be very patient 
and aggressive at the same 
time. You need to pick the 
right ball, spot and time, and 
go for it. 

Martinez claimed the first 
set after surviving two break 
points in each of her first two 
service games before getting 
on track. 

Pierce offered a stiffer 
challenge in the second set by 
rushing the net more. But she 
blew her chance [p force a 


third set by double-faulting 
French as Raymond em- 
ployed her aggressive serve 
and ground game to get past 
Testud. 

“There’s nothing to say.” 1 
said Testud. ranked 62nd. 
“She served very good and i 
didn’t until the last few 
games. She played better.” 

the seventh game away, giv- 
ing the Spaniard a 4-3 edge. 

“I made too many mis- 
takes." said Pierce, who has 
dropped two of three career 
meetings against the Spa- 
niards, 

“lt’4 disappointing when 
you know you can beat some- 
body. when you feel your 
better than them and you 
should win. but you end up 
missing and lose the match.” 


Broncos=down 49ers 24-10 


TOKYO CAP) — For San » -score handed to them — a 
Francisco quarterback Steve field goal after an early fum 


te 


, * i Young, there was one bright 

QTT] K spot to the 49ers’ 24-10 loss to 
^ LI 4i\Vi Denver Sunday. 

A1 - n « The defending Super Bowl 

y U Wit champions “got the fat cat 
J ^ beat out of us." Young said. 

' , ■ “If we go loafing into the 

a mma * season, we'H get punched in 
11 the mouth, so why not get 

punched now?” 

After having their first 
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ble by Denver quarterback 
John Elway — the 49crs 
found all their drives stalled 
by penalties, fumbles, errors, 
and an interception. 

“We made some mistakes 
and that’s not acceptable for 
any team — first team, 
second team, third team.” 
Young said. 

Meanwhile, Denver took 


advantage with passing 
bombs by John Elway and 
Bill Musgrave and a long 
interception return by Keith 
Burns. 

It was san Francisco's 
second consecutive loss to the 
team now coached by the 
49ers’ former offensive coor- 
dinator. Mike Shanahan. De- 
nver won 9-7 a week earlier 
in the exhibition season 
opener. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF A TANNAH HKSCH 

answers to weekly bridge quiz 


Q.1 — Aa South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*73 9AQ873 OAQ1092 *K 
The bidding hai proceeded: 

South Wwt North East 

1 9 Pan 1 * Pm 

2 v Pm 3 C- Fan 

What action do you take? 

A.— Since two diamonds was not 
forcing (a rebid by opener in a low- 
er-ranking suit can be passed), part- 
ner must have extra values for the 
raise. Since you, too, axe better than 
rn .-ninuim r you should take another 


bid and four diamonds is the only 
one that mokes any seaoe. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, os South 
-vou bold: 

*762 9K6 -0 A 10972 +J6S 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North Boat Sooth Wert 
pass 1 NT Pm Pm 
Dbl Pm 7 
What action do you bike? 

■ A. — Hearing * posted partner bal- 
ance against one no trump with a 
double is e rarity. However, partner 
must have close to on opening bid 
and we have fair values and an easy 
lead from a decent five-card suit. 
We would pass. 


Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
ho ld : 

*AJ62 9X92 0AKQ63 *8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth Wert North 

I * Dbl Pm 1 9 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Bear in mind you have forced 
partner to act, so it's possible North 
has little of value. Therefore, you 
don't have enough to jump and you 
don't want to raise partner’s suit 
adth « three-card fragment. Bid mo 
That describes the hand 

mceiy- 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 


*AKQJ6 9AJ97 OAKS 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South Wert North East 
2 * Pm 2 NT 8 « 


♦7 


What action do you take? 

A. — You do not have quite enough 
to insist on gome and you have no 
idea of your best spot, so pass and 
leave the decision to partner. Since 
you opened with a demand bid. 
partner may not drop the bidding 
until your aide reaches gome or dou- 
bles the enemy and three chibs dou- 


bled could be your best result. 
Q-5 — As South, vul n erable, you 
bold: 

*41060 98 0QJ74 *K1082 
The bidding hoe p roceeded: 

North East South Wert 
1 9 Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — While wo would not quibble 
with a para, we prefer one no trump. 
That makes it more difficult for the 
opponents to enter the auction and, 
if we buy the hand and make iC a 40 
partscore is a fur mom useful than 
the 50 or 100 points we might col- 
lect for defeating an opposing 
contract. 

Q. 6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K432 9K 6AKJ109 *K106 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South Wert North East 
1 O Pm 2 * Pm 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— The obvious bids that come to 
mind are two spades and three 
chibs. Since our spades are so shod- 
dy, we prefer agreeing a suit imme- 
diately by raising to three dubs. 
That acta the table for an orderly 
investigation of shun possibilities. 


World Athletics Championships 

Lewis pulls out;Huffins upstages O’Brien 


GOTEBORG <AP) — Carl 
Lewis announced he was 
pulling out of the World 
Championships because of 
injury Sunday while Chris 
Muffins upstaged two-time 
defending decathlon Dan 
O'Brien with a meet record 
10.34 seconds for the decath- 
lon 100 metres. 

Lewis, who aimed to add 
to his collection of eight 
World Championship golds 
by a good performance either 
in the long jump or 400 relay, 
said that after talks with his 
coach, he was not risking 
either. 

“This is it for the season,” 
said Lewis, who picked up 
the left hamstring injury com- 
peting in the long jump at the 
Olympic festival at Colorado 
Springs, eight days ago. 

“I just finished a workout 
and my leg feels a lot better. 
But 1 talked to coach (Tom) . 
Tellez about how I feel now 
and I'm not going to compete 
at all. I would have loved to 
long jump but it appears risk- 
ing injury would ruin my 
chances for next year. He’s 
my coach, I respect hjs deci- 
sion.” 

The injury also means the 
U.S. team will have even 
more trouble choosing a 
quartet for the 400 relay, 
which they have always won. 

The team was already 
weakened by the absence of 
world Tecord holder Leroy 
Burrell and Andre Cason. 
Then Dennis Mitchell pulled 
up injured in the 100 heats, 
and now Lewis is not avail- 
able. 

Running in the same heat 
as O’Brien, Huffins surged 
dear of his countryman, who 
held the previous best mark 
for the decathlon 100m of 
10.41 set in 1991 when he first 
won the world title. 

Hie time gave Huffins a 
big early points lead after the 
opening event, 1,013 to 
O’Brien’s 959. And he in- 
creased it after the next disd- 

E line, the long jump, when 
e leaped 7.85 metres. 
O’Brien's best leap of three 
jumps was 7.55 well below his 
best of 8.01. 

After two events, Huffins 
had 2.033 points and O’Brien 
was back in third place with 
l,906.-'Second -was -Estonia’s. 
Erki Nool with 1,943, who 
leaped -7.83. 

One early surprise in the 
decathlon was that European 
champion Alan Blondel of 
France was effectively ruled 
out of contention after only 
two events after being red 
flagged three times in. the 
long jump. 

The highlight of Sunday’s 
action was the men’s 100 
metre final later, with Lin- 
ford Christie, provided he got 
through the semifinals earlier 
in the day, aiming to keep the 
title he won in Stuttgart two 
years ago. 

Among those giuining for 
his title were American sprin- 
ter Mike Marsh, Donovan 
Bailey and Bniny Surin of 
Canada and Frankie 



Britain's world and Olympic champion Linford Christie starts his 100m heat at the World Champions hips in 
Athletics in Goteborg, Germany (AFP photo) 


Fredericks of Namibia. 

Other finals were the 
men’s 20 kilometre walk, the 
hammer, the women’s long 
jump and 100m hurdles. 

American runner Gwen 
Torrence ran an impressive 
11.11 to be fastest qualifier in 
Sunday's opening round of 
the women's LOO metres. 

The 30-year-old Olympic 
200-metre champion, whose 
best this season is 11.02. 
appeared to ease in the final 
strides as she produced a 
performance that gave her 
rivals a target for the second 
round, later Sunday. 

Merlene Ottey, beaten in a 
photo-finish by Gail Devers 
two years ago at Stuttgart, 
won her heat in 11.15 after a 
series of false start calls that 
seemed to anger some of the 
athletes. 

Russian sprinter Irina Pri- 
valova, the European cham- 
pion, clocked 11.28 but also 


first heat in 32 minutes 16.71 
seconds. Britain’s Yvonne 
Murray was second in 
32:16.76 while South Africa’s 
Elana Meyer was a safe quali- 
fier back in fifth in 32:17.97. 

Portugal’s Fernanda 
Ribeiro won the second heat 
in 32:33.87, 1991 titlist Liz 
McColgan was second in 
32:33.89 and American run- 
ner Lynn Jennings was third 
with the same time as McCol- 
gan. 

Athletics notebook 

Shot putting rarely looked 
as much fun as Saturday 
when Astrid Kumbemuss of 
Germany and Huang 
Zhilhong of China fought for 
the gold and later tried to 
outdo one another with gig- 
gles. 


Kumbemuss set a personal 
record 3nd the year’s best 
jnark to take -gold- with a~ 

. wrt-s s lo wing — while— another . — /reay- pf 21. 22~mctrcs - de- 
Americari sprinter, . Garlette . nyjfl§ -Huang * the ■ chance to 
Guidry, ran 11.18 to win her become the first to win three 


heat. Germany's. Melanie 
Paschke also matched Ottey’s 
11.15 in winning her heat. 

Defending titlist, Olympic 
champion and world record 
holder Javier Sotomayor gri- 
maced in pain after each of 
his qualifying leaps in the 
■high jump. 

Although he comfortably 
cleared 2.27 to move on the 
Tuesday's high jump final, 
the Cuban appeared in dis- 
comfort each time he moved 
away from the mat, removing 
his left shoe to reveal heavy 
bandage around his ankle. 

Olympic 10.000 metre 
champion Derartu Tulu of 
Ethiopia moved up from 
back in the pack to win the 


World Championships gold 
medals in a row. 

But Huang, who threw 
20.04 metres, could not be 
saddened. 

“J’m the second person in 
the world, so I happy, ” she 
siad amidst a constant stream 
of giggles. “I happens, what 
can I say. you just enjoy it, ” 
she said. 

SvetJa Mitkova of Bulgaria 
clinched the bronze with a 
distance of 19.56. 

& Drummond joshes Christ- 
ie: After defending champion 
Linford Christie of Britain 
stumbled coming out of the 
blocks in the opening round 
of the 100-metre heats, Jon 


Drummond was all over his 
case. 

“What’s all that dipping?” 
The fun-loving Drummond 
said. “Your shoes aren’t 
strong enough or they're too 
tight?” 

Then, Drummond needled 
the 35-year-old Christie, a 
grandfather , about his age. 

“ Are you going to run in 
the masters and break all 
those records?” Drummond 
said. 

. “Ler’s not get into that, 
shall we?” Christie said. 

Drummond then took one 
more friendly jibe at Christie. 

" Linford looks great," he 
said. “If 1 were to pass him 
on the street. I’d think he was 
32.” 

ir Better days to come; Hope- 
fully, the best is yet to come 
at the World Championships, 
but the worst might already 
have been on show. 

' In the. women '$. shot put. 
Nabeela Mabroek heaved the 
4-kilo shot all of 5. 71 metres 
on the first day of competi- 
tion. In comparison. Astrid 
Kumbemuss of Germany 
won the gold medal with a 
heave of 21.22 metres. 

Mabroek was still well 
short of tite Palestine record 
of 8. 70 metres and was eli- 
minated in qualifying. 

In the men’s 10.000 
metres, Ismael Ould Ader- 
maz of Mauritania was lap- 
ped three times by the lead- 
ing runners in the first qual- 
ifying heat. But he kept on 
plugging away, cheered on 
the remaining crowd in the 
Ullevi Stadium. He went on 
to beat the national record by 
less than a second to set a 
mark of 33 minutes 04.49. 


Ethiopia's Haile Gebr- 
selassie won the race in 
28:10.16. 

"tr Marsh unfazed by others’ 
false starts: U.S. champion 
Mike Marsh was unperturbed 
by four false starts by others 
in his quarterfinal heat of the 
100-metre dash. 

"I like when they hold the 
gun for a long time, ” Marsh 
said. ‘‘That’s the way / train. 
/ wait for the gun. Guessing 
puts things up to chance." 

Marsh, the 1992 Olympic 
200 gold medallist, also was 
undisturbed by his reputation 
of being a long sprinter rather 
than a short one. 

*’ I never believe the past is 
any indicator. of the present , " 
he said after winning in a 
wind-aided 10.03 seconds. 

"I could bomb in the next 
couple of races. / don ’t be- 
lieve in positive voodoo . " 

■fr Hall wants respect: Darnell 
Hall, tHe world indoor 400- 
metre champion, won’t let 
favoured Michael Johnson be 
an easy winner in the world 
outdoor 400. 

"I won't hand it to him," 
Hall said after Saturday’s 
first-round heats. " He’s 
going to have to eam it. 

“He’s my best buddy , we 
bang out a lot , and we under- 
stand that he’s the best in the 
world. 

"I may get passed at the 
end, bur I’ll make my pre- 
sence felt. I’ll push Michael 
to run what he wants to run. 
If he breaks the world record, 
more power to him.” 
Johnson was thankful for 
Hall's determination. 

‘7 appreciate the help, ” he 
said. “If I can get a world 
record. I’ll take it.” 


Athletes angered with new starting system 


GOTEBORG (AP) — For 
two days now. it seems the 
world championships cannot 
get out of the starting blocks, 
and some of the biggest 
names were complaining 
Sunday. 

Thfe seemingly endless 
stream of false starts in the 
sprints has upset the concen- 
tration of some stars and the - 
jampacked schedule. 

"It's the longest I’ve been 
held in any meet.” said Mer- 
lene Ottey. who has been 
running for 21. years, “ft has 
to be changed.” 

"It’s weird.” complained 
Gwen Torrence. Ottey main 
rival for the 100 meter title 


Monday. “They hold you on 
your marks too long." 

The complaints center on 
the lapse of time between the 
moment the starter shouts 
“fardiga.” for "set." and the 
starting shot. There is no 
international rule and fully 
depends on the starter. 

On top of that, the world 
championships are using 
sophisticated starting tech- 
nology that is new to rhe 
starter here, "ft's the first 


lime Swedish officials have 
used it." said Paul Hardy, the 
technical officer of the IAAF 
world athletics federation. 

it is an almost-fully com- 
puterised system, reducing 
the starter to activate louds- 
peakers behind the runner 
with a “silent gun" and listen 
in his headphones for a beep 
to indicate a false start. It has 
been beeping' all over. 

Two of the f00 metre heals 
for the decathlon had four 


false starts and the schedule 
was a full 15 minutes behind 
after one hour in Sunday's 
busy programme. 

The women sprinters, 
tense with anticipation ahead 
of their first heats got edgy. 

“They hold us in the call 
room. You’re sitting there 
and getting right." said Torr- 
ence. showing irritation with 
the starter. 

"Manley (her husband) 
can do it better in practice.” 


she said. "I've never been 
held that long." 

It was the same in the 
men's heats Saturday, when 
seemingly perfect starts were 
recalled. 

"I like when they hold the 
gun for a long time.” Marsh 
said. “That's the way 1 train. 
I wait for the gun." 

And for the first time, the 
gun itself doesn't make a 
sound. 


lO. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Well-furnished, one large bedroom, 
living and dining room, nice view, central 
heating. Jabal El-Weibdeh, beside Terra 
Santa College. 

Tel: 639877 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished luxurious villa in a 
distinguished location in Mecca Street / 
Um Al Summaq Al Janubi. Rent after 
inspection. 

Please cal! 810323, Dr. Basil Abu Shamaleh 
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deluxe furnished apartment 

FOR RENT 

2 Bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L-ghaped 
living and dining room. Location: 
Gardens Area, behind Jabri Restaurant. 
Please call Tel: 606116 


STUDIO FOR RENT 

Independent. Situated on a 440 sq.m, 
first floor roof. In the best location with a 
nice view. Fully furnished and equipped, 
with tel.. Good for a single. 

If interested call 671509 




APARTMENT FOR RENT 

New unfurnished (210 sq.m.) apartment for rent in 
Deir Gftubar area. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
living, dining, family room, kitchen, in addition to 2 
balconies. Separate utility services and garage. 

For moreinformation please cad: 687373 
Sat - Wed. ( 6-9 p.m.) 


SATELLITE FOR SALE 

Motorised satellite C/Ku - band system with: 
Unimesh 3.0m antenna. Drake 300 e receiver. 
Dual C/Ku band feed. Gardiner C/Ku - band 
LNB. Cable and mount . 

For sale. Tel. 694943 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2 & 3 bedrooms, furnished apartment, with 2 
bathrooms, 2 tuny verandas, modern kitchen, L salon, 
colour TV., & satellite, telephone, central heating & 
intercom. Location: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, quiet & 
safe residential area, (no water problem). 

Call Tel: 641345, 632755 between 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 


DRIVER WITH PICK-UP AVAILABLE 

A Jordanian driver with a Mitsubishi pick-up 
(model 1 994) with banking and administrative 
experience needs to work at a company, an 
embassy or a bank. 

Please call Mr. Muin AFRashid 648618 Amman. 


For Rent 


Fully Furnished Roof in Shmeisani 
Two bedrooms, dining room, living 
room, two bathrooms, large terrace. 
• Telephone available. 

Located behind Ambassador Hotel. 
Contact 663784 


FOR RENT IN IRBID 

A ground floor apartment, consisting of three bedrooms, 
including a master one, three bathrooms, salon and 
dining room, fully equipped modem kitchen, garden, 
telephone, central heating. The apartment available for 
rent furnished or unfurnished. Location: The Eastern 
Quarter, opposite Al Hassan Sports City. 

Please call Tel: 02-270183 




Want a Bsc or BA in the subject of your 
choice studying in British Universities. . 
We guarantee your acceptance, 
if you study 


THE FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT AL-MA*AREF 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGE 
In Amman - no need for 


O or A levels . 


! or more intormntion - 
Pierce c^ll Public rVk-rtionu 
S28D40(oxi. 18/30) 
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Qatar, S. Arabia discuss 


improving Arab ties 


DUBAI (R) — The new 
emir of Qatar, Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Ai 
Thani, started a one-day 
visit to Saudi Arabia on 
Sunday and discussed with 
King Fahd how to improve 
relations between Arab na- 
tions, the official Qatar 
news agency said. 

It said the emir, on his 
.first foreign visit since he 
ousted his father. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad Al 
Thani in a palace coup in 
June, was received at Jed- 
*dah airport by the king. 

The agency added that 
they “reviewed efforts to 
remove the Arab chasm 
and close Arab ranks on 
objective and realistic basis 
and the agreement on an 
Arab code of honour gov- 
erning relations between 
Arab countries, big and 
small.'’ 

The agency said they also 
discussed means of “restor- 
ing (Arab) solidarity ... and 
removing causes of divi- 


sion.” 

The 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait and the subse- 
quent 1991 Gulf war left the 
Arab World divided be- 
tween those who supported 
Kuwait and those who was 
seen to have sympathised 
with Baghdad. 


United Arab Emirates. 

It said the two sides stu- 
died means of consolidating 
bilateral relations between 
their two countries in all 
fields. ■ 


Both Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia joined a U.S.-led 
alliance which drove Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait. 

But Qatar, under the gui- 
dance of the New Emir as 
crown prince, has bef- 
riended radical Iran, res- 
tored ties in 1992 with Iraq 
and gone further than other 
Gulf states in normalising 
ties with Israel — all largely 
at odds with Saudi Arabia. 


“They affirmed their de- 
sire and keenness to in- 
crease the two sister coun- 
tries,” it added without ela- 
boration. 

Diplomatic sources had 
said the talks were expected 
to include a border dispute. 


The agency said the two 
leaders reviewed regional 
developments and means of 
consolidating the Gulf 
Cooperatio'h Council 
(GCC), grouping them 
along with Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Oman and the 


A 1992 border agreement 
between Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia has run into diffi- 
cultes. Diplomats said there 
were hopes to settle this 
dispute which led to clashes 
three years ago. 

Saudi Arabia has moved 
this year to settle its border 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates, signed a border deal 
with Oman and a 
framework' for delineating 
its border with Yemen and 
is said to be prepared a 
settlement with Kuwait. 



House postpones debate of 


Iraqi germ data important but 


‘unconstitutional’ article in draft law 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Sunday called on the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment to postpone discus- 
sions of an article in the 
draft law on telecom- 
munications that allows 
administrative problems to 
be solved in a tribal man- 
ner. The call came after 
some deputies said the pro-- 
vision is unconstitutional. 

While the draft law pro- 
vides for measures to tackle 
all violations mentioned in 
the crime and punishment 
section of the legislation, it 
stipulates, in article 66, that 


the general director of the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) has the au- 
thority to arbitrate in viola- 
tions that are not specified 
in the section. 

Chairman of the Judici- 
ary Committee Abdul 
Karim Dughmi criticised 
the. provision, saying that 
the court is the final arbiter 
in any breach of the law. 
He said that the general 
director of the TC£ could 
not be given the authority 
to pass judgements and rul- 
ings. 

“This is against the con- 
stitution,” Mr. Dughmi 
said. “How can we give the 
director judicial author- 


.ity?" 

* Minister of Justice, 
Hisham A! Tal said the 
issue is of paramount im- 
portance and .should be 
further discussed. He cal- 
led on the House speaker 
to give the government 
more time to discuss the 
article and its implications. 

The House is expected to 
discuss the article in its 
Wednesday session. Until 
now. the House endorsed 
65 out of the 91 articles of 
the draft law. 

Except for article 66 and 
article 29, lawmakers pas- 
sed most of the articles 
quickly and without intro- 
ducing amendments. 


may be lacking — U.N. 


Baghdad insists report is full 


PNA shuts 2 newspapers 
affiliated with Islamists 


GAZA CITY (AP) — The 
Palestine National Authority 
fPNA) on Snriday closed 
ttawn two weeklies affiliated 
with Islamic fundamentalist 
groups opposed to peace 
talks with Israel. 


ers’ closure was actually 
caused by their repeated 
harsh criticism of PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat. 


Taliban 

pledges 

to topple 


Palestinian Attorney- 
General Khaled Al Kidreh 
said Al Watan, backed by the 
Hamas group, and Al IstiWaV. 
backed by the smaller Islamic 
Jihad, would niox be allowed 
to publish until further notice 
for violating a press law that 
went into effect last month. 


Al Watan editor Ghazi 
Hamad said he learned of the 
measure when found his 
offices sealed with red tape 
Sunday morning. 


Rabbani 


“There were no explana- 
tions.” - Mr. Hamad said. 


“The papers violated the 
rules set by the Palestinian 
Authority," Al Kidreh told 
the . Associated Press. He 
would not give details. 


On Saturday the papers' 
owners, Al Watan's Imad 
Falouji and Al Istiklal’s Alaa 
Saftawi, were briefly de- 
tained and questioned by 
Palestinian police in Gaza 
Citv. 


MOHAMMAD AGHA. 
Afghanistan (AFP) — The 
Taliban religious movement 
fighters said Sunday that they 
still intend to use military 
force to remove Afghan Pres- 
ident Burhanuddin Rabbani 
from power. 


The new law. while prom- 
ising freedom of expression 
in the media, aiso bans pub- 
lication of “secret informa- 
tion” on PLO troops as well 
as stories seen as inciting 
violence or sectarianism. The 
penalty for violating it is sus- 
pension of a publication for 
up to three months, fines and 
jail terms of up to six months. 

PLO sources said the pap- 


Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
oppose the PLO’s accords 
with Israel, and have tried to 
derail the peace process 
through bombings and knif- 
ings that have killed scores of 
Israelis in recent years. 


“We do not recognise Rab- 
bani (administration) as a 
government. They're only a 
gang, a group of tyrants." 
said Taliban military affairs 
spokesman Abdul Razoq. 


Mr. Razoq, who is based in 
this provincial district centre 
about 40 kilometres south of 
Kabul, said the Taliban had a 
religious right to remove Mr. 
Rabbani. 


Mr. Arafat had already 
shut the two fundamentalist 
weeklies once before since 
returning to Gaza last year. 
He also forced a 40-day clo- 
sure of the Jerusalem- based 
An Nahar after it published a 
critical article. 


The Taliban force, led by 
religious students, appeared 
on the Afghan scene last 
November. They rapidly 
took over several provinces 
and advanced on Kabul but 
were driven by Mr. Rabba- 
ni's troops earlier this year. 


BAGHDAD (R) — A report 
submitted by Iraq on its 
biological weapons program- 
me breaks years of silence 
and holds important informa- 
tion but may be incomplete, a 
senior U.N. envoy said on 
Sunday. 

Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
disarming - Iraq under the 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire 
terms, told Reuters at the 
end of a three-day visit to 
Baghdad that more time was 
needed to analyse the 530- 
page document handed over 
on Friday. 

“According to our first 
glance it is of course not 
thoroughly complete,” Mr. 
Ekeus said. 

But he said his experts, 
after initial scrutiny, found 
that it ‘contains veiy impor- 
tant information which will 
be helpful to sort out remain- 
ing problems under the ceas- 
efire resolutions.” 

Several hours earlier, 
speaking to reporters, Mr. 
Ekeus described the report as 
“full, final and complete.” 
He did not elaborate on what 
data might be missing. 

State newspapers said De- . 
puty Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz told Mr. Ekeus that Iraq 
had honoured conditions for 
lifting the embargo on Iraq's 
oil exports and urged him to 
convey this to the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Mr. Ekeus said Iraq 
claimed in the declaration 
that it had destroyed all 
biological weapons. “For us 
it remains to verify that this is 
true,” he added. 

Mr. Ekeus said he was 
determined to close the Iraqi 
weapons files as soon as 
possible and noticed a strong 
will on the Iraqi side to solve 


outstanding issues quickly. 

“We have to move speedily 
on this. From our side we will 
do our utmost to get this job 
done as quickly as possible.” 

The biological file is. the 
last remaining issues between. 
Iraq and UNSCOM which 
has said it would not recom- 
mend a lifting of a U.N. ban 
on Iraq oil exports unless it 
was satisfied with Iraqi disclo- 
sures and verifications of past 
activities. 

Wide-ranging sanctions 
were imposed on Iraq shortly 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Ekeus said UNSCOM 
knew that Iraq had produced 


S nn weapons but Baghdad 
d denied it for four vears. 


had denied it for four years. 
“Iraq’s keeping of the secrets 
... has delayed everything,” 
he said. .. .... 

Mr. Ekeus said he would 
report to the U.N. Security 
Gouncil soon but did not say 
whether be would tell the 
members that Iraq had com- 
pleted the ceasefire. require- 
ments on weapons. 

He ^aid the impression that 
the international community 
was still hostile to Iraq was 
wrong. 

'“There is preparedness, 
willingness and eagerness to 
get Iraq back to the interna- 
tional community,” he said. 

Mr. Ekeus met Mr. Aziz 
and Oil Minister Lieutenant 
Genera] Amir Mohammad 


given Mr. Ekeus a full report 
on the destruction of its germ 
warfare programme. 

“President Saddam Hus- 
sein summed up Iraq’s posi- 
tion on July 17 Mien he said 
he could not continue to app- 
ly U.N. resolutions and meet 
UNSCOM’s demands with- 
out it being tied to a lifting of 
the embargo," Jumhuriya re- 
called. 

“The month of August has 
just started and UNSCOM 
has Enou gh time to finish 
checking 'Iraq’s biological 
arms programme in the time 
mentioned in order to pre- 
sent its final report to the 
U.N. Security Council,” 
Jumhuriya said. 

It said the council would 
then have to apply paragraph 
22 of U.N. Resolution 687, 


tion of documents concerning 
the biological weapons prog- 
ramme, it is secondary and 
doesn't influence UN- 
SCOM's essential task,” it 
said. 

If the United Nations has 
doubts about any weapons 
programme “they can be 
cleared up by the monitoring 
system set up by UNSCOM," 
it added. 


MACERATA. Italy (R) — . 
An Italian tenor, shot in the 
foot during an execution 
scene in last week’s opening 
night of the opera Tosca; 
hobbled back to the stage 
Friday — and broke a leg; 
Organisers at the summer, 
festival in eastern Italy said. . 
tenor Fabio Armiliato lost his 
balance while leaning oh a 
crutch off stage after the first 
act. He broke his right leg in 
two places and went back to 
hospital in an ambulance. 
Armiliato. whose injury will 
force him to rest for two 
months and will mean the 
cancellation of some commit- 
ments in the United States, 
had been using the crutch, 
backstage for support after 
injuring His left foot Jast 
week. The tenor had not 
been using the crutch on 
stage.- preferring to sing un- 
supported with a soft cast on 
his leg. Festival staff said last 
week it appeared the tenor 
had been hit by flying debris 
from a blank fired from a rifle 
used in the execution scene F. 
near the end of the third act.- 
The tenor, loudly applauded 
by the audience on his com- 
eback. had earlier said he was 
returning so as not to dis- 
appoint the fans at Macerata, 
whose open air festival is one 
of the highlights .of summer 
opera in Italy. “I want to give 
my utmost." he had told rfr 
porters during the interval. 1 
“This audience deserves it." 
After the accident, he added 
from the stretcher taking him 
away for the second time: 
“Could it be that 1 am des- 
tined never to leave this 
theatre on my own two feet?" 


Which requires Iraq to elimin- 
ate its weapons of mass des- 


Rasheed on Saturday. They 
agreed that a team of special- 


agreed that a team of special- 
ists and Mr. Ekeus would 
return soon. 

Baghdad has threatened to 
stop cooperation with the 
United Nations if Mr. 
Ekeus’s mission is not over 
by the end of August. 

The official Jumhuriya 
newspaper said Baghdad had 


ate its weapons of mass des- 
truction and comply with 
long-term aims monitoring 
before the oil embargo could 
be lifted. 

The’ newspaper warned 
UNSCOM “against any de- 
lay^ in complying with .the 
ultimatum which was first 
announced here last month. 

“UNSCOM has in fact 
completed its mission and the 
verification (of the germ war- 
fare report) can be accom- 
plished quickly if it wants to 
complete its mission success- 
fully and distance itself from 
problems and crises.” 

“Any new delay would be 
unacceptable, unjustified and 
would not be in UNSCOM’s 
interest because it would 
threaten to cause its mission 
to fail,” the newspaper said 
without elaborating. 

“Iraq has met its basic 
obligations on prohibited 
weapons,” it said. 

“Regarding the verifica- 


“It is not possible to keep 
silent any longer on the injus^ 
tice committed against the 
Iraqi people and what the 
Iraqis have tolerated has ex- . 
ceeded all limits,” the paper 
said. 

Hie United Nations wants 
Iraq to honour all Golf war 
ceasefire resolutions — not 
just those covering disarma- 
ment — before the embargo 
on oil exports is lifted. 

Iraq had to account for 
missing Kuwaitis, end the 
“export of terrorism,” stop 
“repressing" its own people 
m the north and south of the 
country and abide by all 
Security Council resolutions 
•to get sanctions lifted, 
Madeleine Albright, U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, said last week. 

As Mr. Ekeus left, about 
the two dozen Iraqi patients, 
suffering from diseases for 
which they could not find 
medicine due to the sanc- 
tions, demonstrated outside 
the smart Al Rasheed Hotel. 

“We have respect for 


Diana seeing 
English rugby 
captain-paper 


Iraq's serious concerns on the 
suffering of the Iraqi oeo- 


suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple," Mr. Ekeus said. 

Iraq has rejected a U.N.- 
authorised deal by which it 
could ejqwrt limited quanti- 
ties of oil to purchase huma- 
nitarian supplies, saying it 
infringes its sovereignty. 


LONDON (AFP) — Diana, 
the Princess of Wales and the 
estranged wife of Prince 
Charles, has been seeing the 
paptain of the English rugby 
team. Will Carting, the News 
Of The World newspaper re- 
ported Sunday. The paper 
said Carling, 34, has been 
keeping "secret trysts" at her 
London residence, Kensing- 
ton Palace, “up to three 
times a week." Carling has 
also installed a special tele- 
phone to receive calls from 
Lady Di. who provided him 
with her direct number, 1 
according to the paper. Hil- 
ary Ryan, a former secretary 
to Carling, is quoted as 
saying the .rugby star has* 
been “running around after 
her like a puppy." The cou- 
ple reportedly became ac- 
quainted at a Chelsea gym 
where they both frequently 
work out. The paper sai<i 
they have exchanged “inti- 
mate gifts.” Princess Diana, 
according to the News Of 
The World, calls Carling 
"captain." He reportedly 
calls her "The Boss.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gerry Adams’ 1st 
dates were with 
Protestant girls 


2 Islamists executed in Cairo 


Police detain suspects in Mubarak attack 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Two 
Muslim militants were ex- 
ecuted Sunday on convictions 
for killing a policeman and 
two Coptic Christians and 
joining the outlawed group 
blamed for the 1981 assas- 
sination of President Anwar 
Sadat. 

Earlier Sunday, security 
forces arrested five suspected 
Muslim militants who. police 
said, were trained in Sudan 
with the would-be assassins 
of President Hosni Mubarak 
and sent to Egypt to murder 
-government officials. 

The militants sneaked 
across the border from Sudan 
and were acting under order 
from Mustafa Hamza, identi- 
fied as a leader of the team 
that tried to kill Mr. Mubarak 
in Ethiopia on 3une 26, police 
sources said. 

The men executed Sunday, 
Hossam Hassan Ismail and 
Ahmed Mahmoud Abdel Re- 
him, were convicted by a 
military court in May of the 
three murders last year. They 
were hanged in a Cairo pris- 
on. 

Both had been charged 
with trying to overthrow the 
government. Mr. Abdel Re- 
nim was also convicted of 
stealing large amounts of 
.ammunition from an army 
depot and illegally possessing 
weapons. 

They were among 42 de- 


fendants charged with joining 
the banned group Jihad. At 
the time of their arrests, offi- 
cials referred to the defen- 
dants as members of a group 
called the vanguards of con- 
quest, but they later said it as 
a revival of the Jihad. 

The court gave 28 of the 
defendants sentences ranging 
from life imprisonment to 
one to five years. Twelve 
others were acquitted. 


Sunday's Hanging bring to 
50 the number of convicted 
militants executed in the 
three years since Muslim 
radicals began a campaign to 
topple the. government and 
replace it with strict Islamic 
rule. More than 780 people 
have died in violence, mostly 
police and militants. 

The five men arrested Sun- 
day were seized in Cairo, 
nearby Giza and in Da- 
qahliyya in the Nile Delta 
north of the capital, accord- 
ing to police sources who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. They did not say when 
the five entered Egypt' or 
name their intended targets. 

Mr. Mubarak escaped un- 
harmed when assailants 
opened fire on his motorcade 


during a visit to Ethiopian 
capital of Addis Ababa. He 


has since blamed Sudanese 
leaders of masterminding the 
attack. Sudan has denied the 


charge. 

Ethiopian police 
announced Wednesday that 
they arrested three suspects 
in the attack. Five assailants 
were killed during and after 
the attempt. 

Police said that the key 
suspect in the failed bid to 
assassinate President Mubar- 
ak is hiding out in Sudan. 

“Hussein Ahmad Shahit 
Ali. referred to as Moham- 
mad Si rag in rhe press, has a 
Sudanese passport. He man- 
aged to get back to Sudan, 
where he lives, after taking 
part in the attack," they said. 

Police said the information 
was based on the confessions 
of the five Islamist militants 
arrested after returning from 
arms training in Sudan. 

Also on Sunday, Egyptian 
court has extended by a 
month the detention of nine 
members of the outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood de- 
tained last month on charges 
of converting a small mosque 
into a coordinating centre for 
the group's activities. 

The government newspap- 
er Al Ahram said the men, 
who were arrested in posses- 
sion of documents and com- 
puter discs outlining the orga- 
nisation’s strategies, would 
stay in detention while the 
discs were sent away for in- 
spection by specialists. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — The government here has 
made a fresh appeal for United Nations permission to send 
more Malaysian troops to Bosnia as U.N. peacekeepers 
and upgrade the firepower of its soldiers, reports said 
Sunday. "We are now waiting for the U.N.'s approval to 
send the 450 men to Bosnia," Defence Minister Syed 
Hamid Albar was quote'd as saying. Malaysia currently has 
some 1.500 Malaysian batallion troops serving under the 
U.N. banner in Bosnia-Herzegovina. A previous request to 
increase their numbers and firepower was rejected by the 
U.N. Mr. Syed Hamid said more weapons were also 
needed -for Malaysian troops. "That is what we are 
planning, to make sure that our men have the ability to 
keep and enforce peace." he said. Malaysia has threatened 
to defy the arms embargo on Bosnia — which Muslim 
nations have declared invalid — but said it will only act in 
union with the Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC). 


through the area for several hours, witnesses said. The 
other militants were killed between Tuesday and Friday in 
Relizane, Blida. Jijel Et Bordj Menaaiel, the communique 
said. 


Qadhafi Hiroshima message broadcast at Vatican 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadha- 
fi, in a message to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, has called for a "historic 
strike" to bring about the destruction of all arms. “How 
can we grieve Hiroshima and Nagasaki if we do not stop the 
butcher from making the knives of death?" he said in a 
"prerecorded message broadcast during a “concert for 
peace," hosted at the Vatican late on Saturday night. “We 
must declare a historic strike to the very end until all arms 
have been destroyed." Mr. Qadhafi said. 


Somali gunmen holding 12 Pakistanis 


Saddam summons military command 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has 
summoned his armed forces command for a meeting, the 
state-run Iraqi news agency reported. President Sa&lam, 
also commander-in-chief, discussed "armed forces mat- 
ters” with high-ranking officers and military advisers on 
Saturday, the news agency said in an urgent dispatch 
monitored in Cyprus. No further details were provided. 
The meeting took place during a visit by chief U.N. 
weapons inspector Rolf Ekeus, who arrived Friday to 
determine whether Baghdad is releasing enough informa- 
tion about a biological weapons programme it acknow- 
ledged only two months ago. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Somali gunmen have been 
holding 12 Pakistanis captive in the Mogadishu residence of 
faction leader Mohammad Fa rah Aidid for the past five 
months, a former Somali relief worker has said. Hie 
Pakistanis were arrested by the gunmen in March while 
they were fishing at a beach 26 kilometres south of 
Mogadishu, according to Abdi Ali Mohammad, a former 
employee of an jntemational relief agency here. It was not 
immediately clear why their capture was kept secret for so 
long, but reliable sources here said the gunmen were 
planning to demand a large ransom, but were unable to 
contact the captives’ relatives, sources said. Mr. Aidid 
considers Pakistan an enemy of Somalia for having taken 
part in the U.S.-led U.N. peacekeeping effort in Somalia 
that ended earlier this year. 


Second Serb town falls 


(Continued from page I) 

warplanes to bomb 
government-held sections of 
the Bihac region in Bosnia. 

Defending Bihac, which 
the Croats considered essen- 
tial to their national interests, 
helped cement an agreement 
two weeks ago between the 
Croatian and Bosnian gov r 


ernments to strengthen their 
military alliance. But it also 
gave the Croat army leave to 
pour thousands of troops into 
southwestern Bosnia within 
striking distance of Knin. 


Saturday, for the first time, 
units of the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian army crossed into 
Croatia dnd linked with 


Croat troops, severing north- 
ern and southern sections .of 
Serb-held Croatia and break- 
ing the Serb encirclement of 
Bihac. 

In Knin. about 800 fright- 
ened civilian refugees joined 
hundreds of U.N. peacekeep- 
ers at their compound, which 
was surrounded by Croatian 
army troops and at least one 


tank. 

“United Nations military 
officials have seen dear evi- 
dence of the looting by Croat 
soldiers of Serb houses in the 
town,” U.N. spokesman 
Alun Roberts said. 

The fate of patiehts at 
Knm's hospital, which was 
shelled on e -turd3y, also was 
not clei., Mr. Gunn&ss said. 


LONDON (AP) — Gerry 
Adams groped with the 
enemy long before they got 
into bed. The leader of Sinn 
Fei "- the party closely allied 
A rish Re P u blican Army. 
(IRA) said Saturday his first 
jumbling explorations" with 
the opposite sex were with 
Protestant girls who lived 
across tiie street. Mr. Adams. 
•ki said he was unaware of 
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